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I n a favorite hymn, “How Firm 
a Foundation,” we are called to 
remember that God, who has 
provided the very foundation of 
our faith, will be with us every 

step of the journey. For more than 20 
years, CBF/GA has gathered and con-
nected congregations and ministry 
partners to form a firm foundation 
of mission and ministry around our 
state and even beyond. And through 
the years, we have believed and con-
fessed that God continues to walk 
with us along the way.

On November 3 and 4, beginning 
on Sunday afternoon and ending on 
Monday afternoon, we will gather 
in conjunction with Baptist Women 
in Ministry of Georgia (BWIM of 
Georgia) at First Baptist, Columbus, 
to celebrate the foundation we’ve 
laid so far and to explore how 
God is calling us to continue our 

work, so we “may take hold of the 
life that really is life,” just as Paul 
encourages Timothy to do at the end 
of 1 Timothy.

We hope that everyone from  
CBF/GA across Georgia, ministers 
and laity, friends and supporters,  
will gather with us. 

The Reverend Emily Hull McGee, 
Pastor of First Baptist Church 
on Fifth, Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina and a gifted proclaimer of 
the Gospel, will challenge us to hear 
and live out the Gospel in new ways. 

This year, we also offer a Ministers’ 
Gathering beginning on Monday eve-
ning, November 4, and continuing 
through noon on Tuesday, November 
5, featuring Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell, 
PhD, Research Director of the Duke 
University Clergy Health Initiaitve, 
and focusing on clergy health and 
laying a good foundation for future 
ministry.

This issue of Visions includes registra-
tion information, a list of suggested 
hotels in the Columbus area (no 
rooms are blocked), a partial listing 
of breakouts that will be offered, 
more complete information on the 
speakers, and a schedule of events 
for the Fall General Assembly, BWIM 
of Georgia, and the Ministers’ 
Gathering.

This promises to be a wonderful  
gathering that you won’t  

want to miss!

NOVEMBER 3-4 • FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH COLUMBUS
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O ne of my favorite hymns, 
“Hymn of Promise” (tune: 
PROMISE; words: Natalie 

Sleeth), includes the great line, “In 
our end is our beginning.” 

In this issue of Visions, we celebrate 
an ending … at least for the 2018-
2019 budget year. For several years, 
we have followed a fiscal year budget, 
beginning July 1 and ending June 
30. Our auditors recently recom-
mended — and the Coordinating 
Council approved — changing from 
that budget cycle to a calendar year 
cycle, beginning January 1, 2020, that 
would run through December 31, 
2020. At our Georgia state meeting 
at the CBF General Assembly held 
in Birmingham, Alabama, in June, 
this change was presented to those 
gathered and was unanimously 
approved. In order to fully cover our 
budgetary expenditures through the 
remainder of this year, those gathered 
in Birmingham adopted a 6-month 
budget, running July 1, 2019 through 
December 31, 2019. This fall, at our 
annual state gathering hosted by 
First Baptist Columbus, the Finance 
Committee will present a full year’s 
budget that will begin on January 1, 
2020.

Our financial report for this year is 
very good. Giving has remained solid 
and, due to some changes to our 
expenditures, our expenses are more 
in line with giving. Many churches 
and partnering organizations like 
CBF/GA continue to feel the squeeze 
of financial pressures which are 
often beyond our control. Budgets 
are becoming slimmer, expenditures 
are being adjusted, and stressors are 
multiplying as they continue to live 
out God’s call for their organizations. 
Accordingly, because I believe one of 
the great duties of CBF/GA is to be 
good stewards of the gifts and mon-
ies entrusted to us by congregational 

partners and individual supporters 
around the state, we continue to 
monitor our finances closely. 

In this issue of Visions, we also 
celebrate a beginning … at least 
for the remainder of 2019. It’s the 
beginning of a new budget year 
but also the beginning of our State 
Mission Offering (SMO) cycle. Half 
of this year’s gifts will again be used 
for Congregational Ministry Grants, 
which were very successful this past 
spring. The Congregational Ministry 
Grant program offers churches a 
matching grant, worth between 
$1000 and $2000, to engage in new 
or innovative ministry opportunities 
within their local context. 

The rest of the State Mission Offering 
will be used to provide program sup-
port for certain CBF Field Personnel 
partners who have strong Georgia 
connections. This will broaden our 
missions efforts and let CBF/GA 
more fully partner with these CBF 
Field Personnel.

The CBF Field Personnel we’ve identi-
fied with these connections are: 

Jonathan and Tina Bailey, Bali, 
Indonesia: Tina is from the Savannah 
area and Jonathan from Simpsonville, 
SC. Their home church is a CBF/GA 
partner congregation, First Baptist 
Church, Savannah.

Carson and Laura Foushee, Japan: 
Both Carson and Laura are McAfee 
School of Theology graduates and 
both previously worked at CBF/
GA, with Carson leading CSF 
(Cooperative Student Fellowship) at 
Mercer University and Laura as our 
Associate Coordinator.

Lesley-Ann Hix Tommey, New York 
City: Lesley-Ann is also a McAfee 
graduate and previously served 
churches in Georgia before begin-
ning her work at the Rauschenbusch 
Center in New York City.

Missy Ward-Angalla, Kampala, 
Uganda: Missy is another McAfee 
graduate who served as a Student 
Representative on our Coordinating 
Council during her seminary years.

Karen ____, Northern Africa: Karen, 
too, graduated from McAfee and 
served as Associate Pastor of  
CBF/GA partner congregation 
Peachtree Baptist Church in Atlanta 
before beginning her service.

This partnership and support is 
very similar to the CBF Encourager 
Church program, through which 
congregations may covenant to 
provide spiritual and tangible sup-
port for Field Personnel. CBF/GA is 
committing to partnering with these 
Field Personnel, providing monies, 
yes, but also a fuller connection with 
the CBF/GA family. You will hear 
updates from these Field Personnel 
from time to time, and when they are 
home in the states on leave, you’ll 
have a chance to hear from them 
about their ministries, as when Missy 
Ward-Angalla visited our Senior Adult 
Retreat in April. At our fall state 
meeting November 3-4 in Columbus, 
Carson and Laura Foushee will be 
with us, leading a breakout session 
and sharing about “Learning as 
Mission,” a way to engage with their 
work in Japan. There is also hope that 
CBF/GA will be leading occasional 
mission immersion opportunities 
with some Field Personnel in years  
to come.

I am excited about 
endings and begin-
nings, especially 
as we do the good 
work of Christ in 
our world through 
the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship 
of Georgia. n

Endings and Beginnings

JODY LONG 
Executive Coordinator 

CBF/GA
 jlong@cbfga.org
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Fall General Assembly/BWIM of Georgia/Ministers’ Gathering 
November 3-5 • First Baptist Church, Columbus • www.cbfga.org/gatherings/

HOTEL SUGGESTIONS

Note: there are no blocks of rooms 
for the event

Courtyard by Marriott, Columbus 
- Phenix City/Riverfront  

(downtown, just across the river 
from FBC Columbus); 

1400 Whitewater Ave, Phenix City, 
AL 36867; 

(334) 664-9840; $143/night

Hampton Inn & Suites,  
Phenix City - Columbus  

(downtown, just across the river 
from FBC Columbus); 

620 Martin Luther King Jr Pkwy N, 
Phenix City, AL 36869; 

(334) 664-0776; $106/night

Courtyard by Marriott, Columbus  
(next to Peachtree Mall and 

Columbus airport, about 5 miles 
from FBC Columbus); 

3501 Courtyard Way, Columbus, 
GA 31909; 

(706) 323-2323; $107/night

Fairfield Inn & Suites  
by Marriott, Columbus  

(next to Peachtree Mall and 
Columbus airport, about 5 miles 

from FBC Columbus), 

4510 Armour Rd, Columbus, GA 
31904; 

(706) 317-3600; $114/night

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, 
Columbus  

(next to Peachtree Mall and 
Columbus airport, about 5 miles 

from FBC Columbus); 

5351 Sidney Simons Blvd, 
Columbus, GA 31904

(706) 327-6868; $131/night

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR E VENTS

Sunday, November 3
4:00 pm Coordinating Council Meeting 
4:30 pm Registration opens in Narthex of FBC Columbus
5:00 pm BWIM of Georgia Business Meeting
5:30 pm  Celebratory Dinner (Co-sponsors - CBF/GA & BWIMGA)
7:00 pm Worship Session 1 – led by Emily Hull McGee
8:30 pm Dessert Fellowship – Sponsored by CBF/GA

Monday, November 4
8:30 am Registration/Coffee Time
9:00 am Breakout Session 1
10:00 am Breakout Session 2 
11:00 am Worship Session 2 – led by Emily Hull McGee
12:15 pm Lunch and Ministry Network Lunch Gatherings 
1:00 pm-3:00 pm Mission Lab Experiences 
6:00 pm Ministers’ Gathering Dinner 
7:00 pm-8:30 pm Ministers’ Gathering Session 1 

Tuesday, November 5
9:00 am-10:00 am Ministers’ Gathering Session 2 
10:30 am-12:00 noon Ministers’ Gathering Session 3

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Building a Firm Foundation. . .
. . . Through Serving Your Neighbors — Howie Hooper, Minister of Missions     

Engagement, FBC Columbus
. . . Through Global Missions — Carson and Laura Foushee, CBF Field Personnel, 

Japan
. . . Through Changing Congregational Paradigms — Emily Hull McGee, Pastor, 

FBC on Fifth, Winston-Salem, NC, and Chris Gambill, Director, Center for 
Congregational Health, FaithHealthNC

. . . Through Supporting Ministers — Rob Fox, President, CBF Church Benefits 
Board

. . . Through Pastoral Conversations — Denise Massey, Associate Professor of 
Pastoral Care and Counseling, McAfee School of Theology

. . . Through Congregational Policies — Stephen Reeves, CBF Associate 
Coordinator of Partnership and Advocacy, and member, CBF Clergy Sexual 
Misconduct Task Force

. . . Through Encouraging Women in Ministry and Leadership — Pam Durso, 
Executive Director, BWIM

. . . Through Engaging Rural Poverty — Jason Coker, Together for Hope Field 
Coordinator for Mississippi, and Rachel Shapard, Regional Vice President, 
Together for Hope, and Associate Coordinator, CBF Florida

. . .Through Studying God’s Word 

—  H O W  F I R M  A  F O U N D AT I O N  —
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Below and at right you will find the CBF/GA church and individual giving report for the 2018/2019 fiscal year. 
These figures include gifts sent directly to CBF/GA or through CBF/GA Global to CBF/GA. This list is NOT a 

CBF/GA church directory. It is a report of those which have supported our budget or state missions ministries in 
the past year. These lists include churches and individuals who gave to the budget, to the State Mission Offering, 
and to the Frank & Susan Broome Endowment from July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019.

CBF/GA appreciates your missional giving and your support of the work of CBF/GA,  
and our goal is to provide complete and accurate accounting. If for any reason you believe the data  

is incorrect or incomplete, please let us know.

GIVING REPORT  
2018-2019

Alpharetta Johns Creek Baptist Church 
Americus Fellowship Baptist Church 
Athens First Baptist Church 
Athens Milledge Avenue Baptist
Atlanta Northeast Baptist Church
Atlanta Northside Drive Baptist Church
Atlanta Peachtree Baptist Church
Atlanta Second - Ponce de Leon Baptist Church
Atlanta The Church at Ponce & Highland
Augusta First Baptist Church
Cairo Christ Church
Canton Heritage Fellowship
Carlton Carlton Baptist Church
Carrollton First Baptist Church
Carrollton Tabernacle Baptist Church
Cartersville Heritage Baptist Church
Cave Spring Rehoboth Baptist Church
Claxton First Baptist Church
Columbus  First Baptist Church 
Commerce  First Baptist Church 
Conyers Haven Fellowship Church
Conyers Trinity Baptist Church
Cornelia  First Baptist Church 
Covington  First Baptist Church 
Dahlonega Dahlonega Baptist Church
Dalton  First Baptist Church 
Decatur Scott Boulevard Baptist Church
Decatur  First Baptist Church 
Duluth Parkway Baptist Church
Eatonton  First Baptist Church 
Evans  First Baptist Church 
Fitzgerald  Fellowship Baptist Church
Fitzgerald  First Baptist Church 
Forsyth First Baptist Church
Forsyth Rocky Creek Baptist Church
Fort Oglethorpe First Baptist Church
Gainesville First Baptist Church
Grayson Cornerstone Church
Griffin First Baptist Church
Haddock Haddock Baptist Church
Harlem Harlem Baptist Church
Hartwell First Baptist Church
Hawkinsville First Baptist Church

Hoschton Celebration Church
Ila Ila Baptist Church
Jefferson First Baptist Church
Lavonia First Baptist Church 
Lyons The Oaks Baptist Church
Macon Community Foundation of Central Georgia, Inc.
Macon First Baptist Church of Christ 
Macon Highland Hills Baptist Church
Macon Mount Zion Baptist Church
Macon New Heights Baptist Church
Macon Vineville Baptist Church
Madison Madison Baptist Church
Manchester  First Baptist Church 
Marietta  First Baptist Church 
Marietta  New Life Christian Ministries
Milledgeville  Community Baptist Church
Milledgeville  First Baptist Church 
Montezuma  First Baptist Church 
Monticello Monticello Baptist Church
Morrow  Called Out Ministries
Morrow  First Baptist Church 
Moultrie Trinity Baptist Church
Mt. Vernon College Hill Baptist Church
Newnan  Central Baptist Church
Plains Maranatha Baptist Church
Ringgold  First Baptist Church 
Riverdale  First Baptist Church 
Rome First Baptist Church
Rome Garden Lakes Baptist Church
Rome North Broad Baptist Church
Rome Second Avenue Baptist Church
Roswell  First Baptist Church 
Roswell  North River Baptist Church
Royston Royston Baptist Church
St. Simons Island First Baptist Church
Stone Mountain Smoke Rise Baptist Church
Summerville Horizon Baptist Fellowship
Tifton  First Baptist Church 
Tucker First Baptist Church 
Warm Springs First Baptist Church of Warm Springs
Warthen Union Baptist Church
West Point Union Baptist Church
West Point  First Baptist Church 

Giving Churches to CBF/GA for July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019
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Jonathan A. Alderman
Rebecca C. Ash-Allen
Stanley R. Barnett, Jr.

Renée Bennett
Randy Brittain

Frank & Susan Broome
J.G. Bryson

Joanne K. Carr
Lin P. Carter

Jack V. & Gwen Colwell
Gwendolyn H. Cottrell

Hugh D. Salter
Leona DuVall

John Ellington
Richard A. Epps

Evelyn Farr
Bertha B. Farrar

Robert L. Faulkner
Tamlin B. Fortner

Patricia Ingle Gillis
Napp Granade
Barbara S. Haig
Gail Hammock

Bettianne Harris
Betty Harris

Joanne B. Harwell

Neil & Anne Heath
Tom & Joan Hill

Ernest Gordon Jones
William Thomas Jordan

Gerald Kersey
Ken & Glenda Kessler
Barbara B. Killebrew

Jana S. Kinnersley
Larry & Beth Knight

Virginia J. Lam
Virginia Land

Tony & Tiffany Lankford
Carol Lester

Jody & Julie Long
Cyrell Lynch

Carolyn Massey
Katha D. Massey

Brian & Joyce McCartney
Clarice Evelyn Mitchell

Ann White Morton
David & Sarah Murray

Betty Norton
Bob Powell

Gwynn M. Powell
Frances Skinner Reeves

William Rhodes

John W. Rigdon, Sr.
Christine S. Rustin

Hugh Salter, Jr.
Katrina J. Salter-Wood

Matt & Julie Sapp
Robert Sauls
Carole Smith

Bob & Mary Elizabeth Smith
Gary Solomon
Ronald Stone

Phil Stovall
Larry Stover
Alton Taylor
Dewey Teal

Norma J. Thompson
Edwin & Sarah Timmerman
Henry & Brenda Gail Tyson

Naomi King Walker
Tricia Whitby

C. E. Williams, Jr.
David Wilson

O. Chappell Wilson, Jr.
Janice M. Winters

Jane F. Wooten
Esther L. Worthington

Individual CBF/GA Donors for July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019  
(includes donors to the Frank & Susan Broome Endowment)

Financial Review for 2018/19 Fiscal Year (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)

2018-2019 YEAR-END FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (JULY 1, 2018 – JUNE 30, 2019)

BUDGE T:
Total Gifts:  $477,662.71

Total Expenses:  $386,786.57
Gain/(Loss):  $90,876.24

DESIGNATED:
Total Gifts: $172,160.44

Total Expenses: $77,409.70

2018-2019 DONATIONS TO THE STATE MISSION OFFERING:
$22,807.57

2018-2019 DONATIONS TO THE FRANK & SUSAN BROOME ENDOWMENT:
$8,100.00

FRANK & SUSAN BROOME ENDOWMENT BALANCE AS OF JUNE 30, 2019: 
$976,552.59

Thank you for your faithful gifts to CBF/GA; for it is you who supply the funds needed  
to make a difference in the lives we touch in Georgia and in the world!
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Enjoy a day of worship, fellowship, 
and entertainment. This year’s Senior 
Celebrations are Tuesday, September 
17 and Tuesday, September 24. The 
cost for each Celebration is $15, 
which includes morning coffee,  
midday lunch, and entertainment. 

Each Senior Celebration worship 
begins at 10:30 am, with coffee available at 10 am; each will 
conclude by 2 pm. Registration is now open online at www.cbfga.org/senior-adults/, with 
pre-payment by credit or debit card. You may also register by contacting Melissa Kremer at mkremer@cbfga.org,  
or at 704-491-9814.

THE SECOND SENIOR CELEBRATION — Tuesday, September 24, at FBC Morrow  
The deadline to register for the second Senior Celebration is Wednesday, September 18.

Worship Speaker: William Deal, pastor of Royston Baptist Church, Royston, leading worship. 
William Deal began serving as Senior Pastor of Royston Baptist Church on July 1, 2018. William 
graduated from Samford University and earned an MDiv from McAfee School of Theology, where 
he convinced a wildly beautiful and fiercely loving fellow seminarian to marry him and join him 
as a partner in ministry and in life. As of August 2019, Mary Kate serves as Minister of Music 
alongside William at Royston Baptist Church. William and Mary Kate are the proud parents of 3 
and 1/2 year old twin girls, Adeline and Dorothy, who keep them busy and laughing. A few other 
things he loves: their dogs, Boomer and Jasper; the Atlanta Braves and the University of Alabama 
Crimson Tide; woodworking, cooking, eating, and laughing.

Entertainment: “Faculty Grass,” a bluegrass group comprising current and former faculty from Clayton State 
University. 

THE FIRST SENIOR CELEBRATION — Tuesday, September 17, at Heritage Fellowship in Canton  
The deadline to register for this event is Wednesday, September 11.

Worship Speaker: Jonathan Barlow has served as Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church, Dalton, 
since 2018. A native of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, Jonathan is a graduate of Mississippi College 
in Clinton, Mississippi. He also earned an MDiv from McAfee School of Theology and a 
DMin from Duke University. His experience includes serving as Youth Ministry and a Pastoral 
Residency at Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, and Pastor of Royston 
Baptist Church in Royston, Georgia, before he joined First Baptist Dalton in 2017. Jonathan’s 
wife, Susan, teaches second grade at Brookwood Elementary School in Dalton, GA. They have 
three young sons: Peyton, Nolan, and Boston.

Entertainment: Victoria Hill, Miss Georgia 2019, who is a vocal student at Reinhardt University. 

Senior Adults, Join Us for a CBF/GA Senior Celebration in September! 

SAVE THE DATE FOR SENIOR ADULT RETREAT!

April 26-28, 2020 at First Baptist Church, Dalton 
More details to come soon.
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CBF      Georgia
STATE MISSION OFFERING

Together

Many of us have matured in our faith hearing the 
clarion call of Jesus from the beginning of the book 
of Acts to engage in our world: “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
As CBF/GA begins a new State Missions Offering 
cycle, we hear this call again to be witnesses of Christ 
in our own state and even to the ends of the earth. 

Last year’s State Mission Offering, from July 1, 2018 
through June 30, 2019, raised $22,807.57. These gifts 
were split between our emerging partnership with 
CBF’s Together for Hope: A Rural Poverty Coalition and 
our new Congregational Ministry Grant program, 
which was highly successful.

This year, the CBF/GA State Mission Offering will be 
used to support the Congregational Ministry Grant 
program and, in a new missions venture, provide pro-
gram support for CBF/GA-connected Field Personnel 
around the world.

First, the Congregational Ministry Grant program 
introduced last year was a wonderful success. Ten 
congregations around our state received matching 
grants for $1,000 to $2,000 to explore new ministry 
opportunities or to expand existing good ministries. 
The congregations are sharing their stories with us 
and we in turn will be sharing them with you, in 
hopes of inspiring you and your congregations to 
live out God’s call in your community. This year, 
we are again offering matching grants for $1,000 to 
$2,000 in hopes that congregational recipients use 
the grants to further good, innovative ministry ideas 
and projects.

Second, we are beginning new partnerships with 
Georgia-connected CBF Field Personnel, similar to 

the Church Encourager program that CBF uses to 
provide local congregational support for our Field 
Personnel around the world. We have identified Field 
Personnel who have deep Georgia ties: the Baileys in 
Bali, Indonesia; the Foushees in Japan; Lesley-Ann 
Hix Tommey in New York City; Missy Ward-Angalla 
in Uganda; and Karen ____, who is in Northern 
Africa. Gifts to the State Mission Offering will 
support the programmatic work among these Field 
Personnel in their contexts. They will, in turn, share 
more of their ministry with CBF/GA through peri-
odic updates that we will pass along to you as well 
as opportunities for engagement when they are back 
in Georgia. Also, there is the possibility that these 
partnerships will include mission immersion trips 
for CBF/GA supporters to learn about the ministry 
with these Field Personnel and to further educate us 
as to how we can be more deeply involved in their 
ministry.

This year, our CBF/GA State Missions Offering mate-
rials (a poster which may be printed in various sizes 
and also printed on the following pages, a bulletin 
insert, an FAQ sheet, and this letter) are available on 
our website, www.cbfga.org/state-mission-offering/, 
for you to download and use as your congregation 
desires. If you need printed materials, please contact 
Melissa Kremer at mkremer@cbfga.org.

We look forward to a year of ministry together, 
for “we, who are many, are one body in Christ 
(Romans12:4-5).”

   Blessings,

                                            

   Jody Long,  
   Executive Coordinator

Dear CBF/GA friends and family,

For more information about the CBF/GA State Mission Offering,  
visit www.cbfga.org/state-mission-offering/
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“Having a full-time intern this 
summer, I believe, has helped 
confirm for this congregation 
the importance of its role in 
helping grow and form a new 
generation of ministers. Over 
the summer, we also had a 
young man who grew up at 
First Baptist preach his first 
sermon here prior to starting 
seminary, and we hosted the 
ordination of a young woman 
who got her start in vocational 
ministry by serving on staff 
here several years ago.” 

— Tony Lankford,  
Senior Pastor, FBC of St. Simons Island 

PANHANDLE MISSION MADNESS, JUNE 2019
About 75 volunteers representing eight churches from CBFs of Georgia, 
Alabama, and Florida gathered in the Marianna, Florida area in June for two 
days of hard work cleaning up debris from last year’s hurricane. The fifty 
Georgia volunteers ranged in age from young teens to retirees, and the tasks 
ranged from heavy yard work to rebuilding fences to cutting down and cut-
ting up trees with chainsaws. Future trips of this sort are in the works, so stay 
tuned!

STUDENT.CHURCH STUDENT.GO&
CBF/GA CONTINUES TO INVEST in the lives of students 
who are seeking to discern a calling to missions or minis-
try within the local and global church, by subsidizing the 
Student.Church and Student.Go programs in Georgia. Each 
summer, students serve in local churches, with CBF Field 
Personnel, or with CBF ministry partners. This year students 
served in six CBF/GA congregations and with two mission 
partners in Georgia. These experiences have helped shape 
the students as well as the congregations and individuals 
with whom they have served. This invaluable investment 
is supported by earnings from the Frank and Susan Broom 
Endowment Fund.

“Our Youth Ministry Intern, 
Abigail Pierce, has been 
working with our students at 
FBC Athens for the past two 
years. It’s been a joy to see her 
open herself up to and gain 
confidence in her own call 
to ministry. Through Student.
Church, she’s made friends 
with other college students 
and young ministers in CBF 
life who’ve been a network of 
support as she’s served and 
worked through her doubts, 
questions, and excitement 
— she’s found “her people”, 
people in a similar life stage 
with similar callings.” 

— Emily Harbin,  
Minister to Students and Young Adults,  

FBC Athens 

“My experience as Children's 
Ministry Intern at First Baptist 
Church of Christ has shaped 
me in more ways than I can 
imagine. I have learned that 
you don't have to go far to 
change/better your life or the 
lives around you. At the begin-
ning of this summer I decided 
that I was going to say yes to 
things outside of my comfort 
zone and try new things. I 
am beyond sad to leave my 
internship, but I am extremely 
excited to apply all of the 
things that this internship has 
taught me to my everyday life 
at college.” 

— Rachel Green,  
Intern at FBC of Christ, Macon

“This summer brought me 
closer to the Lord by teaching 
me how to be encouraging 
and empathetic to people 
who were different from my 
way of life. The Lord humbled 
me by meeting the needs of 
this church by my stepping 
in as the children's minister 
this summer, while they 
searched for a permanent one. 
I wouldn't have called myself a 
‘kid guru’ before this summer, 
and at the beginning of the 
summer I wasn't sure how to 
approach them (Do they still 
like Veggie tales, or was that 
old-fashioned now? Will they 
find ‘Simon Says’ boring?). It 
was a lot of work but a lot of 
fun, and I now feel comfort-
able around kids!” 

— Bethany McCabe,  
Intern at FBC St. Simons Island“This summer brought me closer to the Lord …”

Interns at Koinonia Farm  
in Americus, GA

Bethany  
McCabe
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LAST WEEK, I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY to host 
Stephanie Vance, Manager for Together for Hope, and 
Rachel Gunter Shapard, Regional VP, Black Belt Region, 
Together for Hope. You may remember that Together 
for Hope began twenty years ago as an initiative by the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship to help alleviate poverty 
in the twenty poorest counties in the United States. Some 
amazing work has been done in the past twenty years, 
and now this work will be expanding. Together for Hope 
will now focus on the 301 counties of persistent rural 
poverty as identified by the US Department of Agriculture. 
Forty of these counties are located here in the state of 
Georgia. It is the goal of Together for Hope to forge new 
partnerships with local organizations to make an impact 
in rural America.

Stephanie and Rachel visited Americus to make some 
initial connections with non-profit leaders in Sumter 
County. It was their desire to learn more about the work 
currently being done around issues of poverty, and we 
were able to meet with leaders from seven different non-
profits. These non-profits work in a variety of settings, and 
their ministries focus on a wide range of concerns, from 
education and housing to food insecurity and economic 
development. We heard inspiring stories about some 
of the ministry taking place in Sumter County, and we 
learned more about the amazing people that live in this 
part of Georgia. We were also reminded of the unique 
challenges that face people living in rural areas. There are 
many ways we might help individuals and families better 
utilize local resources for transformational work.

I am excited about the ministry opportunities that will 
be available to us as Together for Hope begins to build 
coalitions in our state. Many of our CBF/GA youth and 
adults gave of their time and effort earlier this year, as 
they served with local ministries here in Sumter County 

as a part of March Mission Madness. 
Two college students served here in 
Sumter County this summer as part 
of CBF's Student.Go program. In the 
months to come, our CBF/GA churches 
will have opportunities to partner with 
local organizations and perhaps make 
a multi-year commitment to come 
alongside our brothers and sisters in these south Georgia 
counties. Our state organization will also be working to 
make connections and to provide resources to support the 
vital work of community development.

As we drove the back roads of Sumter County together last 
week, and as we listened to my neighbors, the words of 
Matthew 25:34-39 kept stirring in my heart: 

“Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 
I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righ-
teous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw 
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you 
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did 
it to me.’” 

May I continue to find Jesus in the faces of my neighbors, 
and may we all join in the work of building communities 
of hope. n

Building a Community of Hope in Sumter County
WENDY PEACOCK, CBF/GA Moderator,  wendyjpeacock@gmail.com
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THE THEME  for the 2020 Winter Youth Summit is “Connected,” which is taken from Ephesians 4.4-6: 

“You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, so stay together, both outwardly and inwardly.  
You have one Master, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who rules over all, works through all,  

and is present in all. Everything you are and think and do is permeated with Oneness.”  — The Message

Event speaker is Dr. Shaun King, Pastor of John’s Creek Baptist Church in Alpharetta, Georgia. Shaun is a powerful and engaging 
preacher who knows how to connect teenagers with the Gospel. His professional experience in this area is also informed by the 
two teenage sons who currently live in his house! 

Sharon Irving is returning to WYS as our worship 
leader. She has been leading worship in congrega-
tions since she was little girl on the south-side of 
Chicago. Her giftedness has made her a nationally 
known performer and worship leader. We are excited 
to have her passion and voice leading us again. 

Saturday evening features a concert by the popular 
American Idol contestant Walker Burroughs.

ACCOMMODATIONS 
Each church group will need to make their own 
reservations with Embassy Suites, Huntsville. Our 
conference rate is $124 for a room that sleeps up to 6 
people and includes free breakfast. This hotel is also 
within walking distance of FBC Huntsville. 

MEALS
Your conference fee includes three meals and several 
snack opportunities throughout the weekend. 
Included meals are dinner Friday and Saturday. 
Saturday’s food truck lunch at FBC Huntsville is also 
built into the conference fee this year. Students may 
want to bring cash if they wish to purchase additional 
snacks or food from the trucks. 

Each group is on its own for breakfast both mornings 
of the event. If you are staying at the Embassy Suites, 
your group will have free breakfast provided there. 

MORE INFO 
Registration, schedule and additional details are avail-
able online at: www.alabamacbf.org/wys2020

CONNECTED Winter Youth Summit January 17-19 

Registration closes October 15, 2019.
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THERE IS A LETTER IN MY BIBLE 
WHICH I DEEPLY TREASURE 
from my years in church youth 
group. This letter was written for my 
birthday just before my sophomore 
year of high school. The man who 
wrote this and so many other letters 
to students in our youth group was 
a true encourager. He, along with 
numerous other church leaders, spent 
time leading weeknight Bible studies, 
attending summer camp, teaching 
Sunday school, listening to questions 
and concerns from students, and 
praying with students. I know he 
spent countless unseen hours praying, 
talking and writing special gifts such 
as these letters, along with songs for 
each graduating senior class. The gift 
of his ministry to the students of our 
church cannot be measured. 

Some of the students who received 
these letters are now ministers them-
selves; many are doctors, educators, 
parents and businesspeople. Each 
person was shaped and encouraged 
by the time, talents, energy, and gifts 
offered by so many volunteers and 
ministers. In this age of social media 
and this world of connectedness, we 
are able keep in touch with many who 
have touched our lives. 

Yet we still often overlook the many 
hours spent and the quiet ways in 
which ministry happens. In the 
solitude of a hospital visit or the 
sacredness of a counseling session. 
Through the encouraging words of a 
mentor or teacher. Through the hours 

spent planning 
a retreat or pre-
paring a weekly 
sermon. In the 
resetting of tables 
and chairs or 
setting out of hym-
nals and worship 
guides for Sunday morning. These are 
just some of the unseen moments 
that are vital to the ministry and 
work of the Church. Many of these 
moments go without acknowledge-
ment or gratitude. These tasks are 
the ones that are repeated every week 
and that would be quickly noticed if 
they were not completed. These are 
the tasks that fill so much of one’s 
“ministerial job description.” These 
are our birthday letters, our moments 
of behind-the-scenes ministry that 
continue to make a difference. 

In the life of CBF/GA, these ministry 
moments happen as we visit with 
staff members throughout the state. 
They happen amid planning for 
events throughout the year. Through 
writing notes to students serving this 
summer with the Student.Go and 
Student.Church programs. In praying 
for our churches as they were hosting 
Vacation Bible Schools this summer. 
Through praying for groups attending 
Passport children’s and youth camps. 
By helping ministers connect with a 
search committee to find their next 
place of ministry. Whether you min-
ister or a volunteer in a traditional 
church setting, para-church organi-
zation, school, or business setting, 

there are no doubt times when you 
find yourself in need of a “birthday 
letter” — words to encourage and lift 
you up as you go about these tasks of 
ministry.

Each birthday letter I received while a 
youth from this gentleman included 
words of teaching and words of 
encouragement. I share his words so 
that you can read them for yourself 
and find hope and encouragement 
today. “Martha Kate, you’re very 
special. God has a plan for you. He 
will reveal that plan to you bit by bit 
as you give your life to Him. Thanks 
for being my friend. Remember, I love 
you, but God loves you more.” He 
closed each letter and conversation 
with that last line. 

May we all continue to minister and 
encourage one another in love, know-
ing that no matter where we are, God 
loves us more! n

MARTHA KATE HALL,  Associate Coordinator for Congregational Life,  mkhall@cbfga.org

The Power of an Encouraging Word

madnes

march missions

March 13-15, 2020:  
Athens First Baptist Church 

March 20-22, 2020:  
Carrollton First Baptist Church
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STEVE 
COTHRAN 
has worked 
with youth 
since 1980 
and has been 
a Minister to 

Youth and Families since 1990. He 
has served churches in Florida and 
Kentucky, and most recently was at 
First Baptist Church, Greensboro, 
North Carolina. In January 2018, 
Steve began his current ministry 
with youth and families at Central 
Baptist in Newnan, Georgia, where 
next year they will move into the 
church’s newly constructed youth 
space! Steve has written Intersections 
for Youth Bible Study curriculum 
for Smyth & Helwys, he has written 
blogs for NextSunday.com, and he 
has been a contributor to the online 
devotional 365.org. Steve holds a 
BA from Furman University and an 
MDiv from Southern Seminary, and 
he will complete his DMin degree 
at Campbell School of Divinity in 
2020. He and his wife Nancy met 
at the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky; 
they have three adult children, one 
son-in-law, one grandson, and one 
very neurotic rescue dog. 

KEP PATE  
and his wife, 
Sara Bailey, 
met as students 
at Clemson 
University, 
where Kep 

taught Sara’s rock climbing class 
their senior year. He knew after their 
first date that they eventually would 
marry, because when he told her his 
dream of running a camp, her eyes lit 
up instead of glazing over. They said 
“I do” on New Year’s Eve, 2016, and 
welcomed their son Henry Knox Pate 
into the world in 2018. Kep recently 
returned to the McAfee School of 
Theology to pursue his DMin, having 
graduated with his MDiv in 2017. 
Kep served as Youth Minister at his 
home church, Johns Creek Baptist 
Church in Alpharetta, for five years. 
He recently transitioned to the 
YMCA as the Senior Site Director at 
Camp High Harbour at Lake Burton. 
Kep’s journey towards working for 
the YMCA began over twenty years 
ago when he first experienced the 
magic of camp. Since then he has 
been following God’s call to return 
to camp ministry, giving kids the 
same transformative experiences he 
was blessed with so many years ago. 

JOSHUA 
SCOTT is the 
son of Phyllis 
and the late 
George Scott. 
He has been a 
youth pastor 

and worked with students in various 
capacities since 2010. Joshua received 
his BS in history and sociology from 
Jacksonville State University. He 
earned an MDiv from McAfee School 
of Theology and an MA in Christian 
Education from Morehouse School of 
Religion. He is currently pursuing a 
DMin degree from Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary. Joshua is a 
firm believer in equipping the next 
generation to know and love God! 
He is married to the love of his life, 
Lauren Scott. Joshua is currently the 
Associate Pastor to Students, Young 
Adults and Families at Second-Ponce 
De Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta. 
One of Joshua’s favorite verses in 
the Bible is Philippians 4.13: “I can 
do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” This verse is the 
lens through which Joshua views life. 
Whether Joshua is running slowly 
for exercise, watching movies with 
Lauren, eating red velvet cake, or fac-
ing the challenges of life, he believes 
that no obstacle is too hard for God, 
and with God every battle can be 
won. n

2019/2020 CBF/GA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Congregational leaders from Community Baptist and Hardwick Baptist Churches in Milledgeville gathered in 
late May for a Dawnings Retreat with Bo Prosser and Harry Rowland. The Dawnings process invites churches to 
see the world and their ministry within it with fresh clarity and purpose. 

“The Dawnings Retreat was a valuable experience for representative leaders of Hardwick Baptist Church.  
The most important aspect of the Dawnings process, to me, is the provision of a framework — a rhythm — to 
incorporate spiritual discernment in the ministry plan of a congregation. Our folks were encouraged as they 
realized this was not a plan to implement a “one-size-fits-all” program. Rather, Dawnings teaches a congre-
gation to listen to what the Spirit is doing in the local community and in the life of the congregation. I am 
grateful to the CBF/GA for sponsoring the Dawnings Retreat, and I look forward to discovering where the 
Dawnings journey will take the people of Hardwick Baptist.” 

— Doug Adkins, Pastor, Hardwick Baptist Church, Milledgeville

A Report from the Dawnings Retreat 

To learn more about these scholarships  
visit www.cbfga.org/theological-education-scholarships/
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COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP  
OF GEORGIA

P.O. Box 4343, Macon, GA 31208-4343
phone 478-742-1191 • fax 478-742-6150

www.cbfga.org

CBF/GA Staff

executive coordinator 
Jody Long 

jlong@cbfga.org

associate coordinator for congregational life  
Martha Kate Hall 

mkhall@cbfga.org

assistant to the coordinator for communications  
and resources 

Melissa Kremer 
mkremer@cbfga.org

assistant to the coordinator for administration  
and programming 
Rachel Greco 

rgreco@cbfga.org

CBF/GA Coordinating Council
moderator • Wendy Peacock, Americus

clerk • Glenda Kessler, St. Simons Island
finance chair • Ron McClung, Haddock

treasurer • Neil Heath, Macon
Lamar Barden, Rome

Geraldine Bridges, Commerce
Nancy Bryson, St. Simons Island
Jeremy Colliver, Stone Mountain

Gwen Cottrell, Decatur
Joe Davis, Dalton
Jake Hall, Macon

Gail Hammock, Griffin
Tom Hill, Alpharetta

Howard Hooper, Columbus
Jennifer Jindrich, Carrollton

David Keel, Augusta
Norma Rushing, Atlanta

Matt Sapp, Canton
Vanessa Strickland, Royston

David Tew, Morrow
Sarah Timmerman, Cairo
Betty West, Hawkinsville

Student Representatives
Heather Franklin, McAfee School of Theology

Kent Russell, McAfee School of Theology

VISIONS is published four times a year by CBF/GA.  
All questions and comments may be directed to  

Melissa Kremer at the CBF/GA office  
at 478-742-1191, ext. 4.

Graphic design and layout  
by Donna Jackson 

donnabjackson@gmail.com

CBF General Assembly Recap
AT THE ANNUAL CBF GENERAL ASSEMBLY in Birmingham, CBF/GA gath-
ered during our state meeting to hear a review of the past year’s events and 
programs as well as to vote on a 6-month continuation budget to bridge the gap 
between the end of the most recent fiscal year 
and the beginning of our new January-December 
budget cycle, which will begin in January 2020. 

The General Assembly featured inspiring worship, 
engaging breakouts and workshops, and warm 
fellowship with CBF friends around the globe. 
Next year, Georgia will host the General Assembly 
in Atlanta, and CBF/GA will be integral to the 
gathering’s success. As plans continue 
to develop, we will be reaching out to 
CBF/GA partner congregations and 
supporters with ways you can help! n

In each issue of Visions, we’ll try our best to keep you updated as to the travels  
and visits of the CBF/GA staff throughout our state and with our partners in ministry.  

If you’d like Jody or Martha Kate or any of our staff to speak, preach, teach, consult, lead,  
or minister with your congregation, please contact the CBF/GA office.

These are the places we have been 
June - July 2019:

CBF General Assembly, Birmingham, AL 
CBF’s Student.Go Orientation at Emory University in Atlanta

Central Baptist, Newnan
Dawnings Retreat at Hardwick Baptist, Hardwick

FBC Athens 
FBC Carrollton 

FBC Manchester
Fellowship Baptist, Americus

Haddock Baptist, Haddock
Highland Hills Baptist, Macon – Middle Georgia Meet and Greet Luncheon  

with new CBF Executive Coordinator Paul Baxley
Koinonia Farm, Americus (visiting with Student.Go interns)

McAfee School of Theology, Atlanta
Panhandle Mission Madness, Marianna, FL 

The Oaks Church, Lyons
Together for Hope meeting in Americus

Vineville Baptist Church

CBF OF GEORGIA ON THE ROAD: 

June - July 2019

LOOKING FOR THE FINANCIAL UPDATE? SEE  PAGES 4-5.
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ON THE C ALENDAR

2019
SEPTEMBER 7, 2019

“In Your Neighborhood” 
Preschool and Children’s  

Sunday School Teacher Training
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Smoke Rise Baptist Church,  

Stone Mountain, GA

SEPTEMBER 17, 2019
Senior Celebration 
Heritage Fellowship,  

Canton GA

SEPTEMBER 24, 2019
Senior Celebration 

First Baptist Church, Morrow 
Morrow, GA

OCTOBER 6-8, 2019
Mercer Preaching Consultation 

The Chattanoogan,  
Chattanooga, TN

OCTOBER 23-27, 2019
Pivot: Miami 

Miami, FL

NOVEMBER 3-4, 2019
CBF/GA General Assembly 

First Baptist Church,  
Columbus, GA

NOVEMBER 4-5, 2019
CBF/GA Ministers’ Gathering 

First Baptist Church,  
Columbus, GA

2020
JANUARY 17-19, 2020

Winter Youth Summit 
First Baptist Church 

Huntsville, AL

JANUARY 24-26, 2020
Mid-Winter Collegiate Retreat 

Camp Thunderbird 
Lake Wylie, SC (near Charlotte, NC)

JANUARY 28-31, 2020
OASIS … A Spiritual Retreat  

for Youth Ministers 
Montreat Retreat and Conference Center 

Montreat, NC

MARCH 2-4, 2020
ChurchWorks 

Central Baptist Church Fountain City 
Knoxville, TN

MARCH 13-15, 2020
March Mission Madness 

Athens First Baptist Church 
Athens, GA

MARCH 20-22, 2020
March Mission Madness 

Carrollton First Baptist Church 
Carrollton, GA

APRIL 26-28, 2020
Senior Adult Retreat 

First Baptist Church, Dalton 
Dalton, GA

JUNE 22-26, 2020
CBF General Assembly 

Atlanta, GA

NOVEMBER 8-9, 2020
CBF/GA State General Assembly 

First Baptist Church 
Rome, GA

Keep up to date with events at www.cbfga.org

Fall General Assembly/BWIM of Georgia/Ministers’ Gathering 
November 3-5 • First Baptist Church, Columbus • www.cbfga.org/gatherings/

CBF/GA and First Baptist Church, Columbus, invite all to gather for our State General Assembly and Ministers’Gathering!

State General Assembly, Sunday – Monday afternoon, November 3-4, 2019

Ministers’ Gathering, Monday evening – Tuesday noon, November 4-5, 2019

See pages 1 and 3 for details.


