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Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

T
he COVID-19 pandemic has 
caused CBFGA churches to 
take stock of mission and 
outreach efforts, to evaluate 
how resources and energies 
have been invested in the past, 

and to consider how those energies 
and resources might be employed in 
what continues to be an uncertain 
journey. Adjustment and change have 
become part of the fabric of church life 
for most congregations.

 To assess how churches are coping 
with pandemic-induced change, we 
asked pastors and church leaders 
three simple questions:

How is your church adjusting its 
outreach and mission efforts in the 
continuing aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic?

What “old” programs or endeavors 
has your church let go of or modified 
because of the pandemic?

What new ways is your church discov-
ering to connect to your community?

We might have expected some sort 
of consistency, some consensus 
in answers. But not really to our 

surprise, because our churches 
vary widely in size, demographics, 
geographical setting, socioeconomic 
context, and general outlook, the 
answers we received varied widely. 
Hearing from one another, listening 
to one another, and learning from one 
another’s experiences can be benefi-
cial to all of our churches, regardless 
of context, and so we explore those 
responses in this issue of Visions. 

What Has Changed? And What Is 
New? Living with the Pandemic…
The responses to our brief survey were 
interesting and in many instances 
encouraging. While about one-fourth 
of CBFGA churches say that they have 
returned to fairly normal routines and 
ways of ministry, most have come to 
see change as part of their futures. 
Most expect to continue to adapt as 
the COVID-19 pandemic drags on. 

Some CBFGA churches have dropped 
their early worship services because 
of lower in-person attendance and 
the need to focus staff efforts more 
efficiently. Many churches have found 
that former practices, especially 
where senior adults were concerned, 

needed to be updated and revamped. 
But churches have also added new 
outreach and ministry efforts. Most 
have created and maintained an 
online presence even if they had not 
dreamed of doing so before. Text mes-
sages have found their way into the 
options for pastoral care, something 
few pastors had relied upon pre-
pandemic. For many churches, giving 
financially to mission efforts replaced 
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On October 2, 1792, a group of 
Baptist ministers met in Kettering, 
England, to found “The Particular 
(or Calvinistic) Baptist Society for 
Propagating the Gospel Among the 
Heathen.” William Carey and Andrew 
Fuller, prominent Baptist leaders, 
were among those in attendance 
who had been spurred on by their 
Moravian and Methodist brethren 
who were already at work in the fields 
of the Lord. 

Thus began in earnest the Baptist 
idea of cooperative evangelism and 
missions. As Bill Leonard writes in 
Baptist Ways: A History, “It was a 
complicated endeavor. Funds were 
nonexistent; would-be missionaries, 
inexperienced; and the difficulties 
of travel, extreme. As usual, many 
Baptists feared entrapment in ecclesi-
astical alliances, and some fretted that 
‘in forming a society there would be 
danger of its calling under irreligious 
influence.’” Eventually, the society 
would change its name to the Baptist 
Missionary Society, and William 
Carey, one of its founders, was also 
one of its first missionary appointees, 
charged to go to India.

Two hundred years, 1 month, and 7 
days later, on November 9, 1992, 175 
persons gathered at the First Baptist 
Church of Christ at Macon to begin 
a new organization to carry forth the 
call of God to go into the world with 
good news of Jesus Christ. Since 
that day, the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship of Georgia has endeavored 
to network, empower, and mobilize 
Baptist Christians and churches for 
effective missions and ministry in the 
name of Christ. 

Our communities and congregations 
have mostly transitioned from the 
crisis of COVID-19 to a more endemic, 

always-present, and hopefully less 
dangerous and more manageable 
existence with the pandemic. Many of 
us have thus started running headlong 
back into the missions endeavors and 
ministry efforts that define us. As the 
summer approaches, mission trips 
and retreats are in full swing, com-
munity service opportunities continue 
to emerge, and ministry to, with, and 
alongside sisters and brothers for 
whom life’s difficulties are overwhelm-
ing continues apace.

In this issue of Visions, our team 
wanted to focus specifically on our 
recent mission endeavors and the 
work of our church partners. From 
our very beginnings, missions has 
been the heartbeat of our fellowship. 
For the vast majority of churches in 
our fellowship, missions and engaging 
with neighbors in need is central to 
their identities as well. One of the 
great joys of my work at CBFGA is 
hearing, and then telling, the stories of 
how our church partners are living out 
the Gospel in their communities and 
around our state.

You will read updates from some of 
our CBF Field Personnel partners, 
both domestic and international. 
We are grateful to provide program 
support for the Andersons, the 
Baileys, the Foushees, Missy Ward-
Angalla, and Karen. The global 
pandemic has slowed facets of their 
ministry, but they are continuing 
to serve God and their neighbors in 
creative and life-giving ways. Before 
the pandemic hit, we were planning to 
participate in mission immersion trips 
so that some members of our partner 
churches would have the opportunity 
to visit our Field Personnel partners 
and learn more about their ministries. 
As we press forward, we are working 

to reintroduce those opportunities in 
the days ahead.

You will also read accounts from some 
of our church partner pastors and 
leaders describing how the pandemic 
has transformed the ministry within 
their congregations. During this 
season of transformation, perhaps 
the best thing we can do is to share 
how friends around our fellowship are 
re-forming ministry in hopes that we 
might be inspired to make changes, 
too.

Also, Megan Doud, our Coordinator 
of Young Baptist Ministries, brings 
updates from our recent collegiate 
spring break mission trip to CBF 
partner, Rauschenbusch Metro 
Ministry, in New York City, and from 
the resumption of our annual March 
Mission Madness. Both of these 
events brought students from around 
our state together for mission service, 
worship, and fellowship and breathed 
new life into our fellowship.

As we continue to re-engage the com-
munities around our state, I hope you 
will be encouraged and strengthened 
by stories of partners near and far who 
are also doing the work of Jesus. From 
the beginnings of the Baptist missions 
movement just over two hundred 
years ago, we’ve always believed that 
by combining our resources, talents, 
and time, we better spread the Gospel 
of Jesus to our 
world. It’s as if we 
Baptists have been 
Cooperative since 
our beginnings, 
especially in mis-
sions and service. 
Well, at least some 
of the time. n

THE TR ANSFORMATION SEASON

JODY LONG 
Executive Coordinator 

CBFGA
 jlong@cbfga.org
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State Gathering
November 6-7, 2022 

First Baptist Church, Augusta
www.cbfga.org/events/cbfga-state-

gathering-2022/

Come Worship and Grow Together!

Join us for the annual CBFGA State Gathering at 
First Baptist Church, Augusta, November 6-7. 
Chuck Poole, Senior Pastor of Northminster 
Baptist Church in Jackson, Mississippi (and 
past pastor of First Baptist Church of Christ, 
Macon, where CBFGA was established in 
1992), one of the best preachers of the 
Gospel in our CBF family, will lead us as we 
worship together. 

David Odom, Director of Leadership 
Education at Duke Divinity School and one 
of the brightest minds in the fields of orga-
nizational leadership and congregational 
health, will lead us in three conversations 
as we gather around tables for meals on 
Sunday evening, Monday morning, and for 
Monday lunch. Dave will facilitate conversations that will 
explore what church leadership – including both clergy 
and lay – may look like in a post-pandemic world.

Mark your calendars now for this great gathering! More 
information about the schedule and accommodations will 
be available online soon at the above web address. n

Dream.. .
As your church dreams of new ways  

to reach out in your community,  
consider applying for a CBFGA Congregational 

Ministry Matching Grant.  
Available for up to $2000, grants are designed  
to support projects in one of these categories:

• Community partnerships
• Interfaith initiatives

• Local mission engagement
•Young leadership development

Applications are accepted throughout the year, 
so contact Jody Long at jlong@cbfga.org  

for information. You may apply at  
www.cbfga.org/congregational-ministry-grants/.
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GIVING REPORT
January - December 2021

B
elow and at right please find 
the CBFGA church and indi-
vidual giving reports for January  
through December 31, 2021. 

These figures include gifts sent directly 
to CBFGA or through CBF Global to 
CBFGA. This list is NOT a CBFGA 
church directory. It is a report of those 

who have supported our budget or 
state missions offering in this time 
period. These lists include churches 
and individuals who gave to the 
CBFGA budget, to the State Mission 
Offering, or to the Frank & Susan 
Broome Endowment from January 
through December 31, 2021.

CBFGA appreciates your  
missional giving and your support 

of the work of CBFGA. 

Our goal is to provide complete and 
accurate accounting. If for any reason 
you believe the data is incorrect or 
incomplete, please contact us.

2021 Actual Donating Churches to CBFGA 
Alpharetta ................ Johns Creek Baptist Church
Americus ................... Fellowship Baptist Church
Athens ....................... First Baptist Church
Athens ....................... Milledge Avenue Baptist Church
Atlanta ....................... Northeast Baptist Church
Atlanta ....................... Northside Drive Baptist Church
Atlanta ....................... Peachtree Baptist Church
Atlanta ....................... Second - Ponce de Leon Baptist Church
Atlanta ....................... Wieuca Road Baptist Church
Augusta ..................... First Baptist Church
Cairo ........................... Christ Church
Canton ....................... Heritage Fellowship
Carrollton ................. First Baptist Church
Carrollton ................. Tabernacle Baptist Church
Cartersville ............... Heritage Baptist Church
Cave Spring ............. Rehoboth Baptist Church
Claxton ...................... First Baptist Church 
Columbus ................. First Baptist Church 
Commerce ............... First Baptist Church
Conyers ..................... Haven Fellowship Church
Conyers ..................... Trinity Baptist Church
Cornelia ..................... First Baptist Church 
Dahlonega ............... Dahlonega Baptist Church
Dalton ........................ First Baptist Church 
Decatur ...................... First Baptist Church 
Duluth ........................ Parkway Baptist Church
Eatonton ................... First Baptist Church 
Fitzgerald.................. Fellowship Baptist Church
Fitzgerald.................. First Baptist Church 
Forsyth ...................... First Baptist Church
Fort Oglethorpe ..... First Baptist Church 
Gainesville ................ First Baptist Church 
Garfield ...................... Garfield Baptist Church
Griffin ......................... First Baptist Church 
Haddock.................... Haddock Baptist Church
Harlem ....................... Harlem Baptist Church
Hawkinsville ............ First Baptist Church 

Hoschton .................. Celebration Church
Jasper ......................... First Baptist Church
Jefferson ................... First Baptist Church 
Kennesaw ................. Towne View Baptist Church
Lavonia ...................... First Baptist Church 
Lyons .......................... The Oaks Baptist Church
Macon ........................ First Baptist Church of Christ
Macon ........................ Highland Hills Baptist Church
Macon ........................ Mount Zion Baptist Church
Macon ........................ Vineville Baptist Church
Madison .................... Madison Baptist Church
Manchester .............. First Baptist Church 
Marietta ..................... First Baptist Church 
Marietta ..................... New Life Christian Ministries
Milledgeville ............ Community Baptist Church
Morrow ...................... First Baptist Church 
Moultrie .................... Trinity Baptist Church
Mount Vernon ........ College Hill Baptist Church
Newnan ..................... Central Baptist Church
Newnan ..................... Iglesia Bautista El Buen Pastor
Plains .......................... Maranatha Baptist Church
Ringgold ................... First Baptist Church 
Rome .......................... First Baptist Church
Rome .......................... Garden Lakes Baptist Church
Rome .......................... North Broad Baptist Church
Rome .......................... Second Avenue Baptist Church
Roswell ...................... North River Baptist Church
Roswell ...................... First Baptist Church 
Savannah .................. First Baptist Church 
Saint Simons Island.....First Baptist Church
Stone Mountain ..... Smoke Rise Baptist Church
Summerville ............ Horizon Baptist Fellowship
Tucker ........................ First Baptist Church 
Warm Springs ......... First Baptist Church 
Warthen .................... Union Baptist Church
West Point ................ First Baptist Church 
West Point ................ Union Baptist Church
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2021 Individuals Giving to CBFGA
Anonymous Donor

Gene Allen

Charles Allen & Rebecca Ash

Charles Beckett

Peter D. Bingham

David & Pamela Black

Fred Bongiovanni

Frank & Susan Broome

Linda B. Browne

Jewell G. Bryson

Shauw Chin & Paul Capps

Joanne K. Carr

Lin & Barry Carter

Timothy & Linda Clagg

Charles James Colvin

Jack & Gwen Colwell

Gwendolyn H. Cottrell (Endowment)

Tamara Cox

Joe Davis (Endowment)

Linda Degelmann

Dale & Orielle Doud

John Ellington

Richard & Margaret Epps

Evelyn Farr

Bertha B. Farrar

Robert & Priscilla Faulkner

Carson & Laura Foushee

J. Truett & Margaret Gannon

W. Lee George, Jr.

Carol & Rodney Goff

Joseph Minor Gouge

Mark & Cindy Green

Barbara S. Haig

Joanne B. Harwell

Douglas W. Hopkins

Weyman T. Johnson, Jr.

Peter Rhea, Sr. & Ellen Jones

Glenda & Kenneth Kessler

Barbara B. Killebrew

Jana S. Kinnersley

Melissa & Richard Kremer

Virginia J. Lam

Virginia Land

Tony & Tiffany Lankford

Julie & Jody Long

Cyrell Lynch

Katha D. Massey

Ronald & Fran McCaskill

Clarice Evelyn Mitchell

Ann White Morton

William & Judy Neal

Shirley & Thomas Noles

Barbara Oneacre

Jimmy F. Orr

Randall Peters

Kathryn Powell

Ryan & Karen Prince

William Rhodes

Norma Rushing

Hugh Salter, Jr.

Drayton & Mary Etta Sanders

Kay & Buddy Shurden

Mary Elizabeth Smith

Gary Solomon

Phil & Rebecca Stovall

Russell & Elaine Sweatland

Ray & Laura Ann Tatum

Alton & LeDora Taylor

Robert Taylor

Dewey & Ramona Teal

Norma J. Thompson

Edwin & Sarah Timmerman

Larry & Jean Varnadoe

Helen Wallace

Michael & Angela Whelchel

Patricia & Charles Whitby

C. E., Jr. & Gloria Williams

Glenda A. Willoughby

David & Ann Wilson

Barbara Wood

Esther L. Worthington
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Carson and Laura Foushee, Japan
We are excited to share that, after a discernment process led 
by the Japan Baptist Convention, a CBF partner, we will be 
returning this fall to serve in the city of Kanazawa. You may 
recall we spent our first three years in Japan learning and 
working alongside Kanazawa Baptist Church. Kanazawa is 
a culturally rich castle town with a population of just under 
half a million people. The witness of Kanazawa Baptist is 
especially important, as the deep Buddhist and Shinto roots 
in the region have made growth of the Church particularly 
difficult.

We are looking forward to reconnecting with old friends, 
familiarizing ourselves with changes that have occurred 
over the last six years, and partnering again with Kanazawa 
Baptist, which has a vision to better serve the various needs 
of internationals in the city and prefecture. 

COVID-19 continues to play a significant role by restricting 
gatherings across Japan. We seek your prayers for the health 
of JBC congregations, both physically and spiritually, as they 
discern safe ways to meet while continuing to grow in faith 
together. We also seek your prayers as we consider how the 
pandemic will continue to impact our new ministry. The 
borders to Japan have largely been closed for the last two 
years and only recently slightly opened for very specific visa 
types. Many internationals have not been able to come for 

work and studies, and these restrictions have decreased the 
number of internationals across the country. As the country 
slowly opens, we wonder how those who come to Kanazawa 
will receive interactions with new people and a faith they 
may not have even encountered in their home nations. We 
seek God’s guidance in how safely and meaningfully to build 
relationships in our new roles as we share Christ’s love in 
word and deed.

(The Foushees are also celebrating the birth of their second 
child, a son, as they prepare to move to Kanazawa!)

Anna and LaCount Anderson,  
Conetoe, North Carolina
For most of last year, we have been helping renovate what 
has become Welcome House – Conetoe, NC, a mobile home 
that was donated a few years ago. We, along with the CBF 
family, took the challenge and in November last year opened 
the Welcome House. 

Our involvement with the Welcome House Network, 
sponsored by CBF of North Carolina, has brought a fresh 
dimension to our work in the rural areas of eastern North 
Carolina. Welcome House provides a warm and clean place 
to live while in transition. Our Welcome House in Conetoe 
currently houses a Latino family while we work to renovate 
the family’s home. 

Since the completion of this project, we are focusing our 
efforts on Hertford County to provide relief to the depressed 
housing market in Ahoskie, North Carolina. Plans are to cre-
ate a Welcome House in that town of 5,000 people sometime 
in 2023. 

Updates from Our CBF Field Personnel Partners
CBFGA partners with CBF Global-appointed field personnel  

who have significant ties to CBFGA or to the state of Georgia.  
Through our operating budget and our annual State Missions Offering,  

we provide program support funding for these field personnel.

The Foushees in 2019 surrounded by Kanawaza Baptist Church members

The Foushee family amidst Japan’s famous cherry blossoms
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Food Distribution days in 
Conetoe are exciting as volun-
teers gather to work with us 
in distributing some 90 boxes 
of food to senior citizens. We 
must rent a truck, purchase 
gas, and drive to Raleigh to 
pick up the food. Seeing our 
friends and neighbors come 
to receive this much-needed 
box of healthy food is always a 
blessing. 

In early March, our Rural/
Urban Team of CBF visited 
with us here in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina. For the first 

time in two years, we were able to be together as a team, and 
it felt like a family reunion. We are grateful that we also had 
with us CBF Coordinator, Paul Baxley, his assistant Adam 
Granger, and Member Care leaders Lindsi Hines and James 
Stillwell. These friends updated us and cared for us in our 
meeting. We visited our local mission site, heard reports 
from around the country and from different field personnel, 
and joined together for fellowship meals. It was good to be 
together to pray, sing, and support one another. 

Karen, Northern Africa
In March 2022, I celebrated one year of full-time pastoral 
ministry with the National Protestant Church of my country. 
Our church is the only legally authorized church in this 
Muslim kingdom, and we are a spiritual home to Protestant 
foreigners from other countries—most of our members are 
foreign exchange students from other countries in Africa. We 
have eleven congregations spread throughout the country, 
and my role is on a national level, serving in our outreach 
ministry that provides humanitarian assistance and develop-
ment programs for sub-Saharan refugees and migrants who 
find themselves in crisis here in Northern Africa.

LaCount and Joyce McCartney (FBC Griffin) distribute food in Conetoe  Sharing supplies with refugees in northern Africa

Refugees enjoy time together in northern Africa 

Paul Baxley, CBF Coordinator, 
updating Team in Rocky Mount, NC

(Continues on page 15)
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Starting a new faith community is all about people – 
and making a place for them. We have been busy with both. 
We are using the funds from the sale of our house in Atlanta 
– which was formerly a heroin and prostitution house – to 
build a new house – a big barn really – specifically designed 
to help this new church get off the ground well. Thanks to 
God’s providence and the hard work of people from CBFGA 
churches, we are making great progress. While we are 
building this purpose-built church-start house, we are also 
mapping out the social terrain and meeting people every 
chance we get. 

We pray that God will help us see and connect with the 
people God wants us to. We pay attention to people as best 
we can, show them how much God loves them and sees 
them, and invite them to parties. The parties help people 
experience a small taste of God’s good Kingdom and help 
people connect with other great people. Eventually people 
start coming to the parties because of the other people they 
hope they will see again there. And that means community is 
forming. 

One guy we have been getting to know struggles to believe in 
a good God because his biological father was so bad. That is 
an extremely common obstacle to faith and trust in a good 
God. But our conversations and God’s Spirit are chipping 
away at this hurt spot. Recently, with tears in his eyes, our 
new friend said, “I’m starting to get it. It’s like I’ve had a good 
father all along, but I just haven’t picked up the phone. He 
has been right there and I just haven’t picked up the phone.” 
He is so close. One day soon we hope and believe he will be 
joining the family of God.

We are building a church-start house, but God is building a 
church. It’s exciting to see and to be a part of!

Reflection from Millicent Flake, First Baptist 
Church, Dalton, on a mission trip to help with the new 
church start in Blairsville, Georgia:

On a sunny spring day, Nathan and Carrie Dean 
walk the perimeter of their wooded nine acres near 
Blairsville with seven members from First Baptist 
Dalton, excitedly outlining their vision for the prop-
erty. In conjunction with the church/house where 
they will live with their four children and hold get-
togethers and worship services, the Deans envision 
a peaceful retreat for people to encounter God by 
strolling on the trail, sitting by the creek, or enjoying 
the view of the mountains from a wooden bench. 

First Baptist, Dalton, under the leadership of mis-
sions minister Suzanne Hooie, has partnered with 
the Deans to help bring their dream of a church for 
the unchurched to reality. Professional contractors, 
as well as those who know how to use a paintbrush, 
gave their time last summer to erect the walls of the 
church/house. Since then, other CBF churches and 
friends of the Deans have pitched in to continue 
working on the building and landscape the grounds. 

In April, FBC Dalton members donned their work 
clothes and gloves and spent five days clearing brush, 
erecting posts, and building a fence around the 
property. As a part of that group, I have considered it 
an honor to contribute in some small way to the work 
of this dedicated couple and to spend time with their 
family of four children. They are already touching lives 
and showing Christ to those around them, and I am 
excited to see what the future brings. n

Building a Church-Start House!
Nathan and Carrie Dean, Church Starters, Blairsville, Georgia
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2022 Events Energize Participants 
following Covid Closures
MEGAN TURNER DOUD, CBFGA Coordinator for Young Baptist Ministries,  mdoud@cbfga.org

After a year of anticipation, plan-
ning, and many prayers, we have been 
able to have three in-person events so 
far in 2022, hosted and sponsored by 
the CBFGA. The events are as follows: 
Oasis Spiritual Retreat, the New York 
City College Urban Immersion, and 
March Mission Madness.

I had the privilege of representing 
CBFGA on the planning team for 
Oasis, an annual retreat that has been 
sponsored in the past by the CBF 
Youth Ministry Network. This year, 
the Youth Ministry Network decided 
to draw the circle wide and invite 
our friends from the CBF Children’s 
Ministry Network and CBF College 
Ministry Network to have a place at 
the table. Oasis is a special time for 
those serving the Church as vocational 
ministers. Part retreat, part confer-
ence, part networking, part fellowship, 
Oasis is a place of reconnection and 
renewal. This was the fourth Oasis I 
have attended, and each time I leave 
with new friends, a deeper connection 
spiritually, and a deeper reminder of 
my calling. 

After a wonderful week at the Oasis 
retreat in the gorgeous North Carolina 
mountains, I joined twenty-three col-
lege students and leaders in New York 
City, serving and learning alongside 
our friends at Metro Baptist Church. 
Metro’s Urban Immersion Program 
is one of my favorite experiences for 
college and young adults, and this was 
my second time leading such a group. 
Students from Columbus, Athens, 
Macon, and Atlanta were part of this 
experience, and I deeply enjoyed see-
ing connections that were being made 
across different cities and experiences. 

For me, it was so good to be doing 
something like this with students 
again. 

We saw sides of the city that many 
people don’t see or don’t choose to 
see when visiting tourist spots such as 
Times Square or Rockefeller Center. 
One of the most meaningful parts of 
the immersion was something that I 
have experienced before but which 
each time brings tears to my eyes: we 
devoted one day specifically to 9/11. 

Our students had the opportunity to 
meet and hear from Ronnie Adams, 
a former CBF field personnel, who 
was at Metro Church on 9/11/2001. 
Ronnie, along with other ministers 
and volunteers, did what I believe 
Jesus would have done — they opened 
the church doors wide, providing a 
safe place for people to come as they 
ran from the falling towers. They 
provided phone lines to call out to 
loved ones. They went downstairs to 
their food ministries and started cook-
ing meals. They retrieved clothes from 
the clothing closet to give to people 
who were covered in dust. As evening 
came, they realized these people 
needed a place to sleep. They went 
up to the fourth floor, where we slept 
during our trip, to bring downstairs 
all the mattresses off of the beds, 
filling the sanctuary with sleeping 
places for everyone. They watched the 
news together, prayed, and cried with 
individuals they had just met. They 
were the church. 

After hearing Ronnie’s stories, we 
were able to go through the 9/11 
museum to read, watch, and hear 
others’ stories from that day, the day 
that changed everything. I left that 

museum after my 
second visit, hopeful 
for our nation again 
to come together 
as one and to learn once again to love 
each other as Jesus taught us to.

I look forward to many more of these 
experiences with our college students 
in the years to come. 

Our busy spring event season wrapped 
up with March Mission Madness at 
Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church 
in Atlanta. March Mission Madness is 
a CBF statewide event where middle 
school and high school students 
gather at a host church for worship, 
fellowship, and service through local 
mission projects. 

What a great weekend we experienced 
together! I had chills and tears 
after Saturday night’s worship and 
communion. As I closed us with the 
benediction that evening, I said to the 
students and adults how wonderful 
this time together had been, that after 
two years of not worshiping or taking 
communion together, we were back 
together again. Our students learned 
what it meant to be a good neighbor 
by being the hands and feet of Jesus 
Christ in the community. “All of us 
at some time or the other, need help, 
each one of us has something valuable 
to bring to this world. That’s one of the 
things that connects us as neighbors. 
In our own way, each of us is a giver 
and a receiver.” — Mr. Rogers.

I am looking forward to what 2022-
2023 will hold for CBFGA and for 
our children, youth, and college 
ministries.

Peace, Megan  n

Save the date:  Young Adult Summit • January 13-16, 2023  
Blue Ridge Assembly • Black Mountain, NC 
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The Oasis 2022 retreat held 
February 8-11, in Montreat, North 
Carolina, attracted many CBFGA 
youth, children’s, and college 
ministers.  

Daniel Potter, Minister of 
Youth, First Baptist Church of 
Columbus: Oasis 2022 was special 
for many reasons. Having served 
the CBF Youth Ministry Network as 
treasurer and then president, I have 
had a first-hand look at what made it 
so spectacular. Watching Oasis grow 
has been spectacular: from a niche 
event catering to youth ministers 
all the way to the event blossoming 
into its most recent form, growing to 
welcome children’s, youth, and college 
ministers. From a sabbath week 
centered on grades 6-12, the retreat 
has grown into an event celebrated 
by all who minister to and with young 
disciples, cradle roll through college 
graduation. From an event welcom-
ing 60-70 members, it has grown to 
one that hosted over 140 participants 
in 2022 from across CBF life. Oasis 
has changed to meet the needs of 
CBFministers in a similar trajectory 
to the way I have left that respite 
every other year. Simply put, the 

event and I have 
become more robust, 
more impactful, and 
more whole because 
of the growth realized 
leading up to, during, 
and following this 
unique gathering.

Between tears and 
guffaws, tender 
mercies, and joyous 
celebration, Oasis continues to 
be a safe place for ministers to 
reflect on what Lillian Daniel 
and Martin B. Copenhaver dub 
our “odd and wondrous call-
ing.” Together, following this 
year’s special new installment, 
children, youth, and collegiate 
ministers have filled our 
individual and collective cups 
to continue the life-changing 
and life-giving work of our ministries. 
We’ve recommitted, reconnected, and 
revitalized the work we each do in 
our own communities and across the 
Fellowship at large. n

  PASSPORT Camps Staffers from Georgia or with Georgia Ties

PASSPORTkids

Laure FitzSimons • Director  (Smoke Rise Baptist)

Hannah Knight • Bible Study Leader (FBC Athens)

Cooper McGill • Bible Study Leader (FBC Augusta)

PASSPORTyouth

Livy Baxley • Bible Study Leader (FBC Athens)

Ben Browne • Bible Study Leader (Highland Hills Baptist)

Barron Wallace • Bible Study Leader (FBC Athens)

Anna Walker • Pastor (FBC Jasper)

Laure FitzSimons Hannah Knight Cooper McGill Livy Baxley Ben Browne Barron Wallace Anna Walker

An Expanded Oasis Retreat Returns!

Oasis attendees worship together in beautiful Montreat, NC.

Georgia youth, children, and college ministers at Oasis

McAfee graduates at Oasis

“...an event celebrated by all who  
minister to and with young disciples...”
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Steve Cothran, Youth Minister at Central Baptist Church 
Newnan: “It's been a long two years, so when March rolled 
around this year, our group was ready for anything! The meals 
together, the group worship, and most of all, the mission project 
we participated in were just what we needed to restore our 
‘pandemic-weary’ souls. As our kids sorted and packed reading 
materials for an organization called Books for Africa, they also 
learned how literacy can be life-changing by helping lift people 
out of poverty and into good-paying jobs. Our youth were grate-
ful for the opportunity to serve with youth from all over Georgia 
during this incredible weekend!”

Adam Bounds, Youth Minister at First Baptist Church of 
Warm Springs: “We thoroughly enjoyed our time at MMM this 
year.  It was a life-changing experience for many of our youth.  
We were extremely happy with the mission sites, as they allowed 
our youth to minister to a wide variety of people with unique 
situations.  The youth got to see people in situations that may 
have only been real via TV, and then got to minister to those 
people through something as simple as handing them a plate of 
food, painting a fence for kids, or raking leaves. It showed them 
how big of an impact little things can have on others' lives, and 
how Christ wants us to show his love to others in any way we can. 
It opened their eyes to ways they could also serve others in their 
own community.  We can't wait to come back next year.”

Mara, a student from First Baptist Church of Warm 
Springs: “March Mission Madness is a trip I will never forget. 
I made new friends and began to understand what mission 
work is. The beginning of the trip scared me because I didn’t 
know what to expect, but when we got there I immediately 
felt comfortable and like God’s arms were wrapped around me. 
Working the second day and getting to see how Atlanta runs and 
learning how to help take care of the community has helped me 
out in more ways than one. The worship time showed me how 
to connect with other Christians that I had never met. This trip 
will always be a way to remember what has happened in Christ's 
community and how to help later on in life.”  n

Participating MMM 2022 Churches:

Central Baptist Church, Newnan

First Baptist Church of Warm Springs

First Baptist Church, Carrollton

First Baptist Church of Christ, Macon

First Baptist Church, Commerce

First Baptist Church, Gainesville, Florida

Haddock Baptist Church, Haddock

Haven Fellowship, Conyers

New Life Christian Ministries, Marietta

Northeast Baptist Church, Atlanta

Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta

Vineville Baptist Church, Macon

March 18-20 marked the return of March Mission 
Madness, as about 150 youth and chaperones gathered 
at Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta for a 
weekend of service, worship, and fellowship. 

Enthusiastic youth tackled a variety of mission projects at 
sites around the area, and James Blay led us ably in wor-
ship, invoking the memory of Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood 
with scripture and messages related to the theme of 
“Won’t You be My Neighbor?” A few first-hand reports 
(right) best tell the story of this year’s MMM.

We look forward already to Mission Madness 
2023 (note the slight name change),  

planned for APRIL 14-16, 2023,  
at First Baptist Church, Columbus!

    THE REVIEWS ARE IN: MMM 2022 a Hit for Youth!
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creative and sensitive ways of minis-
tering with homeless people. Students 
came from the University of Georgia, 
Georgia Gwinnet College, Columbus 
State University, and Mercer 
University.

Emily Harbin, Minister of Youth 
and College at First Baptist 
Church, Athens, said this about her 
experience: “With the support of CBF 
of Georgia, First Baptist Athens sent 
three UGA students to NYC for an 
Urban Immersion experience during 
their college spring break week. It 
was a gift to see our students experi-
ence so many “firsts” together as they 
learned about poverty, inclusion, and 
social justice through the lens of their 
Christian faith. Meaningful connec-
tions between students from across 
our state and CBF life were formed 
in shared mission work, $1 slices 
of pizza, worship, and long subway 
rides. The bonds forged and the 
lessons learned on the streets of Hell’s 
Kitchen will serve both our young 
people and our congregations well 
into the future.”  

Keelin Walsh, First Baptist 
Church, Athens, college student 
reports: “I am extremely grateful for 
the experience I had while on the 

CBF of Georgia Urban Immersion 
Trip to New York City. Prior to the 
trip, my only thoughts about the city 
were filled with apprehension and 
frankly, fear. But after establishing 
relationships with the ministers and 
volunteers in Metro Baptist Church, 
as well as with other college students 
and leaders on the trip, the city feels 
more like a community. Not only did 
we feel God’s presence through the 
volunteer work and group conversa-
tions that occurred, but I personally 
felt God comforting me and encourag-
ing me to look at the city with a fresh 
perspective.”

Brandon Strozier, First Baptist 
Church, Columbus, and Second 
Story College Minister adds: 
“The CBFGA college trip to New 
York City and Metro Baptist Church 
that spanned the 2022 spring break 
week was nothing short of amazing. 
Working hand-in-hand with the 
Metro staff, Megan and her coworkers 
planned and executed an incredible 
experience for all involved. The num-
ber of opportunities and experiences 
the students had that weren’t only 
meaningful but also varied was stag-
gering. We left that week with a much 
better understanding of homelessness 
and some ways that we as individuals 
can help. One thing that our students 
mentioned time and again was this 

During spring break, students 
from several Georgia college 
campuses took part in an Urban 
Immersion Program through Metro 
Baptist Church in New York City. 
Led by Megan Doud, Associate 
Coordinator for Young Baptist 
Ministries for CBFGA, the students 
and chaperones explored many 
diverse parts of the city and expe-
rienced a wide range of ministry 
and learning opportunities. Major 
emphasis was placed on learning 
about homelessness and discovering 

Students on the trip  
overwhelmingly reported  

the experience to be challenging 
and life-changing.  

Our hope is that such experiences 
will lead to lives of service and  

of being the hands and feet  
of Christ wherever these students 

go in life.

(Continues on page 14)

CHALLENGING AND LIFE-CHANGING: 
College Students Experience NYC  

Urban Immersion Trip
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CBFGA Churches Change Outreach and Missions Efforts Post-COVID ... (continued from page 1)

direct participation for at least part of the last two years. 
Many congregations have curtailed and rethought camps 
and mission trips, while at the same time increasing their 
emphasis on food assistance for neighbors in need. 

Food ministries have been especially important, as more 
needy people have asked for assistance. One church that 
responded started in their parking lot a small food pantry 
that is accessible to the community at all hours. Other 
congregations have stepped up partnerships with local 
food pantries. Another church has increased its ongoing 
contributions to a local group that provides food for needy 
children through a mentoring program connected to the 
local school system.

One church says that it has been very slow to “get back 
out there,” and that they have had only a few “y’all come” 
events since reopening without masks just a few months 
back. While a few churches have had success with resum-
ing senior adult activities as before, others say that their 
older adults have been reticent to venture out or to resume 
business as usual. For many, covered dish events have not 
been resumed and may never be reinstituted. Many seniors 
are more comfortable now with catered meals. One church 
even discovered that their older senior adults are finding 
covered dish meals to be “too much trouble,” and too dan-
gerous when they involve carrying a hot dish to their cars 
and then into the church – just one of the side discoveries 
that church has made!

One church in particular has given up traditional RAs 
and GAs, an idea that had come up before COVID, but 
that came to fruition in the uncertainty of adjusting to 
new realities and not knowing how many children would 
come back on Wednesday nights. Those programs have 
been replaced by something new for the children on those 
nights. 

Another church has combed through their bylaws to find 
and do away with committees that are no longer function-
ing – as the respondent said, “the pandemic forced us to 
look at our programs and to truly see what was working 
well and what wasn’t.”

First Baptist, Saint Simon’s Island, recently reinstated 
its “Neighbor Day” after several years of not having this 
event. Volunteers worked on projects in three locations in 
nearby Brunswick, organizing and labeling items in a foster 
care ministry’s storage room, pressure-washing and doing 
other outdoor work at a day center for the homeless, and 
weeding landscape areas and re-planting a flower bed at 
the International Seaman’s Center. Member Glenda Kessler 
reports that it felt good to be involved in ministry projects 
in the community again.

Many churches report that Sunday School classes 
have changed through the pandemic. Some older 
classes have disbanded or reorganized because of 
deaths and aging. For some, the former Sunday 
School classes have simply never re-formed after 
the initial shutdown. Many have consolidated 
classes. For others, an online class option remains, 
even as in-person classes have resumed; some have 
invested in technology that lets class members 
feel present even from home! Some churches have 
found new life through new small group gatherings, 

(Continues on page 14)

First Baptist, Saint Simon’s Island, recently reinstated its “Neighbor 
Day” after several years of not having this event. Volunteers worked on 

projects in three locations in nearby Brunswick.

John’s Creek Baptist Church in Alpharetta has been offering what they term 
the “Mobilization Studio,”  that invites people to join in thinking deeply and 
creatively imagining where God is calling each of them to find meaning and 
purpose in life...
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CBFGA Churches Change Outreach and Missions Efforts Post-COVID ... (continued from page 13)

some online and some in person, meeting either on 
Sunday mornings or at other times and at varying venues 
throughout the week. One church cites a new Wednesday 
night small group for young parents, completely lay-led, 
that has helped revitalize that age group, at the same time 
increasing attendance at Wednesday night children’s choir 
and missions activities. Another describes a very flexible 
small group of young couples that meets in all kinds of 
places, watching a video curriculum on their own and then 
discussing it when they meet. Another church has added 
various Sunday activities designed to promote community 
after so many months apart, including a “first Sunday” 
doughnuts and coffee fellowship before Sunday School and 
a Fifth Sunday communal breakfast and lesson for adults.

When it comes to traditional missions trips, most all 
congregations have eschewed overseas mission trips and 
have yet to begin to reschedule those. CBFGA, which had 
planned to offer mission immersion experiences with some 
of our overseas CBF field personnel partners, has put those 
plans on hold while we see what the next year holds. Some 
churches have continued their stateside mission efforts, 
particularly with their youth (the thinking being that since 
the youth are in school together, there is less fear than 
with older adults) such as participating in Appalachian 
Outreach, which they missed only in 2020. That church’s 
youth went to Alaska last summer and plan to go to 
Louisiana this summer on a mission trip. 

A few churches have bravely imagined new outreach 
efforts. Garden Lakes Baptist Church in Rome is intention-
ally reconnecting with their ever-changing community, 
through what they are calling “RE-Effort 2022.” Beginning 
with community discussions and through Garden Lakes 
Community Gathering and Cookout, the church aims 

to reengage, rebuild, recommit, reestablish, renew, and 
restart. Plans call for a VBS open to the neighborhood and 
a prayer walk in the fall to meet people and ask what people 
need from the church. Listening and asking is key to the 
church’s efforts.

John’s Creek Baptist Church in Alpharetta has been offer-
ing what they term the “Mobilization Studio,” defined as a 
place to engage in creative and imaginative work, partly in 
response to the question asked by poet Mary Oliver: “Tell 
me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and pre-
cious life?” According to Terri Byrd, Mobilization Pastor, 
the studio “invites people to join in thinking deeply and 
creatively imagining where God is calling each of us to find 
meaning and purpose in life, and then, how to mobilize that 
purpose in service.” 

Another church, Milledge Avenue Baptist Church in 
Athens, reached beyond the usual avenues of outreach 
and hosted a Broadway review this spring, playing to a full 
house. The event was planned and mostly produced by 
church guests who are also involved in community theatre. 
There was nothing religious about the event, according to 
pastor Nathan Byrd, and no church staff ever got on stage, 
but as he says, “it opened the door (literally) for those who 
have never been to a church or who feel traumatized by 
past involvement in a church.” The event has resulted in 
new visitors on Sundays and will be repeated in the future.

While the future remains uncertain in light of COVID-19, 
CBFGA churches are adjusting, learning, listening, and 
responding to community needs. Praise God for their flex-
ibility, creativity, and commitment to being Christ’s hands 
and feet across Georgia. n

awareness of how Metro Baptist Church 
helped those in need. They didn’t give 
people only what they needed, but also 
what they wanted. They treated them not as 
beggars but in their full humanity, allowing 
them the privilege of having preferences 
and fulfilling those wishes. We immediately 
knew that the week would be one that mat-
tered and now, looking back, we were right. 
Thank you CBFGA for making this trip 
possible. We were blessed by this experi-
ence!” n

College Students Experience NYC Immersion Trip ... (continued from page 12)

“We were blessed  
by this experience!”
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 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 01/1/2021 - 12/31/2021
Operating Budget Receipts:  $503,222.11
Operating Budget Expenses:  $365,850.40

Designated Gifts Received:  $235,290.25

FRANK & SUSAN BROOME ENDOWMENT
$1,453,248.98

Financial Report

CBF State Coordinators’ Meeting, Raleigh
Central Baptist Church, Newnan

Fellowship Baptist Church, Americus
First Baptist Church, Augusta

First Baptist Church, Carrollton
First Baptist Church, Columbus

First Baptist Church, Decatur
First Baptist Church, Fitzgerald

First Baptist Church, Forsyth
First Baptist Church, Griffin

First Baptist Church of Christ at Macon
Hardwick Baptist Church, Hardwick

Highland Hills Baptist Church, Macon
Johns Creek Baptist Church, Alpharetta

McAfee School of Theology
Metro Baptist Church, New York City

Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta
Second Story College Ministry  

(First Baptist, Columbus)
Trinity Baptist Church, Moultrie

CBFGA ON THE ROAD, IN PERSON & ONLINE 

 January - April, 2022

If you would like for Jody Long or any of our staff to speak, preach, teach, consult, lead,  
or minister with your congregation, please contact CBFGA.

Updates from Our CBF Field Personnel Partners ... (continued from page 7)

The past year has been busy! Together with my colleague (a pastor from 
Ethiopia), we have been busy traveling cross-country to visit our teams on-site 
and encourage them in their work. We provide a lot of pastoral care for our 
ministry volunteers. We have helped clarify our ministry’s mission, vision, and 
slogan. We are building partnerships with local non-profits and government orga-
nizations, and we spend a significant amount of time writing reports for grants 
and looking for funds to support our work. This past year we had the pleasure of 
leading four regional retreats to help train our volunteers in procedures and best 
practices and have had the joy of watching church members grow in their walk 
with Christ and in their service to our neighbors. 

One of my favorite recent memories happened at one of our regional training 
events. One of our volunteers, Jean, told me his story. He left his home country 
of Cameroon after terrorists killed most of his family. Separated from his sister 
somewhere over the Sahara Desert, he eventually found himself at the mercy 
of human traffickers. After several escapes and close calls, he eventually was 
deported to the south of my country, near the desert. In that city, our church 
had a skills training program for migrants in need, and he enrolled to learn 
carpentry. During that time, he became beloved by our whole church community. 
He now serves as the vice-chair of our ministry team and is a skilled carpenter. 
His testimony is a reminder of the powerful work that God is doing through the 
church here.

It is an honor and a pleasure to represent CBFGA here in Northern Africa, and I 
am so grateful for your financial partnership that makes this ministry possible. 
Together, we are providing meals, medical care, skills training, and education 
opportunities to people in desperate need. Your prayers and support are helping 
my church embody the love of Christ. n
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NOVEMBER 11-13
Fall Retreat for Youth 
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Young Adult Summit 
Blue Ridge Assembly 
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Hello friends!  LAST CALL! We are asking all current 
recipients of our print newsletter, Visions, to help by updating 
your information. We need to hear from you. Those who do not 
respond will be removed from the Visions mailing list. 

If you have already responded, thank-you!

1 •  Online  Go to the SUBSCRIBE button at the top right of our 
website’s home page: cbfga.org. Click and fill in the informa-
tion requested.

2 •  By email  Email mkremer@cbfga.org.

3 •  QR Code  Scan the QR code using the camera on 
your smartphone, then complete the information.

4 •  By mail  Complete this card and mail.

We want to hear  
from you! Please help us update our mailing list. 

Reply ASAP! 

On the Calendar


