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Merry Christmas !
Thank you for your support in 2021!
PLEASE NOTE:

All CBFGA contributions to be credited in 2021 MUST be postmarked by Friday, December 31, 2021.
The actual envelope must have a 2021 postmark – we cannot count for 2021 any checks
that are dated 2021 but are mailed in 2022!

Online contributions for 2021 will be accepted through December 31, 2021.
Please direct any questions to Rachel Greco at rgreco@cbfga.org or 478-742-1191.

Looking Ahead as We Celebrate CBF’s Past
“Those who cannot remember

I meet with church leaders, whether
deacons or pastor search committees,
the conversation quickly turns to
regaining what the church has lost
over the past thirty or forty years,
whether previous financial or community status, membership numbers
or demographics, or even denominational status.

However we remember (or misremember) this quote, the sentiment
is the same: remembering our past
and learning from our mistakes helps
us chart a promising future. This is
true from a community standpoint
but also for congregations and
denominations.

For most of us, the past eighteen
months have been a never-ending
object lesson in remembering
what is lost. We have lost far too
many friends and family members,
too much familiar rhythm in our
daily lives, and so much trust and
confidence in leaders — at every
level — that it is no surprise that we
wax nostalgic. A return to the good
old days sounds comforting, but the
only problem is that we too often
misremember days gone by.

the past are condemned to repeat it,”
wrote George Santayana. Winston
Churchill wrote, “Those that fail to
learn from history are doomed to
repeat it.” Edmund Burke is often
misquoted as having said, “Those who
don’t know history are destined to
repeat it.”

Many of us moderate, CBFsupporting Baptists remember all too
well the events of the late 1970s and
1980s; others of us have certainly
heard of them. The strife and discord
of the fundamentalist takeover of the
Southern Baptist Convention during
that decade and more helped birth
the movement we know and love as
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
CBF was founded not with our eyes
on political control but as a place
where people of various theological,
social, and, yes, even political stripes
could find common ground in diversity of thought, belief, and people
while following the movement of
God’s Spirit in the world.
Our first thirty years have not been
an easy journey. CBF’s emergence,
unfortunately, coincided with a
rapid decline in religious and church
participation in America. Many folks
who helped fill the pews in the early
1990s are no longer there, for all
sorts of reasons. This shift has caused
good, healthy churches to have difficult conversations about mission,
ministry, finances, and leadership in
the past few years. Inevitably, when
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One of my favorite podcasts, The
Happiness Lab, hosted by Dr. Laurie
Santos, recently featured an episode
entitled “Why Nostalgia Ain’t So
Rosy.” In this episode, Dr. Santos
describes how our brains make
and retain memories. According to
neuroscientists, our brains aren’t
exactly video recorders of our lives;
we don’t have unlimited storage to
capture each moment in a pristine,
historically factual way. Instead,
our brains often delete the boring
and even painful parts of our lives,
holding onto moments that often
hold great significance and generally
skew positively. Are there negative
moments that we remember? Sure.
But more often we remember only the
good times, fast-forwarding through
the boring stuff that did not make
the highlight reels. Nostalgia thus can
be a tricky tool for recalling the past:
we tend to remember the good or
exciting parts of life, eschewing those
moments that we did not like.

2021 marked the 30th anniversary
of the founding of the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship. In Visions
magazine this year, we have retold the
stories that precipitated our founding,
heard from ministers and friends who
were at the Omni in Atlanta in 1991,
and in our last issue, remembered
the founding of Baptist Women in
Ministry and its central place in the
life of CBF’s founding and continued
ministry. We did not stroll down
memory lane for nostalgia’s sake.
We told these stories not simply to
remind us of our past, but with an
eye toward our future.
I am excited that our friend and
colleague, Dr. Paul Baxley, Executive
Coordinator of Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, has brought his voice to
this issue of Visions. As a former pastor, Paul knows the challenges facing
congregations today, and he certainly
understands the issues that CBF faces
in the years to come. Paul does not
fall back into sappy nostalgia or dive
headlong into existential despair. He
brings a word of hope and faithfulness to our common calling to be the
hands and feet of Christ in the world
today and in the days ahead. This
calling has been the connecting tissue
from our past to our present and will
be, we hope, that which ties us firmly
to God’s future. The story of moderate, CBF Baptists began when those
sisters and brothers who were filled
with determination, courage, compassion, and hope
met to chart a new
course of being and
connecting in our
world. Thanks be to
God for our history
that has shaped us.
Glory be to God for
JODY LONG
our future, which
Executive Coordinator
will define us. n
CBFGA
jlong@cbfga.org

Consider a Legacy Gift
for CBFGA’s 30th Birthday

In 2021, we celebrated the 30th
anniversary of the founding of CBF
Global. In 2022, we have another
birthday to celebrate as CBFGA turns
thirty! As part of the 30th birthday
celebration, we are offering CBFGA
folks the opportunity to cement their
legacy and the ongoing ministry and
mission of CBFGA by giving a legacy
gift, also known as a planned gift, to
CBFGA. A legacy gift is any gift given
out of one’s assets. A legacy gift gives
you the ability through your resources
to impact the future vision of sharing the hope of Christ through your
church or through CBFGA.
Through a legacy gift, a person can
increase their investment in the
causes of CBFGA without affecting
their day-to-day cash flow or finances.

ear
We want to h
from you!

With legacy or planned gifts, you will:
— Receive an estate tax charitable
deduction
— Lessen the tax burden on your
family
— Secure the legacy of our organization’s missions and ministries for
generations to come
Legacy gifts can take many forms. You
may simply include CBFGA in your
will or trust, or you may name CBFGA
as a beneficiary of an insurance policy.
Gifts of stock can be given, as can
gifts through your retirement plan. In
certain instances, gifts may be made
of property or of real estate. Gifts
may also be made through the Frank
& Susan Broome Endowment Fund
of CBFGA. You will want to consult

your financial or legal advisor about
which gifts are best suited to your
situation, and the CBF Foundation
stands ready to help facilitate all
manner of legacy gifts.
Please contact Shauw Chin Capps at
scapps@cbf.net or Jody Long at jlong@
cbfga.org for more information.
Brochures are available from the
CBFGA office. n

Please help us update our mailing list. Reply by June 1, 2022.

Hello friends!

Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship of Georgia (CBFGA) is cleaning up
our mailing list and database. We are asking all
current recipients of our print newsletter, Visions,
to help by updating your information. We need
to hear from you by June 1, 2022. Those who do
not respond will be removed from the Visions
mailing list after that time.

First Name:

There are three options for responding:

Email Address:

1 • O nline Go to the SUBSCRIBE button at the top
right of our website’s home page: cbfga.org.
Click and fill in the information requested.

2 • Q R Code Scan the QR code using the
camera on your smartphone, then
complete the information.

3 • B y mail Complete this card and mail.

__________________________________
Last Name:
__________________________________
Mailing Address:
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
Church Affiliation:
__________________________________
I wish to subscribe to:
o Visions Magazine (print edition)
o i-Visions Magazine (digital edition)
o Re-Visions (monthly via email)

CBF of Georgia • 478-742-1191 • www.cbfga.org • P.O. Box 4343, Macon GA 31208-4343
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2021 CBFGA

State Gathering

A

Together Again!

fter two long years with no face-to-face meetings,
somewhere around 150 CBFGA folks were happy to
be together in Gainesville on November 7-8! From
breakouts to worship to lingering conversations in
hallways and over meals, the joy of gathering again was
apparent. We commissioned church starters in Blairsville,
we adopted significant changes to our Constitution and
Bylaws, we introduced a Legacy Giving campaign to coincide with the upcoming 30th birthday of CBF of Georgia
in 2022, we heard a call to action from Baptist Women in
Ministry, and we prayerfully considered “God’s Next” for us
through worship and study. Most of all, participants simply
enjoyed the fellowship and contagious joy of being together
after a long time apart.
We thank First Baptist, Gainesville, for being a wonderful
host church, and we look forward to being at First Baptist,
Augusta, in November of 2022 for our next State Gathering!
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The Adoption of a Revised Constitution
and Bylaws for CBFGA
A notable part of the State Gathering was the adoption of a
revised Constitution and Bylaws for CBFGA. Every five years,
a review of these documents is required “for the purpose of
reconciling the Constitution and Bylaws to changes in the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Georgia.” In this case,
partly because of recent adaptations precipitated by the
COVID-19 pandemic, more sweeping changes to the Bylaws
were proposed and accepted. A detailed examination of the
changes will be forthcoming in 2022, but these are the most
significant adjustments:
More flexibility for meetings:

2021 CBFGA Nominating Committee Report
(RED indicates new Coordinating Council or Ministry
Team member OR a person in a new position on either the
Coordinating Council or a ministry team.)

COORDINATING COUNCIL
Moderator: Norma Rushing, First Baptist, Decatur
Moderator-Elect: Steven Norris, First Baptist, Griffin
Past-Moderator: Ron McClung, Haddock Baptist
Clerk: Jennifer Jindrich, First Baptist, Carrollton
Treasurer: Neil Heath, Highland Hills Baptist, Macon
Endowment Management Board Chair:
Lamar Barden, Garden Lakes Baptist, Rome

•M
 eetings going forward may take place in-person,
virtually, or digitally, or a combination of these ways,
depending on circumstance and need.

Coordinating Council At-Large:
Paula “Pete” Frost, The Oaks Baptist, Lyons
Katie Faison, Central Baptist, Newnan
Emily Harbin, First Baptist, Athens

A streamlined, more flexible Coordinating Council and
restructured committees:

TEAMS

• I nstead of a large, over-arching Coordinating Council,
from which standing committees are all drawn, the
Coordinating Council will be a smaller group, with six
teams (rather than committees) extending the work of
CBFGA.
•T
 he three administrative teams (Administration/
Personnel, Finance, and Nominating) will continue to
be drawn from the Coordinating Council, while the
three ministry teams (Missions, Congregational Life, and
Leadership Development) will reach beyond the Council
for members. The chairs of the ministry teams will be
members of the Coordinating Council.

Missions Team
Chair: Suzanne Hooie, First Baptist, Dalton
Members:
	
John Paul Harris, Horizon Baptist Fellowship,
Summerville
Beth McIntyre, Fellowship Baptist, Fitzgerald
	
Kay Shurden, First Baptist Church of Christ,
Macon
Laura Smith, First Baptist, Marietta
	
Heather Webb, Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist,
Atlanta

The Coordinating Council beginning January 1, 2022,
will include the following:

Congregational Life Team

•O
 fficers of CBFGA: Moderator, Moderator-Elect, PastModerator, Clerk, Treasurer

Members:
Millicent Flake, First Baptist, Dalton

•C
 hair of the CBFGA Endowment Management Board

	
Cindy Folendore, Hardwick Baptist, Milledgeville

•C
 hairs of the Missions, Congregational Life, and
Leadership Development Teams
•T
 hree (3) At-Large Members from CBFGA
New officers, including Coordinating Council members
and Team members, will begin their terms on January 1
of the year following election, rather than at the moment
of election as in the past. During the transition, current Coordinating Council members who wish to finish
their leadership terms are filling many of the team and
Coordinating Council slots, with new persons filling any
remaining open slots.
Please direct any questions to Jody Long at jlong@cbfga.org.

Chair: Jessica Asbell Oravec, First Baptist, Roswell

Joy Huddlestun, First Baptist, Jasper
	Sherry Lester, Milledge Avenue Baptist, Athens
Greg Pope, First Baptist, Fitzgerald
Leadership Development Team
Chair: Loretta Smith, Heritage Fellowship, Canton
Members:
John Callaway, First Baptist, Savannah
Todd Smith, Vineville Baptist, Macon
	
Becca Springfield, Central Baptist, Newnan
John Uldrick, First Baptist, Rome
Deb Walters, Johns Creek Baptist, Alpharetta n
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What Will Be the Future of CBF?
PAUL BAXLEY, pbaxley@cbf.net

T

a quite different kind of celebration as we have watched
his past summer, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
congregations respond to multiple challenges with agility,
marked the 30th anniversary of its founding in a
perseverance, and bold faithfulness. We have seen theologiSpirit-filled gathering of Baptists who came to Atlancal schools develop new ways of preparing women and
ta from all over the United States. This coming year
men whom God has called to ministry. We have seen field
marks the 30th anniversary of the Cooperative Bappersonnel, chaplains, church starters, and so many others
tist Fellowship of Georgia. I dare say, five years ago,
find ways to bear witness to Christ’s love
when we marked our 25th anniversary
in word and deed in the midst of a world
of ministry and service, none of us could
that is badly broken. These are signs of the
have imagined where the world would be
If congregations are
Holy Spirit’s renewal in our midst. And I
by the time this observance came.
to thrive in these days,
believe these signs of renewal in our midst
Who could have imagined a global
if pastoral leaders are
are testimony to the hopes and dreams
pandemic that forced congregations all
that motivated many of you to take the
to have the imagination,
over the world to reimagine their most
bold and courageously faithful step of
basic ministries on literally a moment’s
energy, perseverance, and
establishing this community in a Spiritnotice? Who could have foreseen the
filled gathering in Atlanta three decades
renewal that is needed,
profound challenges this pandemic
ago.
we cannot face these days
would pose for CBF field personnel
around the world and for their colleagues
alone. We need one another Even though we have seen these unmisin other mission-sending organizations?
takable signs of renewal, we also know
more than ever. In other
that congregations and denominational
Because we could not have imagined the
communities are facing tremendous
words, our future depends
pandemic, we would not have known
on fully realizing the power challenges. This was true before March
the ways something like the coronavirus
2020, and the pandemic experience has
would lay bare all the other deepest
of being a Fellowship.
only intensified the challenges. It is good
ailments of our public life and of our
for us to be honest about this reality.
religious communities. Five years ago, we
Beyond that honesty, there are many
were well aware of the gathering storm of paralyzing partivoices raising questions about the present and future for
sanship, but I wonder if we could have imagined how much
congregations and denominations. As we mark this 30th
more intense and destructive it could become.
anniversary still seeking relief from the pandemic, what will
be the future for our congregations? What will be the future
Just as this world was not imaginable to most of us five years
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship?
ago, we have not marked our 30th anniversary in any of the
ways we would have imagined. Instead, we have witnessed
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While I do not deny that our congregations face significant
challenges, I still believe that congregations are essential to
the mission of Jesus, and that congregations are uniquely
gifted by the Holy Spirit to be agents through whom
individuals and communities experience the healing and
transformation of Christ. I believe if we lead courageously,
pray fervently, and cultivate an openness to strategic and
faithful agility, our congregations can have a powerful
future.
What about the future of the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship? I believe our future depends on embracing our
calling to support the thriving of congregations, to have a
unique way of participating in Jesus’ mission and offering
a necessary public witness. While we Baptists will always
affirm the autonomy of local congregations, the pandemic
has made clear in unmistakable ways the danger, even the
deadliness, of isolation. If congregations are to thrive in
these days, if pastoral leaders are to have the imagination,
energy, perseverance, and renewal that is needed, we cannot
face these days alone. We need one another more than ever.
In other words, our future depends on fully realizing the
power of being a Fellowship.
Those of you who have been around from the beginning
know that there has been a running, though often under the
radar, debate about whether or not this Baptist community
is properly named. Is it right to call us a Fellowship? Is that
word really strong enough to capture who God is calling us
to be? Should we, some have wondered, have opted instead
for convention, or union, or association or something of
that nature?
The 30th anniversary of our Fellowship is as good a time as
any for us to put this question to rest as nearly as we can,
and for me to say I think those of you who chose this name
got it exactly right. It turns out, fellowship is a stronger word
than any other. In our parlance, fellowship has often been
reduced to a description of a covered dish meal or a name
of a big room in many church facilities. But biblically, it is
much more powerful. It is a common English translation of
a word used in I John 1 and Philippians…the word koinonia.
As is set forth in 1 John, fellowship or koinonia is simultaneously community with the Triune God and with one
another. Fellowship is a powerful community that grows
out of the inner life of God and opens into the world.
Fellowship binds us to God and to one another in ways of
relating, loving, and serving that change us and change the
world. Fellowship means that we are not left to our own
devices and that we do not face the most substantial challenges alone.

being invited into a relationship with God and with one
another in which we are equipped for bold faithfulness and
are empowered for our own transformation and that of our
communities and the world.
What if we were to come out of this season with a deeper
commitment to really being a Fellowship? What if we were
to conclude that what the world most needs right now is not
another political entity, or another convention or conference or union? What if we were to believe that what the
world most needs is a community simultaneously in relation
with the Triune God and in ever widening community with
one another held by a relentless confidence in the power of
congregations, an unshakable commitment to the thriving
of congregations, the calling and forming of leaders, the
pursuit of a shared participation in Christ’s mission, and the
cultivation of a necessary public witness?
What if these days have spurred a renewal of our sense of
calling and the urgency of our life together? Might it be that
down the road, three decades from now when this community turns sixty, some other person might stand in some
gathering we cannot imagine and say that from the threshold of a time of terrible travail our Fellowship found new
purpose, and that we were different beyond this time?
If that is to be true, I predict that our Fellowship will emerge
from this season not only drawn more deeply into community with a God who invites us into fellowship and equips us
for ministry to transform us and the world, but that our life
together will be marked by inviting more and more congregations, from more and more places, into this life together,
so that we might be more powerfully equipped to be a community through whom God transforms the world.
So what I do I believe about our future? I believe the Holy
Spirit is giving us an opportunity to live fully and dramatically into the holy dreams that founded us. I believe the
Risen Christ is doing a new thing in the world and may even
work through us (by sheer grace) to offer a new kind of
denominational life, not for the sake of the denomination,
but for the sake of congregations and ultimately Christ’s
mission in the world. For that I pray. For that I hope. For
that I cannot wait. n
— Paul Baxley is Executive Coordinator, CBF Global,
and former Senior Pastor of First Baptist, Athens

Fellowship means being a community that learns together
from God and one another. The most powerful Fellowship
requires inviting new congregations and Baptists from
other backgrounds into relationship with us, not just so
we can grow, but so that we may be transformed. We are
December / January
Third
/ February
Quarter 2021
2016 VISIONS
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Summer Ministry Opportunities
Abound for College Students
MEGAN TURNER DOUD, CBFGA Coordinator for Young Baptist Ministries, mdoud@cbfga.org

I cannot believe that it is almost
Christmas. 2021 has flown by, and it
is time to think about summer 2022.
I know it is hard to grasp, but the
time is now for your college students
to start planning for their summer.
The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
and PASSPORT Camps offer challenging experiences for our students
during the summer.

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
offers two ways college students can
serve during the summer, Student.
Church and Student.GO.
Student.Church provides congregational internships to students who
are interested in a deeper experience
of church life or are considering a call
to ministry. Interns are mentored by
seasoned ministers as they explore
the breadth of congregational ministry through a variety of learning
experiences. During the 10-week
internship, the role of the congregation is to support and nurture the
intern, and CBF Global’s resources
are also available to both the student and church throughout the
internship.

These students provide crucial assistance to the ministries of CBF field
personnel and ministry partners. By
serving with Student.Go, students
also have the opportunity to discover
8|
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Undergraduate students who are
completing their first year of college
and are at least 18 years of age, as
well as graduate students of any age,
may apply. Applications for both of
these internships will go live soon at
cbf.net/studentdotchurch and cbf.net/
student-go.

PASSPORT Camps
PASSPORT camps is committed to a
student leadership model in which
college and graduate school young
adults lead their summer programs.
PASSPORT believes in the importance
and power of children, middle school
students, and high school students
seeing and interacting with Christian

role models who
are close to their
age. These relatable
Christian role models can change
lives, encourage students, and model
an active faith life.
While some camps hire professional
speakers and musicians who come to
the worship stage from an isolated
“Green Room,” PASSPORT staffers
instead engage with the campers
throughout the day, learning their
names and working and playing
alongside them. PASSPORT feels this
gives their staff authenticity as they
come from the audience to lead worship each evening.
The PASSPORT summer staff application process starts now. They will
host virtual interviews all fall and
hire their teams by the beginning of
March! Apply now at passportcamps.
org/apply/.
Contact me if you know a student
who is looking for an amazing way to
spend next summer!
Peace, Megan

march mission

madnes

s

Student.Go is a student missions
program of CBF Global that provides
opportunities for college and graduate
students to serve alongside our field
personnel and ministry partners, as
they live out CBF Global Missions’
commitments—cultivating beloved
community, bearing witness to Jesus
Christ, and seeking transformational
development.

their place within God’s mission to
change the world. Through these
experiences, students live out CBF
Global Missions’ commitments in
the contexts of global poverty, global
migration, and the global church.
CBF and CBFGA value God’s calling
of both women and men to all types
of ministries and seek to support all
students as they follow God’s will in
their lives.

MARCH MISSION MADNESS is back!
March 18-20, 2022 (one weekend and one location for 2022)
Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta

Registration is now open! www.cbfga.org/youth/

n

2022 PASSPORT Camps
Contact Megan for any questions, or find more
information at www.passportcamps.org.

PASSPORTkids for students who have
completed 3rd – 6th grade:

2021 Student.Church Interns
In partnership with CBF Global, CBFGA was
pleased to supplement the stipends for the following Georgia Student.Church summer interns
in 2021. Student.Church is an engaging program
that allows college students to explore potential
careers in ministry as they also provide appreciated and needed assistance to CBFGA churches.
First Baptist Church, Augusta:
Casey Tom
Dawson Booth
First Baptist Church, Dalton:
Rachel Copeland
First Baptist Church, Roswell:
Elizabeth Batuka
First Baptist Church, St. Simons Island:
Allyson Jennings
First Baptist Church of Christ, Macon:
Phoebe Capps
Smoke Rise Baptist Church, Stone Mountain:
Caroline Self
Naomi Black-Bass
Vineville Baptist Church, Macon:
Annabelle Whitehead

PASSPORT for students who have
completed 6th – 12th grade:

Elizabeth Batuka

Allyson Jennings

Annabelle Whitehead
Fourth Quarter 2021 VISIONS
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Leaving Room for Grace at the Table
RON McCLUNG, CBFGA Moderator, ronmcclung@windstream.com

A missionary

received an invitation to speak to
a large gathering
of prominent
church leaders at a
banquet scheduled
to celebrate their
partnership in ministry. The missionary graciously accepted the invitation
but made an unusual and interesting request. They asked the host to
reserve an empty chair for a special
guest at each table in the mammoth
dining facility of the downtown hotel
where the banquet would take place.
The host, desiring to be accommodating to the strange request, nervously
acquiesced. However, they did inquire
as to what name should be placed at
the empty chair, since reservations
would be required and assigned seating would be utilized. The missionary
simply said place the name “Grace”
on the empty place setting at each
table. When the night of the celebration arrived and all the guests were

seated, the missionary was introduced
and stood to speak to the assembled
crowd. They read the Gospel Story of
The Parable of the Great Banquet in
Luke 14:12-24, concluding with the
impactful ending. “And the master
said to the servant, go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to
come in, that my house may be filled.”
The missionary explained we need to
be sure in our churches, at our tables,
and in our lives that we leave room
for all people to come and join us in
fellowship around the Lord’s table.
When we develop a mindset that
only like-minded people are accepted
here, we may be talking about a civic
organization or a country club, but
not the Church of Jesus Christ. The
missionary concluded the evening’s
remarks with a challenge for each
participant to return to their respective churches and insist that they also
reserve a seat for “Grace” at every table.
For the past almost 30 years, I
have had the privilege of pastoring

a Baptist church that consists of
dedicated and faithful servants of the
Lord. As I reflect on the individual
members of this church family, I am
reminded how different we are. Our
church is probably like your church
— we consist of people who think
differently, dress in unique ways, vote
differently, and express their faith in
different ways, but have voluntarily
and willingly joined together to be
the hands and feet of Christ in the
community we are called to serve.
I think our strength as part of the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship family
is that we can affirm the positive
value of making sure that we provide
space at “our table of fellowship” for
God’s grace to receive others who
may dare to exercise their faith in a
different form than we do. If we will
strive to do this — it may well be the
greatest legacy that we leave for those
who come after us. Let us love others
like Jesus did, and may we always be
ready to invite them to join us at the
table! n

Join the 1000 Bucket Challenge!
Join CBFGA in supporting CBF Global’s “1000 BUCKET CHALLENGE” for disaster
relief! These 5-gallon resealable buckets, filled with specific cleaning supplies, are
invaluable and are easy to transport and dispense when natural disaster such as floods
and hurricanes hit. The list of items needed in each bucket, along with directions and
tips for assembling the buckets of supplies, is available at cbf.net/dr-volunteer.
There are three ways you can join the Bucket List:
GIVE – Donate funds for cleanup buckets and supplies.
A monetary gift to CBFGA for buckets and supplies will
allow us to assemble buckets at events like March Mission
Madness.
ASSEMBLE – Organize a bucket brigade at your church
to assemble cleanup buckets and supplies.
DELIVER – Deliver assembled buckets to their storage
area or final destination. CBFGA is able to collect and
store filled buckets until they are needed for disaster
relief. n
10 |
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2021 - 22 CBFGA Scholarship Recipients
Rachel Copeland is a native of Perry, Georgia. She
graduated from Mercer University in 2019, where she
double majored in Global Development Studies and
Religion. Rachel is a current third-year student at McAfee
School of Theology with plans to graduate in May 2022. She
is currently a Global Missions Intern for CBF Global
in Decatur, GA.
Jeremy Hall joined Towne View
Baptist Church as Associate Pastor of Faith Development
in summer of 2018. His vocational ministry began in
Birmingham, Alabama, as a church planter while studying
religion at Samford University. He has since filled a variety
of roles in Atlanta area churches and earned his Master of
Divinity from Mercer’s McAfee School of Theology. Jeremy
is married to his high school sweetheart, Ashley. Ashley and
Jeremy live in Acworth with their daughter, Eliza. Jeremy is a
Doctor of Ministry candidate in Mercer’s Justice and Peace-making program
at the McAfee School of Theology.
Jeremy Shoulta is the Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church,
Gainesville, where he has served since April of 2020. Jeremy
previously served as the Pastor of First Baptist Church
of Black Mountain, North Carolina, and as the Pastor
of Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Georgia. Jeremy
graduated from Georgetown College and earned a Master
of Divinity from the Baptist Seminary of Kentucky. He is
currently pursuing a Doctor of Ministry at Gardner-Webb
University in Boiling Springs, North Carolina. Jeremy is
married to Valarie Shoulta and is father to Maggie and Macy. n

CBFGA ON THE ROAD, IN PERSON & ONLINE
September 1 - November 8, 2021
CBF Coordinators’ Meeting – Decatur
Central Baptist Church, Newnan
First Baptist Church, Athens
First Baptist Church, Carrollton
First Baptist Church, Commerce
First Baptist Church, Decatur

First Baptist Church, Gainesville
First Baptist Church, Morrow
Haddock Baptist Church, Haddock
Johns Creek Baptist Church, Alpharetta
Parkway Baptist Church, Duluth
Remnant Fellowship, Morrow

If you would like for Jody Long or any of our staff to speak, preach, teach, consult, lead,
or minister with your congregation, please contact CBFGA.

Financial Report
THIRD QUARTER 2021

(7/1/2021 - 9/30/2021)

Operating Budget Gifts Received: $91,607.69
Operating Budget Expenses: $76,658.56
Year to Date Budget Receipts: $372,853.05
Year to Date Budget Expenses: $252,382.72

FRANK & SUSAN BROOME ENDOWMENT
Balance as of September 30, 2021: $1,398,956.29

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
OF GEORGIA
P.O. Box 4343, Macon, GA 31208-4343
phone 478-742-1191
www.cbfga.org
CBFGA Staff
executive coordinator

Jody Long
jlong@cbfga.org

coordinator for young baptist ministries

Megan Doud
mdoud@cbfga.org

assistant to the coordinator for communications
and resources

Melissa Kremer
mkremer@cbfga.org
assistant to the coordinator for administration
and programming

Rachel Greco
rgreco@cbfga.org
CBFGA Coordinating Council
• Ron McClung, Haddock
past moderator • Wendy Peacock, Americus
moderator-elect • Norma Rushing, Decatur
clerk • Glenda Kessler, St. Simons Island
finance committee chair • Jennifer Jindrich, Carrollton
treasurer • Neil Heath, Macon
Lamar Barden, Rome
Joe Davis, Dalton
Katie Faison, Newnan
Cindy Folendore, Milledgeville
Paula “Pete” Frost, Lyons
John Paul Harris, Summerville
Tom Hill, Alpharetta
Suzanne Hooie, Dalton
Howard Hooper, Columbus
Jennifer Jindrich, Carrollton
Sherry Lester, Athens
Beth McQuaig-McIntyre, Fitzgerald
Steven Norris, Griffin
Will Runyon, Americus
Norma Rushing, Atlanta
Kay Shurden, Macon
Laura Smith, Marietta
Loretta Smith, Canton
Todd Smith, Macon
Becca Springfield, Newnan
Sarah Timmerman, Cairo
Betty West, Hawkinsville
moderator

Student Representative
Anna Walker, McAfee School of Theology
Endowment Management Board Chair
Lamar Barden, Rome
VISIONS is published four times a year by CBFGA.
All questions and comments may be directed to
Melissa Kremer at the CBFGA office
at 478-742-1191 or mkremer@cbfga.org.
Visions and i-Visions graphic design and layout
Donna Jackson
donnabjackson@gmail.com
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Keep up to date with all CBFGA events at www.cbfga.org

On the Calendar
JANUARY 14-16, 2022
Winter Youth Summit (WYS)
Huntsville, AL
FEBRUARY 8-11, 2022
OASIS Retreat for Ministers
of Children, Youth,
& College Students
Montreat, NC

2021/2022 CBF/GA State Mission Offering
Supporting two specific areas of ministry:
• Congregational Ministry Grants
• Collegiate Ministry

MARCH 5-12, 2022
College Immersion Experience
New York City, NY
MARCH 18-20, 2022
March Mission Madness
Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church
Atlanta
NOVEMBER, 2022
CBFGA State Gathering
First Baptist Church
Augusta

Please give generously to support these CBF/GA church initiatives!

To learn more about the State Mission Offering,
visit www.cbfga.org/state-mission-offering/
You may donate directly at www.cbfga.org/donate.

“Our mission: Being the presence of Christ in the world.”

