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he phrases “uncharted territory” and “the scattered church” have
become household terms for our churches in the last few months, as we
all struggle to meet the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. As we
seek to stay connected with one another and to move forward through
this continuing crisis, we at CBF/GA hope that sharing some ideas from
our partner churches will be helpful, along with some lessons they are learning.
We asked ministers from around the state to respond to a simple survey, in
which we asked two questions:
• What is your church doing in light of COVID-19 that could be interesting
and/or helpful to other CBF/GA churches; how are you responding creatively
to one another or in your broader community?
• What lessons are you learning through this crisis, personally or institutionally, positively or negatively?
In this article, we attempt to synthesize what we heard from a wide variety of
churches, large and small, urban, suburban, small town and rural. We greatly
appreciate the input and hope that the information is helpful as we all seek
(continues on page 6)
answers to the deep concerns raised by the pandemic.

1. Celebration Church, Hoschton, focuses on
communicating HOPE during the pandemic.
2. FBC Marietta loads packed food boxes onto a
school bus for delivery to families in need.
3. FBC Morrow prepares food bags for curbside
pantry pickup.
4. Second-Ponce partnered with Taqueria del Sol
to provide meals for first responders and food
industry workers.
5. FBC Roswell Minister to Children and Families
Jessica Asbell Oravec delivers family activity
bags to children.
6. FBC Marietta organizes food to pack into
boxes for families in need.
7. Volunteers pack food for distribution at FBC
Marietta.
8. FBC Commerce volunteers deliver cleaning
supplies and summer activity boxes to the local
Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs.

THE FIRST QUESTION
This spring has been unlike anything most any of us can remember. Sheltering-in-place, social and
physical distancing, and quarantine have become intimate parts of our vocabulary. Face masks,
disposable gloves, and hand sanitizer are now essential components of dress and preparation as we
head to the grocery store. And every day seems to bring more questions than answers.
The Genesis account of the beginning of history, especially human
history, contains a lot of questioning:
serpents questioning humans, God
questioning humans. But have you
ever noticed the first question that a
human asks of God? It is not some
deep theological question about the
founding of the universe. It is not
a question of the intricacies of the
human body or the complexities of
creation. No, it is the first question
that should be on our lips every day:
Am I my brother’s (or sister’s) keeper?
For me, this is the toughest question anyone can ask of God or even
others. It strikes at the heart of
human communal existence: are we
responsible to and for others for our
existence? Are we accountable to others for their well-being? In short, how
are we to live with others?
These are not merely the words and
sentiments of Cain when asked by
God to give an account of Abel’s
whereabouts. Jesus was certainly preoccupied with this question.We are to
do to others as we would like done to
ourselves. We are to love our neighbors as much as we love ourselves.We
are to offer our care, concern, and
protection even to our enemies, not
unlike a Samaritan taking care of an
assaulted-and-left-for-dead-on-theside-of-the-road Jew. We hear Jesus
proclaim a new, better definition of
neighbors and brothers and sisters.
And ever since, we have been asking
questions. What about those neighbors who do not look like me? Do
I have to care for their needs, too?
What about those who speak a different language? Or those who have
different theological beliefs? Do I
need to care for those who embrace a
different religion or even no religion
at all? Surely Jesus did not mean that
I would need to care for those with
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different political beliefs — the far left
or the far right or even the comfortable middle?
For Jesus, though, the first question is
still the primary question:
Am I my brother’s or sister’s keeper?
And his resounding answer is YES!
And here is how we are to keep
our brothers and sisters: love them
as much as we love ourselves.
Sometimes that means sacrificing our
own convenience, so that they are
able to live a good life. Sometimes we
will need to give a little so they can
have a little. Sometimes we will need
to help carry their load when they are
too overburdened.
Our state has been hit hard with the
coronavirus/COVID-19 outbreak.
Rising death tolls and growing infection numbers weigh on our spirits
and burden our souls. Many have
been laid off from their jobs, and economic uncertainty may be as high as
it’s been since the Great Depression
of the 1930s. School buildings have
been shuttered for weeks and some
schools have ended their years early
after utilizing online learning from
home for several weeks. Stress levels
are through the roof, and tension is
running high in families and in our
communities.
Our churches are not immune from
these stressors. Churches are debating when they should begin having
in-person meetings and worship
again. Pastors and other ministers
have been working tirelessly learning
new, creative, and innovative ways to
engage us all as we continue to stay
home. Programs and activities that
once were vital to our congregations
have been put on hold or cancelled
altogether.
And why? Because deep within us
we recognize the truth of the first

question. We are indeed responsible
for the well-being of each other.
The days ahead do not promise to get
any easier. Church leaders are learning as much as they can about how
safely to re-open our congregations.
But truth be told, we probably still
need to think in terms of months (if
not years, for some activities) and
not weeks. It may be a while before
your church can open its doors.
It will probably be a while before
congregational singing and church
choirs may safely begin again. It may
be a while before retreats and outings
can happen. It may be a while before
your church can safely have times of
in-person fellowship.
And why so long, you wonder?
Because most of us are trying our
best to keep our brothers and sisters.
While we certainly miss these inperson gatherings, we know that the
best thing for sisters and brothers in
our congregations is to hold off until
our medical and scientific communities can develop effective vaccines
and treatments for this disease. By
pausing our in-person gatherings as
much as possible, we are keeping our
brothers and sisters.
Am I my brother and sister’s keeper?
For Jesus and for me, and I hope for
you, the answer is an easy, unequivocal “Yes!” So, let us keep each other
with grace and compassion. May we
keep each other
as we walk these
uncharted paths
together, knowing
that the God who
has brought us safe
thus far will surely
bring us home. n
JODY LONG
Executive Coordinator
CBF/GA
jlong@cbfga.org

FORMINGBOLDFAITH
Join Cooperative Baptists from across the country and around the world for an engaging
two-day interactive learning experience with your CBF Family. This year’s General Assembly is all
about Forming Bold Faith. Over the course of these two days, you’ll worship, participate in timely
workshops, chat with your friends, see what’s happening with our ministry partners and browse
a virtual exhibit hall, all from the comfort of your own home or office.
Registration is free and is required to participate.
Go to www.cbf.net/events to register. Registration is now open!
We at CBF/GA will communicate more information through email, our website,
and Facebook as that information is available.

2020 CBF/GA

S TAT E GAT HERI NG
November 8-9 • First Baptist, Rome

Mark your calendars now for the CBF/GA State Gathering in Rome
Sunday evening - Monday, November 8-9!
First Baptist, Rome, will be the host church.
We are early in the planning process, but we are pleased
to announce that our keynote speaker will be Paul Baxley,
Executive Coordinator of CBF Global.
A Ministers’ Meeting, focusing on worship ideas and styles,
led by Dr. Nate Myrick of the Townsend School of Music
at Mercer University, will follow on Monday afternoon.
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Chaplain on the Front Lines
William D. Runyon (Will) is Director of Chaplain Services at Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital in Albany, Georgia,
which has been a center for care during the COVID-19 pandemic. He is a CBF-endorsed chaplain and is also a
member of the CBF/GA Coordinating Council and a member of Fellowship Baptist Church, Americus. We asked
Will to reflect on chaplaincy, particularly in this COVID-19 environment.

How have you understood God’s call in
your life to be a chaplain?
From the time I was a young child, I
felt a call to ministry, but it was not
until college and seminary that I felt a
discerning call to chaplaincy. Having
had some health issues as a kid and
teenager that caused me to spend a
decent amount of time in the hospital,
the hospital was a place in which I was
familiar, dare I say comfortable. I never
felt a call to preach, per se, so Pastoral
Care and Counseling became my
4|
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major in seminary at Gardner-Webb
University School of Divinity.

Chaplaincy department which he had
started here in the mid-1990s.

How did your journey lead you to
Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital in
Albany?

What can you say about the differences
between chaplaincy and congregational
ministry?

One individual in particular, Chaplain
Dick Denson, was the person who
encouraged me to apply at Phoebe. He
became a friend through my pastoral
care professor, Doug Dickens. At a time
when I was seeking a job change, he
told me about Phoebe Putney and the

The most striking difference between
chaplaincy and congregational ministry
is the circumstances in which people
find themselves and where you meet
them. Rarely do departments call the
chaplain to come and celebrate with
a patient or family. Rather, the call is

“... chaplains exist because our world needs someone to stand in the gap between life and
death, between hope and despair, between illness and healing ...”
to come and be present at a time in a
patient’s life that represents the most
change they will ever experience in
their life.

everyone else. The team becomes very
close, and it opens doors to minister to
staff in ways that I am not sure many
congregational ministers experience.

over. Chaplains need support to help us
cope with what we see and experience
as we try to bring the presence of God
to our world.

Most recently, I have been called to
rooms in which patients could have no
visitors and were dying from coronavirus. The only way the family could say
goodbye was through video chat. There
is no time for “putting on a good face”
in acute care chaplaincy. People are real
and raw. In the hospital, at the bedside,
people are honest with their struggles.

What would you want folks in the pews
to know about chaplaincy?

Finish this sentence: “My best days in
chaplaincy are when _______________.”

I want folks in the pews to know that
chaplains exist because our world needs
someone to stand in the gap between
life and death, between hope and
despair, between illness and healing.
Chaplains bring the understanding that
more is required for healing than just
medicine; healing also requires hope,
faith, empathy and understanding. I
may not even say a word or pray, but
I do represent a sense of peace and
empathy that chaplains are trained
to present. I say sometimes that my
job is to “soak up like a sponge” the
anxiety and fear in the hospital room
or trauma bay. And I bear witness to
the human condition and story being
played out in front of me. This also
helps us to connect with that patient,
whatever family members are present,
and with the medical team working
so hard to save that life. We bring a
broader understanding that healing
does not always take the form we hope
that it does.

“My best days in chaplaincy are when I
leave completely exhausted, even numb
from what I have seen and experienced,
but knowing, without a doubt, my
team, my patients and their families
know that God was present with
them.”

Describe how spiritual care is connected
to medical care and how you understand your role in the healing process.
I am blessed to be a part of a team at
Phoebe that recognizes that the human
being is not just mind and body, but
spirit as well. Medical personnel are
trained in healing the physical body.
Chaplains engage in the healing of
mind and spirit, through life review,
learning a person’s story, what they are
proud of, and what guilt and shame
they carry as well. In the hospital setting, we get less time with patients, so I
have learned how to dive into a person’s life and story quickly and to hear
what makes them and their families
unique and special.
More than half of my time is spent
with staff. We all bring our own baggage to the hospital, and life continues
to happen to staff as well. They have
families; they go through tragedy,
loss, divorce, financial issues, just like

I want folks to know that chaplains
are human beings. What we see leaves
scars on us. We deal with post-traumatic stress; we see death, sometimes
many times a day. Chaplains have
many sleepless nights, replaying the
drama and crisis over and over and

Finally, how can CBF/GA partners
and supporters more fully support
chaplains, particularly in the ongoing
COVID-19 crisis?
Sometimes, the best gift I have received
is a gift card for a meal, or groceries,
so I can go home, spend time with my
family and not have to worry about
making anything. Especially through
March and April, there have been days
that I have worked 12+ hours, 6 and 7
days per week, and I have had (only) 2
weekends off.
Also, pray. Send notes of encouragement. When you know your local
hospital is struggling, offer encouragement to staff who are leaving work and
coming in. Send snacks and water, buy
a few pizzas. Experiencing the COVID19 crises here in Albany has shown us
that our churches have not forgotten
the sacrifices our team makes every day.
It has galvanized (my)calling to this
place in this time. n

HELPFUL RESOURCES & TIPS DURING COVID-19 TIMES
• Please visit www.cbfga.org/COVID19 for links to resources for reopening churches and resuming
in-person gathering.

• For more links and information on resuming church from CBF Global, visit www.cbf.net/covid-19.
• CBF/GA has been hosting ZOOM calls with pastors to discuss the challenges of reopening

churches. We have also hosted ZOOM meetings with ministers of music to discuss the unique
and difficult challenges of music and singing in the days ahead. Recordings of some of these meetings are available
for listening. Contact Jody Long at jlong@cbfga.org for details.
Second Quarter 2020 VISIONS
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Staying Connected ... (continued from page 1)

churches have mastered the use of ZOOM calling for
class gathering for different ages and for necessary staff,
deacons’, and committee meetings. One church, First
Baptist Griffin, even managed a completely virtual church
conference for calling their new pastor on May 3! Virtual
Vacation Bible School plans are being made at many
churches since in-person VBS seems improbable for most
this summer.
Ministry and pastoral care have taken on new forms
as face-to-face visiting has been all but impossible.
In many churches, deacons and various care committees have taken on essential work of contacting their
people regularly, especially those who are high-risk
or are confined to homes and retirement settings and
nursing homes. Care in many cases has involved being
sure people have basic needs met such as meals and
groceries. Pastoral care has happened through emails
and phone calls. At First Baptist Marietta, each minister makes five phone calls to five different members
Monday through Friday of each week. A few churches have
tried call-in prayer circles and online times of prayer.

TOP: Fellowship Baptist, Americus, holds meeting via ZOOM.
ABOVE: Second-Ponce’s Heather Webb, Associate Pastor to Children and
Families, uses play dough to engage kids in online prayer activities.

CBF/GA churches are rising to the occasion in their own
contexts, with the understanding that what works for one
congregation may not be a good fit for another. Throughout
the state, ministers are seeking God’s leadership as they
figure out week by week, sometimes hour by hour, what it
means to be the Church in these extraordinary days.
For nearly all churches and ministers, adjusting to the
realities of online-only worship has been a challenge.
For many churches which already livestreamed worship,
continuing with as “normal” a format as possible has been
the answer. For others, the format has been completely different, often with elements of worship recorded separately
and combined into a final product. Some churches are
recording worship near the end of the week instead of at the
regular Sunday morning time. Particularly for some of our
smaller churches, this has been a “steep learning curve,” but
ministers for the most part are happy to be learning new
skills, albeit in an unexpected environment. Ministers are
also often adding shorter devotional thoughts, which are
either formal or more casual, online and via email during
the week. For some, brief “at home” video talks, sometimes
with family members included, have filled a need; one largechurch pastor says that people feel more connected that way
than they ever would in a large Sunday morning gathering!
Many churches also have offered online Bible studies and
Sunday School lessons for adults, youth, and children. Most
6|
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Churches have been creative in terms of fostering fellowship in these days. Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist created
a virtual cookbook of easy quarantine recipes and an “I
Spy” game using pictures of places around the church.
First Baptist Roswell has engaged their children through
virtual lunches and activities including Lego Bible stories,
a children’s talent show, and charades. Musical offerings
have been important for fellowship as well, through online
videos, a Spotify praise music playlist, and a few attempts
at a virtual choir rehearsal. First Baptist Griffin has tried
virtual hymn-sings, and First Baptist Columbus managed a
livestreamed anthem concert using a small ensemble and
instrumentalists. Smaller churches have experimented as
well, one with an all-ages virtual talent show and a “Guess
Who Is behind the Mask?” game on Facebook. During
Easter, some churches found creative ways to move Easter
egg hunts to homes, and several hosted drive-through
scavenger hunts for children and their families.
Outreach has been a burgeoning area of ministry during the
pandemic, both in new and in
more familiar forms. Each church
seems to have found its own footing in figuring out what its people
and community most need. For
First Baptist Morrow, COVID-19

RIGHT: FBC Saint Simons uses its “little
library” to share supplies with neighbors.
PAGE 7: Highland Hills Baptist Church
Associate Pastor for Music and Youth, Cass
Ducharme, joins in celebrating health care
workers.

has meant changing the food pantry ministry to a curbside
pick-up model and adding new safety features to the packing routines. Some churches have delivered food to needy
families in their communities.
First Baptist Columbus has offered public service announcements on radio and tv. Fellowship Baptist in Americus
was able to provide technology to help a family be able to
access online education for their children. At First Baptist
Commerce, a small group of women collect, arrange, and
deliver flowers to people in nursing homes through what
they call “Jars of Joy.” Others there have taken snacks to
nursing homes, and their quilting group has made masks
for healthcare workers and others (mask-making has been a
popular and needed activity within many congregations).
At Celebration Church in Hoschton, supporting local
restaurants has been an important ministry, and through
it’s “Celebration Cares” initiative the church has featured
one restaurant’s drive-thru/carry out menu each week,
including having a weekly drawing for a gift card to that
restaurant.
First Baptist Saint Simons Island used a unique avenue
for reaching out — when the pandemic started, they had
recently ordered a supply of toilet paper and bread for
the church’s use. They converted their “little library” on
the church grounds to a sharing station for these items.
According to the pastor, neighbors took hold of the idea and
began contributing their own supplies to the cause, often
with an encouraging note added.
Several churches have worked to provide meals for healthcare workers, and others, including Highland Hills Baptist
in Macon, have had drive-up parades of support for workers
at a local hospital as they start or end their shifts. Vineville
Baptist in Macon has hosted two emergency Red Cross
blood drives to help meet extreme need when many corporate blood drives were cancelled, and First Baptist Church of
Christ has partnered with an African-American congregation in Macon to host at least one drive-through COVID-19
testing day.

Lessons We Are Learning
And what lessons are we learning through all of this? There
are many, and the lessons are varied.
One pastor of a large church aptly observes that being
equipped and updated because of previous experience has
been key to addressing this crisis. And he plans to debrief
and continue to make changes as that church moves forward. Another pastor said, “Necessity really is the mother of
invention,” that being creative and flexible has been essential in that church.
A hard lesson has been that many people in our congregations are not connected via the internet, and engaging
those people has been a challenge. One church, First Baptist
Morrow, has enlisted its youth to help senior adults learn
to use their smartphones to access the church’s worship.
On the other hand, many churches report picking up new
viewers who have never attended worship and have no
other connection with the church. Says one minister at First
Baptist Roswell, “We are learning new ways to do church;
what can and should be moved online, what needs to be
reimagined to be online, and what we need to let go of.”
Most churches say that some of the new ways of connecting
will need to continue after the pandemic crisis eases and we
find a new normal.
Positively, several pastors report that, at least early on, they
have learned of the faithfulness of their people in terms
of stewardship. Church members have also been willing to
embrace new ways of giving, avenues which were not available until a few years ago.
Some ministers cite the flexibility of the current situation
as a plus, while another says, “(I have learned that) it is
far too easy to work all the time when you are working
from home.” Others have liked the weekend flexibility
that recording worship ahead offers, especially if they have
spouses who work during the week.
The need to be more creative and being willing to try new
things is a key for nearly every church and every minister.
And yet, we are learning that churches really do differ in
style, in situation, and in terms of need: as one minister
says, “Creativity in ministry is essential but what works for
one church may not work for another.”
As we approach reopening for worship and ultimately for
other church activities, lessons will continue to be learned.
What changes should we keep? What old practices should
we discontinue? Ministers across the state are asking similar
questions: What does the church look like if this situation
continues indefinitely, or what if things get worse or better?
We truly are in uncharted territory, and being intentional in
planning but being willing to say, “I don’t know” and “We
are concerned, too,” is necessary. n
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Moving during COVID-19
Steven Norris

FIRST BAPTIST GRIFFIN

Being called in the middle of a global
pandemic was certainly not anything
that I had ever entertained in my
wildest dreams. There have been a lot
of firsts throughout this process: the
first Zoom interview, first teleconference deacons’ meeting, and FBC’s
first ever virtual church conference
on May 3, 2020.
I believe that the primary reason
this process went so smoothly was
the relationships that I have built
over the past two years, serving as
Associate Pastor. During that time, I
believe that the congregation was able
to get to know my heart for ministry,
for people, and for the Gospel. In

Jeremy Shoulta was called as Senior

Pastor of First Baptist Church,
Gainesville, in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic. In mid-April,
he began a routine of working two
days in Gainesville while spending
the rest of the week at his home in
Black Mountain, North Carolina.
His first few weeks involved lots of
long-distance orientation through
Zoom meetings, phone calls and

Craig Williamson

FIRST BAPTIST EATONTON

Our recent transition from Manchester,

where I served a little over twenty
years, to First Baptist Eatonton during the pandemic has been especially
arduous. I had a nice transition
plan that included a month between
churches, wherein I would practice
extended times of silence and reading
in the mornings, slowly pack twenty

many ways, it made the call process
easier because they knew exactly what
they were getting.
Over the past few weeks, FBC Griffin
has demonstrated extraordinary
flexibility in reimagining how to do
church almost overnight. The team of
ministers that God has assembled in
this place has demonstrated incredible courage and creativity, engaging
the congregation in meaningful ways
of connection, worship, prayer, and
study.
Trusting the leadership to call
a new Senior Pastor in such an
uncertain time is a true testimony
to the integrity and credibility that
the leaders have established at First
Baptist. It is exciting for me to think

email conversations. Jeremy confessed
that departing First Baptist Church
of Black Mountain during a crisis felt
akin to “abandoning his flock in their
time of greatest need” but believed the
church to be in good hands upon his
resignation.
And yet, for Jeremy, there is a redemptive arc to this less-than-ideal call
process: the affirmation that God’s

years of gatherings in the afternoon
and enjoy final goodbyes, dinners
and evenings together with various
people. I imagined a peaceful, gracious time.
The pandemic did leave me a lot of
quiet time, but it is also cast a dark
shadow. Plans for a week in the
mountains were totally thwarted.
Packing was a distraction from the
pandemic but packing twenty years of
stuff into boxes is hardly
a joy.

The Williamsons were greeted with tables brimming with gifts.
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about continuing to partner with this
historic and vibrant congregation in
the days ahead.

Preaching my final
sermon, and then my
first sermon online?
Awkward. Awkward just
hangs around and over
everything. I announced
my resignation on March

The Norris family experiences the vote parade.

Jeremy Shoulta

FIRST BAPTIST GAINESVILLE

calling would prevail in the most
challenging times. FBC Gainesville
has remained very supportive during
Jeremy’s first month as Senior Pastor,
and he couldn’t be more grateful for
such love and encouragement from
his new congregation.

8 at Manchester. So I never met again
with the gathered church. A drive-by
goodbye parade was held, but I wanted
the hugs.
My arrival in Eatonton was marked
with a parade also, along with tables
filled with gifts of toilet paper and
other household items. They were
dear to me because they were the first
touches of my new congregation.
Almost every bag came with notes of
joy and anticipation. I said “Wow”
over and over as I received their gifts. I
am grateful for this blessing.
There is still awkwardness, but now
the awkwardness is hopeful and
blessed. I realize I am a privileged
person during these days. I am healthy
and employed. I am loved and
cherished. n

The Church

SCATTERED

WENDY PEACOCK, CBF/GA Moderator, wendyjpeacock@gmail.com

We live in a different world than
we did just a few short months
ago when you received your last
Visions newsletter. Phrases like social
distancing, ZOOM meetings, and
virtual church have become part
of our lexicon as we try to navigate
what it means to love our neighbor
in the midst of this global pandemic.
I will confess to having feelings of
fear, frustration, anger, sadness,
and helplessness on a weekly (okay,
sometimes daily) basis. Yet, as I sit
here on this Sunday afternoon, after
our ninth Sunday of worshipping on
Facebook live, I am also filled with
gratitude. I have been reminded that
the church scattered is still church
— perhaps in ways more vital than
before the pandemic. Let me share
with you just a few things I have
learned during this difficult season.
First, I have learned that our connection with each other is not
dependent upon gathering together
in the same physical space. I have
witnessed so many members of our
church building community in a
variety of creative and wonderful
ways. I have received cookies and
cupcakes left on our doorstep. I
have learned of a member of the
church mailing out “pop-up” cards

to family, friends, and other church
members. I hear reports of a multitude of emails, cards, phone calls
and letters of encouragement sent
from one household to another.
I see smiling faces on our weekly
ZOOM bible study and prayer
meeting. People are still connecting,
many in ever-broadening circles, and
I am grateful for that.
Second, I have learned that the
church can be innovative in surprising ways. Our congregation
never had streaming worship available until now, but we have adapted.
It is not always smooth, and it is
not always easy, but we have found
ways to help people worship through
technology. We have added some to
our virtual congregation that have
not worshipped with us before, and
we have reconnected with many
former members living in other
places. I have also been able to
virtually worship with other congregations. This has enabled me to hear
wonderful peaching and see many
other church traditions involved in
ministry. Far from a “we’ve never
done it this way before,” I have
found people willing to embrace this
new way of doing worship, and I am
grateful for that.

Finally, I have
learned that the
church’s ministry
and mission
remain vital, most especially in this
time of crisis. I have been touched
by the many people who have found
new ways to ensure their tithes and
offerings make it to the church. I am
encouraged by the number of people
looking out for their neighbors by
supporting small businesses, sharing
groceries, and making donations to
ministries coordinating local relief
efforts. We have had a wave of new
and younger volunteers at our local
food pantry doing “drive-through”
food distributions. I am also touched
by our field personnel across the
globe who continue to be the hands
and feet of Jesus, and who flourish
through our offerings in support of
their work. Many folks are struggling, but the church is responding,
and I am grateful for that.
Friends, wherever you are, thank you
for being the Body of Christ. Thanks
for embracing new ways of following
Jesus and being his disciples. I have
never been prouder to be a part of
CBF of GA, and I am grateful for
that. n

Marriage Retreat Planned for September 18-20
Our Marriage Retreat, planned for September 18-20, at The Lodge on Lake Oconee, near Eatonton, Georgia, is still on the calendar! Registration for the retreat opened online May 1 at www.cbfga.org/marriage-retreat/, with a refundable deposit of $150 per
couple due at registration. Registration ends July 15.
This event is subject to cancellation depending on how the COVID-19 pandemic
progresses. A decision will be made by August 1 on whether the retreat will take
place — all monies paid by that time would be refunded.
We look forward to having Melody and Sam Harrell lead this retreat, during which they
will lead participants to use the enneagram tool to explore how to bring greater awareness to marriage and family relationships. Melody currently works as a certified Spiritual
Director, and Sam serves as Associate Coordinator for Global Missions at CBF Global.

Melody and Sam Harrell, retreat leaders
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New CBF/GA Pastors
Doug Adkins began pastoring Hardwick Baptist Church,
Milledgeville, in October 2018. Prior to coming to
Hardwick, Doug spent twenty-five years in student ministry,
the last fifteen of those at Madison Baptist
Church, Madison, Georgia. Doug is a
native of northern Kentucky. He completed
undergraduate studies at University of the
Cumberlands and then served two years as
a Journeyman in South Korea with what
was then the Foreign Mission Board. He is
Doug Adkins
a 1992 graduate of The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary (MDiv) and a 2011 graduate of
Columbia Theological Seminary (DMin). He is married to
Becky Adkins, a primary school educator, and they have two
daughters.
Katie Callaway is a Co-Pastor of First Baptist Church,

Savannah, Georgia. She shares pastoral responsibilities with
her husband, John, whom she met in Divinity School. Born
and raised in North Carolina, Katie received her Bachelor
of Arts from Roanoke College, completed an MDiv at Wake
Forest University School of Divinity, and earned a Master of
Theology at Emory University. She is passionate about helping people grow in their faith through pursuing questions,
doubts, and curiosities. In her spare time, she loves being
outdoors cycling, running,
hiking, or just enjoying a
good book. She and John
have a two-legged child and
a four-legged child named
Lily.

John Callaway is a
Katie and John Callaway
Co-Pastor of First Baptist
Church of Savannah. He was born and raised in Boiling
Springs, South Carolina. He completed an undergraduate degree and a master’s degree in education at Clemson
University and then attended the Wake Forest University
School of Divinity and completed an MDiv degree. Having
worked in and alongside churches across the Southeast
preaching, teaching, and leading music, John feels called
to help others recognize the “burning bushes” in their lives
and to help them grow along their faith journeys. John
enjoys hiking, reading, playing music, and walking with his
wife, Katie, his daughter, and his dog.
10 |
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Paul and Shauw Chin Capps (center)

Paul Capps was called as Senior Pastor of Peachtree Baptist

Church near the end of 2019, just as Daniel Vestal was
retiring from that position. Paul had moved from Beaufort,
South Carolina, to Peachtree Baptist in late 2018 to
become Associate Pastor. He has an MDiv from GordonConwell Theological Seminary and was ordained by The
Baptist Church of Beaufort, where he served as Director of
Communications and then Pastoral Intern. His wife, Shauw
Chin Capps, serves as Foundation President and Chief
Legacy Gifts Officer for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
in Decatur, and they have two daughters. Paul appreciates
how Peachtree Baptist Church so clearly represents the
multicultural mission of the gospel.

Christian Burton was

called as Pastor of The
Oaks Baptist in Lyons in
May of 2019. Christian
has served churches in
Georgia, Kentucky, and
Indiana. He holds the MDiv
Christian and Dana Burton
degree from The Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary (1993), the MBA degree from
Kennesaw State University (1990), and the BS degree from
The University of Georgia (1988). Dana is an educator and
teaches 6th grade at Toombs County Middle School. They
have one daughter. Christian and Dana enjoy running,
hiking, reading, and travel.

Preston Jones was recently called as Pastor of First Baptist
Church, Jasper, having most recently served Methodist
churches in Jasper, Georgia, and in Alabaster, Alabama,
after several years in Baptist churches in
Stone Mountain and West Point, Georgia.
Preston is from Bluff Park, Alabama,
where Shades Crest Baptist Church was his
home church. He graduated from Samford
University and holds an MDiv from the
McAfee School of Theology, where he met
Preston Jones
his wife, Eydie Pittman Jones, in a New
Testament class. They have one son. Eydie
previously served as Associate Minister to Families at First
Baptist Church, Jasper, from 2007-2011.
(continues on next page)

Barry Howard began ministry at Wieuca Road Baptist Church

in Atlanta earlier in 2020. Barry is a native of Anniston,
Alabama, and previously served as Pastor of First Baptist
Church, Pensacola, Florida and First Baptist Church, Corbin,
Kentucky, as well as serving as pastor and interim minister
at several other churches in Alabama, Florida, and North
Barry Howard
Carolina. Barry holds undergraduate and master’s degrees from
Jacksonville State University, an MDiv from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary, and a DMin from Columbia Seminary. He has written for
a variety of publications and entities, including newspapers and Nurturing Faith
Publishing. Barry is married to Amanda Nance Howard.

Craig Williamson, who recently became Pastor at First Baptist

Church, Eatonton, was reared in Dublin, Georgia. He is a
graduate of Mercer University and remains a faithful alumnus
and advocate. He earned an MDiv from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary and earned a DMin in 2011 from
Columbia Theological Seminary. He was ordained in 1979
and served churches in Indiana and Georgia before moving
to Eatonton. Craig is married to Catherine, and they have two
adventurous adult children.

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
OF GEORGIA
P.O. Box 4343, Macon, GA 31208-4343
phone 478-742-1191
www.cbfga.org
CBF/GA Staff
executive coordinator

Jody Long
jlong@cbfga.org

assistant to the coordinator for communications

Craig Williamson

and resources

Melissa Kremer
mkremer@cbfga.org
assistant to the coordinator for administration
and programming

Jeremy Shoulta became the Senior Pastor of First Baptist

Church of Gainesville on April 15. He comes to Georgia from
Black Mountain, North Carolina, where he served as the
Pastor of First Baptist Church since 2016. Jeremy previously
served as the Pastor of Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains,
Georgia, from 2014-2016. He, along with his wife, Valerie, and
two daughters, are excited to return to Georgia.

Rachel Greco
rgreco@cbfga.org

Jeremy Shoulta

Steven Norris calls Memphis, Tennessee, his hometown. Having served as
Associate Pastor of First Baptist Church, Griffin, for the past two years, he was
called on May 3 to become Senior Pastor. Steven attended the University of
Southern Mississippi and the North Carolina School of the Arts as a trombone
major. God used music to call Steven into ministry, and he
first served as a music minister in North Carolina. Steven
eventually earned an MDiv from Gardner-Webb University’s
School of Divinity. Prior to coming to First Baptist Church
Griffin, Steven served as Senior Pastor in Western North
Carolina, chair of the theology department at a college preparatory school in Western North Carolina, and as an adjunct
Steven Norris
professor of religion. Steven is married to Michelle and they
have two boys and a dog.
Tony Lowden is now pastor at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, and
Jerome Howell is pastor at Ila Baptist church in Ila. n

Quarterly Financial Report
JANUARY - MARCH 2020
Operating Budget Gifts: $146,051.91
Operating Budget Expenses: $120,008.05
Gain/(Loss): $26,043.86
Designated Gifts: $69,830.56
(this amount includes the second of three disbursements from CBF
of our 25th Anniversary Grant in the amount of $33,333.00)

FRANK & SUSAN BROOME ENDOWMENT
January - March 2020 Gifts: $1,238.27
Balance as of March 31, 2020: $932,860.68

CBF/GA Coordinating Council
• Wendy Peacock, Americus
moderator-elect • Ron McClung, Haddock
clerk • Glenda Kessler, St. Simons Island
finance committee chair • Jennifer Jindrich, Carrolton
treasurer • Neil Heath, Macon
Lamar Barden, Rome
Jeremy Colliver, Stone Mountain
Joe Davis, Dalton
Cindy Folendore, Milledgeville
Paula “Pete” Frost, Lyons
Jake Hall, Macon
Gail Hammock, Griffin
John Paul Harris, Summerville
Tom Hill, Alpharetta
Suzanne Hooie, Dalton
Howard Hooper, Columbus
Jennifer Jindrich, Carrollton
Beth McQuaig-McIntyre, Fitzgerald
Will Runyon, Americus
Norma Rushing, Atlanta
Laure Smith, Marietta
Todd Smith, Macon
Becca Springfield, Newnan
Sarah Timmerman, Cairo
Betty West, Hawkinsville
moderator

Student Representative
Kent Russell, McAfee School of Theology
VISIONS is published four times a year by CBF/GA.
All questions and comments may be directed to
Melissa Kremer at the CBF/GA office
at 478-742-1191.
Graphic design and layout
Visions and i-Visions
Donna Jackson
donnabjackson@gmail.com
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CBF OF GEORGIA ON THE ROAD:
February 2020 — May 2020
In each issue of Visions, we’ll try our best to keep you updated as to the travels
and visits of the CBF/GA staff throughout our state and with our partners in ministry.
If you’d like Jody Long or any of our staff to speak, preach, teach, consult, lead,
or minister with your congregation, please contact the CBF/GA office.
Travel has been suspended because of COVID-19; Jody Long and the rest of the staff
have instead participated in various ZOOM meetings.

JUNE 25-26, 2020

Virtual CBF General Assembly
Atlanta, GA
www.cbf.net/events
(see page 6)

• OASIS – CBF Youth Ministry Network Retreat
• Polyphony Music Ministers’ Conference,
Mercer University

• Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta
• Towne View Baptist Church, Kennesaw

JULY 15, 2020

Registration closes
for CBF/GA Marriage Retreat
www.cbfga.org/marriage-retreat/
(see page 9)
SEPTEMBER 18-20, 2020

CBF/GA Marriage Retreat
The Lodge on Lake Oconee
Eatonton, GA
www.cbfga.org/marriage-retreat/
NOVEMBER 8-9, 2020

CBF/GA State General Assembly
and Ministers’ Meeting
First Baptist Church
Rome, GA
www.cbfga.org/gatherings/
(see page 6)

CBF/GA Office Update and News
• CBF/GA staff members continue to work from home, and we are available at the
emails listed on page 11 or by phone (478-742-9011).
• The Coordinating Council met by ZOOM for the first time ever Tuesday, April 21.
• We will have a virtual form of State Meeting on Friday afternoon of the Virtual
CBF General Assembly. Details will be shared via email, in ReVisions, and on
Facebook by mid-June. You will NOT have to register for the CBF General Assembly
to participate in the online CBF/GA State Meeting.
• Be sure to check out the new interactive version of Visions, available at www.cbfga.
org/newsletter-archive/. Anyone who already receives ReVisions will automatically
be sent the link to the interactive Visions each quarter. If you would like to switch
from the print version to the electronic version only, please let Melissa Kremer
know at mkremer@cbfga.org. Thanks!

Keep up to date with events at www.cbfga.org

