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BF/GA has had for many years an interfaith
presence, particularly in the Atlanta metro area,
sometimes more vibrant and other times less so.
The need for interfaith and ecumenical outreach
and partnership has taken on intensity in recent
months and years as we have seen horrifying
acts of hatred inflicted on worshippers in synagogues,
mosques, and churches around our world and even in our
own land. There seems to be more of a sense of urgency
to reach across boundaries and seek to understand and
to love our neighbors who may worship differently than
we do. How do we
build relationships
with people of different faiths? How
can we be positive
witnesses for Christ
in an ever-changing
world?
For the CBF/GA
churches who
have ventured
into these areas of
partnership, the
experiences have varied in degree, scope, and length of
time. Some have happened in response to a random community event or need; others have grown out of long-term
and intentional interest.
We began planning this issue of Visions with interfaith
partnerships in mind, but our scope expanded to include
ecumenical partnerships as we listened to the stories of
CBF/GA congregations. Our hope is that hearing what
some congregations are doing in their communities will
encourage and challenge other CBF/GA churches to begin
to explore ways to connect with other denominations and
faith groups, to build pathways to understanding that will
help bring down walls that separate us one from another.

Justin Bishop, associate minister at Heritage Fellowship,
Canton, a congregation which has reached out in interfaith partnership in recent days, offered the following
suggestions in a March 14, 2019, blog entitled, “Same but
Different: Islam and a Line in the Sand.” While the blog
specifically addressed interfaith outreach, his guidelines
are equally applicable to ecumenical efforts:
Witness by Listening — If you want someone to listen
to you, isn’t it much easier if they know you’ll listen to
them, too? Respectful dialogue is much more effective
at building a relationship than a one-way exchange of
information.
Witness by Respecting
Needs — Some needs
are all-consuming, and
if you can understand
that need and help do
something about it, that
goes a long way toward
building a positive
relationship.
Witness by Finding
Common Ground
— So often in life we
focus on what’s different, so much so that we leave little
time for common ground. What would happen if people
from different groups (political persuasions, social classes,
race, religions) had conversations about what they have in
common? The differences might fade to the background,
enabling us to see the human being in front of us rather
than an idea we disagree with.
We hope that the stories of CBF/GA churches contained
on pages 3-4 will be enlightening and thought-provoking.
These stories only scratch the surface of interfaith and
ecumenical work within our communities, and we look
forward to spotlighting other efforts in future issues.

FROM OUR COORDINATOR

Experiencing “Holy Envy”
Anytime Barbara Brown Taylor writes a book,
it is considered “appointment reading” in
the Long household. Her latest book, Holy Envy:
Finding God in the Faith of Others, is certainly a
must-read, especially at this time in our history.
Taylor is an Episcopal priest whose preaching and
writing and storytelling have won accolades and
awards around the world. In Holy Envy, she writes
of her years teaching a world religions class at
Piedmont College in Demorest, Georgia. From her
Christian background, she was amazed that she
would learn so much about herself and her own
understanding of God by seeking to understand
more about other faiths. The temptation was there
for Taylor to abandon her Christian faith in favor of
a mishmash spirituality soup, filled with her favorite
bits and pieces of the world’s religions.
Over time, she rejected this approach in favor of
going deeper into her love of Jesus and neighbor
while opening herself up to be surprised and
changed by how others see God in their lives.
Krister Stendahl, former Dean of Harvard Divinity
School and Bishop of Stockholm in the Church of
Sweden (a branch of Lutheranism), became a vocal
advocate of religious understanding after an incident in Stockholm.
In 1985, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, known to many of us as the Mormons,
wanted to erect a new Temple in Sweden and were
met with fierce opposition. In a press conference,
Stendahl named three ways that all of us should
approach those with differing religious viewpoints
from ours:
1. W
 hen trying to understand another religion, you
should ask the adherents to that religion and not
its enemies
2. Don’t compare your best to their worst
3. Leave room for “holy envy”
It’s number three of Stendahl’s list that resonates
with Taylor. Holy envy means recognizing elements
in other religious traditions or faiths that you
admire and that you wish could, in some way, be
reflected in your own faith.
I must admit there are elements of other religions
that fascinate me and ones that I wish that I, and
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many in our Christian and Baptist families, could
practice more easily and readily. In Islam, adherents
are to pray the salat prayers 5 times a day: at dawn
before sunrise; at midday when the sun is at its
highest peak; in late afternoon; just after sunset;
and between sunset and midnight. I often wish
that I could be as devoted as a Christian to set aside
five permanent, distinct times each day to stop
my life’s busyness and offer my prayers and life to
God. Imagine that difference in our lives should we
practice prayer so regularly.
I am also fascinated by the Jewish observance of
Sabbath or Shabbat. For many of us, Sabbath, the
day of rest commemorating God’s rest after the
creation of the world detailed in Genesis 1, is on
Sunday. And it is rare that any of us truly rests. For
some Jewish sisters and brothers, though, this time
of rest is a cessation from all their labors including
driving cars, cooking meals, and even engaging with
electronic devices. Yet this rest is vital for our physical lives and our souls, reminding us that God and
God alone is our provider, and that in God’s good
mercy and provision, we will be taken care of.
Imagine if you took seriously a day of complete rest
— no driving, no cooking, no electronics, among
other “sacrifices.” Church attendance on Sunday
would plummet, Sunday lunches would be tougher
to come by, and no one could watch golf on Sunday
afternoons while snoozing on the sofa. But this
devotion to rest could transform our lives, because
we would be forced to be more present with each
other in our families and with our friends.
As Taylor’s view of her faith and life were being
changed through teaching and leading students
to better understand the world’s religions, many
of our CBF/GA partner congregations are being
transformed by conversation, worship, service, and
fellowship with other Christian
groups and even other religious
groups.
Gone are the days of being Baptist
alone and exclusively. Many
congregations are finding God
in unexpected relationships and
opportunities alongside those
who believe differently about God
and the world than we do. We’re
(continues on page 15)

JODY LONG
Executive Coordinator
CBF/GA
jlong@cbfga.org

Working

Together

within Our Communities

I

nterfaith and ecumenical outreach has a long history among
churches now affiliated with
CBF/GA, dating all the way back
(at least) to 1886. In that year,
First Baptist Church of Christ,
Macon, built its sanctuary. The night
before the new sanctuary was to open,
a fire destroyed the building, and the
congregation was invited to meet at
nearby Temple Beth Israel until they
could rebuild. First Baptist Church of
Christ returned the favor some years
later when Temple Beth Israel’s building burned.
Over the years, ecumenical ministries
and interfaith partnerships have
developed in new and interesting
ways, and that development continues
today. Here we explore some of the
ways CBF/GA churches in large cities
and small towns alike work together
to break down walls and strengthen
ties with other congregations and
faith groups.
Fellowship Baptist Church in
Fitzgerald has long had an interest
in interfaith partnership. Meeting
first on August 16, 1992, in the
Fitzgerald-Ben Hill Library and then
at St. William’s Catholic Church,
the fledgling congregation eventually found a temporary home in the
facilities of the Fitzgerald Hebrew
Synagogue. They worshipped in that
space for two years before moving
to their own facility. While current
pastor Robert Couey wishes there were
more opportunities for working with

others in their small community, he
is grateful for chances that he has to
reach across faith lines. Most recently,
he was honored on May 3 to lead
the invocation at the local Holocaust
Memorial, something he has done for
the last several years — he says that
this gives him opportunity to thank
Jewish friends and express continuing
gratitude for their act of kindness and
grace years ago.
Heritage Fellowship in Canton
has sponsored a teaching series on
world religions Wednesday nights
this spring as a way of educating their
people and encouraging them to reach
out to people of other faiths. After a
Sunday morning sermon introducing
the concepts of Islam, the church has
hosted two speakers from the Islamic
Speakers Bureau of Atlanta, along
with hosting a Maundy Thursday
Passover Seder. A trip was also
planned for a May Saturday to the
Hindu temple in Lilburn. According
to associate pastor Justin Bishop,
response has been positive, as pastor
Rob Nash has focused on ways that
we are similar as well as exploring
how world religions differ.
Participating in a monthly interfaith
breakfast has become important to
Shaun King, pastor of Johns Creek
Baptist Church in Alpharetta. The
group began meeting because of the
synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh last
fall. He was grateful that this alliance was already in place when the
New Zealand synagogue shootings

happened in March, followed on
Easter Sunday by the attacks in Sri
Lanka. According to King, the friendships among the faith leaders involved
are growing deep.
A different sort of interfaith partnership exists in Macon, where women
of various churches and congregations, including CBF/GA churches
First Baptist Church of Christ and
Highland Hills Baptist Church,
meet together monthly most of the
calendar year for a potluck lunch. The
location rotates, and a specific topic
is discussed around tables, sometimes
with a speaker being invited to spark
the discussion. Friendships have
developed along with an interfaith
book club, a small educational study
group, and a group of volunteers that
serves breakfast occasionally at a local
shelter. A new and current project
is an interfaith cookbook of recipes
accompanied by stories explaining
the significance of each recipe for the
person submitting it.
For Smoke Rise Baptist Church in
Stone Mountain, the paths to interfaith witness have varied. For several
years, the church has given space to a
fledgling Reform Jewish congregation
that meets two Fridays of each month.
Rabbi Ronald Bluming has spoken at
various times on Wednesday nights
and in some Sunday School classes
over the years, as well as participating
with pastor Chris George in a sermon
on Isaiah on one Sunday morning.
(continues on next page)
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partnership has also given rise to a new coalition, the
Interfaith Clergy Partnership of Great Athens, a group
which has just organized but which has been in the planning stages for the past several years. The Family Promise/
Interfaith Hospitality Network is a nationwide organization with local affiliates in other Georgia cities as well,
involving CBF/GA churches in areas such as Columbus,
Dalton, Gainesville, and Savannah.

s

Rabbi Rachael Bregman and
Father Tom Purdy join with
Pastor Tony Lankford to teach
a local college class in the
Brunswick area.

Smoke Rise members have been invited on several occasions to join in the Passover Seder hosted by the Jewish
congregation. In another, more impromptu event, Smoke
Rise members reached out to the Muslim owner of a convenience store near the church when his store was broken
into and ransacked in July of 2016. Preaching on hospitality the next Sunday, George challenged congregants to go
to the store to buy gas and make other purchases — by the
end of the week, 350 or more churchgoers had accepted
the invitation, which helped the owner recover from the
damage and losses. As store owner Malik Waliyani said
in an article for Baptist News Global, “This will keep me
strong, God willing. My faith teaches me that we should
build bridges. Even if we follow different religions, we are
all human beings.” Chris George added, “A simple act of
compassion has been a source of hope and inspiration for
others.”
In the Athens area, CBF/GA churches (Milledge Avenue
Baptist Church and First Baptist Athens) have long
been instrumental in the cooperative ministry known as
Interfaith Hospitality Network (known in some areas as
Family Promise). First Baptist Athens has provided space
for the IHN office and for its day center for many years,
and both congregations are involved as host churches.
As host churches, they host for one week (approximately
once each quarter) up to three homeless families (with a
maximum of 14 people). The focus of IHN is narrow, in
that they help homeless families in emergency situations,
moving them as quickly as possible on to transitional
or permanent housing. The network is far-reaching and
among its host and support congregations counts representatives from nearly all Athens faith groups. The IHN
4|
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Royston Baptist Church, Royston, and First Baptist
Hawkinsville have similar ecumenical partnerships, each
consisting in a joint 5th Sunday eveing worship experience, sometimes accompanied by a meal or fellowship
time. For churches in those towns, this is an opportunity
to reach across denominational lines, and occasionally
across faith group lines, to form friendships.
In Fitzgerald, First Baptist Church and Fellowship
Baptist Church are both involved in the “Christian
Kitchen,” which feeds about 100 people lunch each
weekday during the school year, and closer to 150 per
weekday during school breaks, and is the focus of ecumenical cooperation. In addition to offering a meal, the
ministry provides boxes of groceries and a clothes closet.
Funds for help with utility bills and to ease other crises
are available through Community Christian Assistance, a
(continues on page 15)

s

s Pastor Chris George greets
convenience store owner Malik
Waliyani in Stone Mountain.

Yet another example of interfaith partnership among
CBF/GA churches happened when Tony Lankford, pastor
of First Baptist Church, Saint Simons Island, joined
with a local Episcopal priest and a Jewish rabbi to teach
two psychology classes at a local college. Their cooperation
illustrates again the varied nature of interfaith outreach in
CBF/GA.

Youth from FBC Fitzgerald spend part of their summer camp working
with Hunger Fight!, a ministry in Jacksonville, Florida.

STUDENT EVENTS

Special thanks go to Johns Creek Baptist Church in Alpharetta,
to Fellowship Baptist Church in Americus, and to Maranatha Baptist
Church in Plains for their help in hosting our two March Mission
Madness events. More than 475 students and adult chaperones from
across the state completed 2,850 hours of service and learning.

“Out of the years that I have been coming (to MMM), this was by far my favorite. Everything
touched my heart in a deep, deep place. The sermons that were given were everything I needed
to hear. The people we worked with out at the farm were amazing. It was an amazing weekend.”
—Susan Guerin, Horizon Baptist, Summerville

“So much work was accomplished (on
Saturday)! Without the youth and chaperones, that work would’ve taken us many
days to complete. Please extend my sincerest gratitude on behalf of the Boys & Girls
Club to all who volunteered their time for
the benefit of the children in Plains.”
—Ana Baggiano, Boys & Girls Club,
Plains, Georgia

“What I love most about March Mission Madness is that it helps students (and adult
chaperones) experience the connection between worship and service. There is always
a theme for the weekend, which is addressed by the preacher during the three times
of worship. But the students do not simply hear about faith and following Christ,
they have the opportunity to put hands and feet to their faith by serving for several
hours on Saturday. It also is encouraging for youth to be around other students from
churches across the state. It gives them a bigger picture of the church.”
—Doug Adkins, pastor, Hardwick Baptist Church, Milledgeville

Participating Churches
Central Baptist Church, Newnan

FBC of Christ, Macon

New Life Christian Ministries, Marietta

FBC Augusta

Garden Lakes Baptist Church, Rome

Northeast Baptist Church, Atlanta

FBC Commerce

Hardwick Baptist Church, Milledgeville

North Broad Baptist Church, Rome

FBC Decatur

Haven Fellowship, Conyers

Parkway Baptist Church, Duluth

FBC Eatonton

Heritage Fellowship, Canton

Sardis Baptist Church, Hartwell

FBC Gainesville

Highland Hills Baptist Church, Macon

Trinity Baptist Church, Moultrie

FBC Rome

Horizon Baptist Fellowship, Summerville

Vineville Baptist Church, Macon

FBC Warm Springs

Johns Creek Baptist Church, Alpharetta
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SENIOR ADULTS

Good Times Abound at Senior Adult Retreat
Nearly 100 CBF/GA senior adults, representing 23 churches, enjoyed beautiful
weather, great fellowship, engaging breakout sessions, and motivating Bible study at the
Senior Adult Retreat at FBC, Saint Simons Island, April 28-30. Nancy Bryson and her
crew of volunteers from FBC, Saint Simons Island served as supreme church hosts as
usual, and we appreciate their time, effort,
and talents. Chris George, pastor of Smoke
Rise Baptist in Stone Mountain, encouraged participants to take time to learn anew
HOW to read the Bible, walking us through
a fresh look at each of the four gospels
during worship sessions. Breakout sessions
ranged from Bible study to a class on container gardening to a session on
the risks of social media for
seniors, and all were helpful
and enjoyable.
After four years at Saint
Simons Island, next year the
Senior Adult Retreat will move
to FBC Dalton, Georgia, as we
seek to reach out to our north
Georgia senior adults. The
dates are April 26-28, 2020,
so look for details as the year
passes. n

Senior Celebrations
Tuesday, September 17, 2019
Heritage Fellowship, Canton

2020 Senior Adult Retreat
FBC Dalton, April 26-28, 2020
6|
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Tuesday, September 24, 2019
First Baptist Church, Morrow
Speakers and entertainment will be
announced soon. Registration opens
online or by telephone July 1, 2019.

NEWS WORTHY

Tribute to Renée Bennett
At the Senior Adult Retreat held at the First Baptist Church of Saint Simons
Island, CBF/GA recognized the good work of Renée Bennett, former Assistant
to the Coordinator for Networking. As Executive Coordinator Jody Long noted,
“When the full history of CBF and CBF of Georgia is written, the name Renée
Bennett will be prominently featured. Renée’s contributions to both organizations cannot be understated.” As Renée has entered into a new phase of life and
ministry, we wish her
the very best with
grateful hearts for her
Renée and I share many things: we are
years of service and
both Mercer alums, we attend the same
devotion to
church and are choir members together;
CBF/GA.
we have shared CBF service, political
and theological discussions, job changes,
painful and joyful times, good meals with
friends, and more. But the most important
thing we share is a deep, caring friendship.
When Joyce and I moved to Georgia
We rely on each other. That is a treasure
in 2004, we were warmly welcomed
worth celebrating, and I do!
into CBF/GA life by Renée. Over the
— Neil Heath, Highland Hills
Baptist Church

I met Renée Bennett when I was
chosen to serve on the CBF/GA
Coordinating Council. I was immediately struck by her warm and welcoming
personality. She made all of us, even a
newbie like, me feel that we were instantly
a part of something bigger than ourselves
and that we all had something special to
contribute. She also reached out to let us
know she was there to help as needed. As
time passed, I was impressed by her dedication to CBF/GA and her determination
that things would run smoothly under
her watch. I feel grateful that our working
relationship quickly grew into a cherished
friendship as Renée is the kind of person
who will laugh with you, cry with you, and
have your back in times of joy and sorrow. Proverbs 31:10 says, “A good woman
is hard to find and worth more than
diamonds.” Renée Bennett is that kind of
woman, and I feel richer just knowing I call
her friend.
— Joy Huddlestun, FBC Jasper

years I have had the pleasure of working
with her in the planning of two CBF/GA
General Assemblies at First Baptist Church
of Griffin. As a member and now chair
of the Senior Adult Committee, I have
worked with her to plan numerous Senior
Celebrations and Senior Adult Retreats.
Renée’s organizational and people skills
and obvious love for CBF/GA have always
shone. Thank you, Renée, for your service
to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of
Georgia. You are loved!
— Brian McCartney, FBC Griffin

Renée’s ministry, no matter the
context, is one defined by relationships—the ways she relates to others,
making them feel heard and valued, and
the ways she creates spaces for other relationships to grow and flourish. Her work
with CBF of Georgia, particularly in the
ways she led our ministry to senior adults,
was no different. My own friendship with
Renée has made me a stronger and more
thoughtful person and minister, and I am
honored to claim Renée as my mentor.
— Sarah Murray, FBC Griffin
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Learning to Love Group Projects
MARTHA KATE HALL, Associate Coordinator for Congregational Life, mkhall@cbfga.org

... I have come to realize that the success of group projects relies on the purpose.
If we are all working to achieve the same goal, things will go smoothly ... Yes, we may
have bumps along the road but as Solomon said, we will be there to help each other up.
I must admit, during my younger years I was not one
who enjoyed group projects. As someone who prefers
having things done my way or the way I consider to be
“right,” it was a struggle for me when others in my group
wanted to move in a different direction or had a different
vision for the project. Through these processes, however,
I was forced to develop some critical life skills that have
been vital to my role with CBF/GA. Over the past several
years I have come to realize more and more that we are
stronger as an organization when we work together with
our partner organizations. Solomon shares in the book
of Ecclesiastes that “two are better than one because they
have a good return for their labor: if either of them falls
down, one can help the other up.”
This year’s March Mission Madness events were better
because of a group effort (see page 5). Associate coordinators from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Virginia pooled
our resources, ideas and energy into making our individual
event experiences
stronger for the
students within our
own states. While
March Mission
Madness is and
will continue to be
an event unique
to CBF/GA, it is
an event that has
potential to be even
better with the help
of our partners.
Again in 2020,
CBF/GA will partner with Alabama
CBF and CBF
Tennessee to sponsor the Winter
Youth Summit.
This event is a
wonderful weekend focusing on
discipleship for

middle and high school students, hosted by First Baptist
Church, Huntsville, Alabama.
CBF/GA has two new collaborative events coming this
fall about which I am especially excited. We are working
with one of our partner congregations, Smoke Rise Baptist
Church in Stone Mountain, to offer a training event for
CBF/GA Preschool and Children’s Sunday School teachers, on Saturday, September 7. During this “In Your
Neighborhood” event, we will learn from our facilitators
Becky Caswell-Speight and Emily Lemons, enjoy lunch
together, participate in interactive sessions and close with
a time of prayer and blessing (more info on page 9).
We are also introducing a new missions immersion
experience for lay leaders to the CBF/GA calendar this year
called “Pivot: Miami.” During this experience, we will
partner with Florida CBF and Touching Miami with Love
as we explore multiple Miami neighborhoods with a focus
on their community assets. Pivot is a mission immersion

Registration deadline is August 1
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UPCOMING EVENTS

experience that allows leaders to deepen their
understanding of missions through study before,
during and after the trip. This mission development event challenges thoughts and beliefs
about God’s mission in the world and our role
in that mission.

Registration opens June 1 at www.alabamacbf.org/wys2020.

Through all these collaborative efforts, I have
come to realize that the success of group projects
relies on the purpose. If we are all working to
achieve the same goal, things will go smoothly.
If each one of us wants to have a more successful event, or to help those around us learn and
grow, we can achieve and find success. Yes, we
may have bumps along the road but as Solomon
said, we will be there to help each other up. n

“In Your Neighborhood”
Preschool and Children’s Sunday School Teacher Training
Saturday, September 7, 2019, 9 am - 2 pm • Smoke Rise Baptist Church • Stone Mountain, GA
Cost - $10.00 (includes light breakfast and lunch) • Childcare is available by reservation only for birth through 5th grade.

Registration opens June 3 at www.cbfga.org and closes August 23.
Join other Preschool and Children's
leaders on Saturday, September 7, as
we study faith formation, discipline,
and care for students through the
lens of Fred Rogers’ life and teaching.
We will learn together through three
sessions of study and discussion, along
with a time of active learning. We will
close with a moment of blessing and
time of prayer together. Come as a
group or on your own. Contact Martha
Kate Hall at mkhall@cbfga.org for more
information.

Becky Caswell-Speight is Minister of
Faith Formation and Connection at
Smoke Rise Baptist Church. She grew up
near Louisville, Kentucky, with much of
her faith development occurring at St.
Matthews Baptist Church. She attended
Georgetown College and then Baptist
Theological Seminary at Richmond.
Becky has ministered in Kentucky, Texas,
Virginia, and Georgia. She finds joy in
helping teachers understand faith and
child development, and she enjoys
spending her time with her husband,
Joshua, and their two girls.

Emily Lemons grew up in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Her faith "grew up" during
her years at Georgetown College in
Kentucky. Her husband, John, serves as
Minister to Young Adults at First Baptist
Church, Huntsville, Alabama. Emily has
a Master’s in Education from Samford
University. She teaches kindergarten
with First Baptist and leads the threeyear-old choir and worship assemblies
for VBS. Emily enjoys spending time outside or on stage with her two daughters;
she loves donuts and getting her hands
dirty in the garden, and she still wants to
be Mr. Rogers when she grows up.

“Knowing that we can be loved exactly as we are gives us all the
best opportunity for growing into the healthiest of people.”
- Fred Rogers
Becky Caswell-Speight

Emily Lemons
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FROM OUR MODERATOR

Stronger Together
WENDY PEACOCK, CBF/GA Moderator, wendyjpeacock@gmail.com

It is my honor to serve as the Moderator for CBF of
GA for 2019-2020. I have some big shoes to fill following
in the footsteps of Keithen Tucker, but I am excited about
what the future holds for us. Thanks to Keithen for your
steady leadership in a time of transition, and for modeling
true servant leadership.
Just a few words of introduction about me: I am a native
of Atlanta, number three in a family of four daughters,
and a lifelong Georgia Bulldog fan. I received my BBA in
Management from the University of GA, and my M.Div.
from the Candler School of Theology at Emory University.
I am married to Patrick, who works as a Producer for
OnMedia in Albany, GA. We have one child, Emily, who
is a junior at Americus Sumter High School. When I'm
not working, I enjoy reading, gardening, watching movies
and traveling.

My prayer is that we might
join together in the work of Christ,
knowing that we are stronger together.
I have been serving as the Pastor of Fellowship Baptist
Church in Americus, GA since 1995. We are a smaller
membership congregation, but we are vital in terms of our
commitment to worship, to missions, and to extending
welcome to all God's children. We have been supporters
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship since its beginning,
and it is an encouragement to us to be joined in ministry
with other Baptist brothers and sisters throughout the
state and around the world. I think for many of our congregations, like Fellowship, these ministry partnerships
are vital in many ways. We would not be able to fund or
staff large scale ministry and mission initiatives, retreats,
or educational opportunities all by ourselves, but being
a part of CBF of GA allows us to participate in meaningful events and make connections with the larger body of
Christ. During my involvement with CBF, I am constantly
reminded how important it is for us to be in relationship
with other Christians and other congregations because we
are stronger together.
As we look to the coming year, I am excited about the
possibilities ahead for us. In the coming year, we will continue to offer wonderful ministries for youth, adults and
senior adults. There will be opportunities for us to join
10 |
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together in learning and service through
events like March Mission Madness, our
Marriage Enrichment Retreat, Senior
Celebrations and Senior Adult Retreat.
We will have two state gatherings, one at the CBF Global
General Assembly in Birmingham in June, and one at our
CBF of GA General Assembly at First Baptist Columbus in
November. It is my hope that you will take advantage of
these opportunities for us to worship, serve, pray, learn,
and fellowship together with our brothers and sisters from
around our state.
It's also thrilling that we will have some new opportunities to work together in Christ's name. We will continue
helping with Hurricane Michael recovery in Florida and
SW Georgia. We will look at new ways to be supportive
of CBF Global Field Personnel as they serve around the
world. We will work to begin Together for Hope work in
the state of Georgia, seeking to build

coalitions as we seek to address
persistent poverty in rural areas. We will seek to
strengthen and encourage young leaders in our churches
through scholarship support and ministry placement
opportunities. We will help fund innovative programs
by awarding grants at the congregational level, helping
churches make a real difference in their local communities. All of these things will help us further God's
kingdom by partnering with one another.
In the book of Ecclesiastes, we are reminded of the essential nature of relationship. In chapter 4:9-12, the writer
shares these words: “Two are better than one, because
they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one
will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone and
falls and does not have another to help. Again, if two lie
together, they keep warm; but how can one keep warm
alone? And though one might prevail against another,
two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly
broken.” My prayer for us in the coming year is that we
might live out the truth of this witness. That we might
see new ways to work together, to lift each other up when
we struggle, to encourage one another, and to love one
another. My prayer is that we might join together in the
work of Christ, knowing that we are stronger together. n

UPDATES & REPORTS

Coordinating Council Update
At the May 7 Coordinating Council meeting in Macon, the
Coordinating Council approved a six-month continuation operating
budget that will guide CBF/GA’s finances through the end of December,
2019. This proposed budget will be presented to the body of CBF/GA at
our state meeting as we gather in Birmingham, Alabama, on Thursday,
June 20, during the annual CBF General Assembly.
This six-month budget is proposed so that we can get our fiscal year
finances back into alignment with the calendar year, as most of our
churches do. If this budget is passed by those gathered in Birmingham, a
budget committee will then be appointed and will propose a budget for
the budget year running January 1, 2020, through December 31, 2020.
This new proposed budget will be presented at the CBF/GA General
Assembly, November 3-4, at First Baptist Church, Columbus.
According to our current by-laws, the state meeting at the CBF Global
General Assembly counts as one of our two regularly-scheduled state
meetings, thus allowing for business to be conducted and acted upon at
that meeting. n

Congregational Ministry Matching Grants

Student.Church and
Student.Go
Student.Church interns will be working
in these CBF/GA church this summer:
FBC Athens
FBC St. Simons Island
FBC of Christ, Macon
Smoke Rise Baptist, Stone
Mountain
In addition, through the Student.Go
programs of CBF and CBF/GA,
three students will be working
at the Andrew P. Stewart Center
in Atlanta,
and two will be working at
Koinonia Farm in Americus.
These internships are supported by
earnings from the Frank and Susan
Boome Endowment.

(provided through the CBF/GA State Mission Offering)

CBF Georgia
STATE MISSION OFFERING

Together

Edgewood Church, Atlanta
Scholarships for Medical Coder Classes
FBC Decatur/
Scott Boulevard Baptist Church
Collaborative Ministry Internship for older and isolated adults
FBC Griffin
“Grace 127: Supporting Foster Families”
FBC of Christ, Macon
Helping to complete a home with Shelter Liberia
Hardwick Baptist Church, Milledgeville
“Dinner Church” gatherings for the community
Heritage Baptist Church, Cartersville
Church/community garden re-design and water collection project
Highland Hills Baptist Church, Macon
“Macon Neighbors” mission engagement video series
Horizon Baptist Fellowship, Summerville
Inspiration stations for teachers in local schools
Milledge Avenue Baptist Church, Athens
Community Composer Concert Weekend
Vineville Baptist Church, Macon
Referees for community basketball league

MISSION BITE
These 13 shelter graduates are part of a
leadership cohort which offers mentoring and development opportunities.
Grace is one member of this cohort.
When she was 18 years old, she and
her 7-year-old sister were homeless
and without a place to go.
Today, Grace is 22 years old and is
working full time and has just completed her first year of university.
Grace has developed a passion for
sharing what God has done in her
life. Her life is one of many powerful
testimonies of God’s powerful work
through our shelter program.
—Missy Ward-Angalla,
CBF field personnel, Kampala, Uganda
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CBF/GA General Assembly and Ministers’ Gathering
First Baptist, Columbus: November 3-5, 2019
Registration opens August 1 at www.cbfga.org
Featuring messages from Emily Hull McGee and workshops with Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell
SUNDAY EVENING EVENTS

∙ CBF/GA Coordinating Council Meeting
∙ BWIM of Georgia Business Meeting
∙ Celebratory Dinner with CBF/GA and
BWIM of Georgia
∙ Worship with Emily Hull McGee preaching
∙ Dessert Fellowship

Emily
Hull McGee

Rae Jean
Proeschold-Bell

MONDAY EVENTS

∙ Breakout Sessions
∙ Worship with Emily Hull McGee preaching
∙ Lunch with Network Gatherings
∙ Mission Lab Experiences
∙ Ministers’ Gathering Dinner
∙ Ministers’ Gathering with
Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell
TUESDAY MORNING EVENTS

∙ Continuation of Ministers’ Gathering
with Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell

See you in Columbus!

Panhandle Mission Madness
JUNE 2-5, 2019 – MARIANNA, FLORIDA AREA
Total participants: 75
Georgia participants: 50

Participating churches:

PANHANDLE

FBC Athens, GA
FBC Eatonton, GA
FBC of Christ, Macon, GA
Hendricks Avenue Baptist, Jacksonville, FL
Highland Hills Baptist, Macon, GA
Vestavia Hills Baptist, Birmingham, AL
Vineville Baptist, Macon, GA

12 |
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Alabama
Florida
Georgia

www.cbf.net/assembly

Join us at the Assembly, June 20, for CBF Georgia State Meeting!
The Georgia state meeting at Assembly will be in the Forum Building, Meeting Room A (which is on the second floor),
Thursday, June 20 from 3-4 p.m. We will be voting on a six-month budget to cover July 2019 – December 2019, as well
as welcoming our new moderator, Wendy Peacock, pastor of Fellowship Baptist Church in Americus.
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What We’re Reading...
From Jody:
The Good Neighbor: The Life and Work
of Fred Rogers, by Maxwell King
As a life-long fan of Mister Rogers, I
couldn’t wait to pick up this biography.
In a very detailed, very well-researched
read, King transports readers into the
personal and professional life of Fred
Rogers in ways no other author has before.
If you love Daniel Striped Tiger and The Land of Make
Believe and you hold dear Fred Rogers’ focus on educating children morally and developmentally, you’ll love this
book.
Educated: A Memoir, by Tara Westover
Most of us aren’t “off-the-grid”
fundamentalist Mormon survivalists
who are convinced that God’s wrath is
about to be poured out upon the sinners
of the earth, but Tara Westover grew
up and lived in that world in southern
Idaho until she started college. This is the
best biography I’ve read in some time, and
its subject matter is seemingly so foreign that it reads
almost as fiction. And yet there is much to learn from
someone whose family upbringing prevented her from
going to school or taking medicine or even having a
birth certificate. Namely, what are the ways that we wall
ourselves off from the world around us in our own sense
of righteousness?

From Martha Kate:
Let your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice
of Vocation, by Parker J. Palmer
Palmer, a student of philosophy, has
served in educational administration
and is a writer, teacher and activist. The
chapters in this book were once separate
essays or articles addressing the theme
of vocation and have now been melded together in this
quick read. Palmer’s words have meaning for those who
are just now seeking to find a way in ministry and for
those who have been on this path for many years.
Faith Coaching: A Conversational Approach to Helping
Others Move Forward in Faith, by Chad Hall, Bill Copper,
and Kathryn McElveen
Faith Coaching is a wonderful collaborative work of
three authors who each bring years of coaching practice,
14 |
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ministerial experience and pastoral
leadership to their writing. It is valuable for those who are looking for new
ways to guide congregations through
faith development or those who work
with individuals through coaching or
counseling. Through a variety of case
studies and exercises, the authors share
that faith development cannot be onesize-fits-all but is instead “an exquisitely
tailored spiritual journey for each person” (p. 29). n

CBF OF GEORGIA ON THE ROAD:
March - April 2019
In each issue of Visions, we’ll try our best to keep you
updated as to the travels
and visits of the CBF/GA staff throughout
our state and with our partners in ministry.
If you’d like Jody or Martha Kate or any of our staff to speak,
preach, teach, consult, lead,
or minister with your congregation,
please contact the CBF/GA office.
These are the places we have been
March - April 2019:
Celebration Church, Hoschton
FBC Athens
FBC Claxton
FBC Columbus
FBC Commerce
FBC Eatonton
FBC Gainesville
FBC Griffin
FBC Jefferson
FBC Morrow
FBC St. Simons Island
Fellowship Baptist, Americus - MMM
Hardwick Baptist, Milledgeville
Heritage Fellowship, Canton
Highland Hills Baptist, Macon
Johns Creek Baptist, Alpharetta - MMM
Maranatha Baptist, Plains - MMM
McAfee School of Theology
Mercer University – Polyphony Conference; lecture series
Milledge Avenue Baptist, Athens
Parkway Baptist, Atlanta
Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist, Atlanta
Smoke Rise Baptist, Stone Mountain

Experiencing “Holy Envy” (continued from page 2)
COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
OF GEORGIA
P.O. Box 4343, Macon, GA 31208-4343
phone 478-742-1191 • fax 478-742-6150
www.cbfga.org
CBF/GA Staff
executive coordinator

Jody Long
jlong@cbfga.org

also learning that just as there are other types of Baptists, there are many types of
Muslims and Jews and Hindus, all of whom are seeking to understand who God is,
who humanity is, and how God and humanity are to meet.
In this issue of Visions, you’ll read stories of some of our partner congregations
and how they are engaging other Christian denominations and even other religious
groups in their own communities. My hope is that you will be inspired to learn
more and engage with your neighbors, seeking to do common good in our communities while we seek to understand each other. Who knows, you may be struck with
a little “holy envy,” too, and that wouldn’t be a bad thing, either! n

associate coordinator for congregational life

Martha Kate Hall
mkhall@cbfga.org

assistant to the coordinator for communications
and resources

Melissa Kremer
mkremer@cbfga.org
assistant to the coordinator for administration
and programming

Rachel Greco
rgreco@cbfga.org
CBF/GA Coordinating Council
• Keithen Tucker, Eatonton
moderator-elect • Wendy Peacock, Americus
clerk • Glenda Kessler, St. Simons Island
finance chair • Ron McClung, Haddock
treasurer • Neil Heath, Macon
Lamar Barden, Rome
Geraldine Bridges, Commerce
Nancy Bryson, St. Simons Island
Jeremy Colliver, Stone Mountain
Gwen Cottrell, Decatur
Joe Davis, Dalton
Jake Hall, Macon
Gail Hammock, Griffin
Tom Hill, Alpharetta
Howard Hooper, Columbus
Jennifer Jindrich, Carrollton
David Keel, Augusta
Norma Rushing, Atlanta
Matt Sapp, Canton
Vanessa Strickland, Royston
David Tew, Morrow
Sarah Timmerman, Cairo
Betty West, Hawkinsville
moderator

Student Representatives
Heather Franklin, McAfee School of Theology
Kent Russell, McAfee School of Theology
VISIONS is published four times a year by CBF/GA.
All questions and comments may be directed to
Melissa Kremer at the CBF/GA office
at 478-742-1191, ext. 4.
Graphic design and layout
by Donna Jackson
donnabjackson@gmail.com

Working Together (continued from page 4)
sister to the Christian Kitchen. For the past six years, a second Saturday “Loaves of
Love” program featuring singing, a short message, and a sack lunch has added to
the outreach efforts. The ministry was started in February 1995 by a retired Marine
and his wife, Marshall and Myrt Wilson, who fed hungry people soup and a
sandwich out of a downtown storefront. After a local newspaper article highlighted
their efforts, churches and individuals began contributing, and the larger ministry
grew from those humble beginnings. The ministry receives no federal funds and
relies completely on volunteer donations and volunteer help. The youth of First
Baptist Fitzgerald stock shelves for the ministry about once each quarter.
For the youth of First Baptist, Fitzgerald, the work at home has sparked another
ministry. Each summer, they travel to Jacksonville, Florida, for youth camp, where
they work with a group called Hunger Fight! The youth raise $2500, which then
pays for ingredients through Hunger Fight! for them to make nutrient-rich meal
packets, which are then brought back to the Christian Kitchen to dispense to local
people in need.
These are only a few stories of CBF/GA churches reaching across church and faith
lines to minister in their respective communities. We look forward to sharing
other and more in-depth stories in future issues of Visions. n

FINANCIAL UPDATE

3RD QUARTER OF 2018-2019 FISCAL YEAR (January - March 2019)

BUDGET/OPERATING
Quarterly Budget Requirement:

$126,937.50

Received:

$173,718.78

Expenses:

$ 94,995.49
Gain/(Loss): $78,723.29

DESIGNATED
Received:

$110,628.60

YEAR TO DATE
Budget Requirement:

$380,812.50

Received:

$368,011.91

Expenses:

$306,026.94
Gain/(Loss): $61,984.87
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ON THE CALENDAR

2019

June 17-21, 2019

October 6-8, 2019

CBF Global General Assembly
Birmingham, AL

Mercer Preaching Consultation
The Chattanoogan,
Chattanooga, TN

June 20, 2019

CBF/GA State Meeting
at CBF Global General Assembly
3-4 p.m., Forum Building,
Room A (second floor)

October 23-27, 2019

August 13, 2019

CBF/GA General Assembly
First Baptist Church,
Columbus, GA

Pivot: Miami
Miami, FL

November 3-4, 2019

Coordinating Council Meeting

September 7, 2019

“In Your Neighborhood”
Preschool and Children’s
Sunday School Teacher Training
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Smoke Rise Baptist Church,
Stone Mountain, GA

September 17, 2019
Senior Celebration
Heritage Fellowship,
Canton GA

September 24, 2019

Senior Celebration
First Baptist Church, Morrow
Morrow, GA

November 4-5, 2019

CBF/GA Ministers’ Gathering
First Baptist Church,
Columbus, GA

2020
March 2-4, 2020

ChurchWorks
Central Baptist Church Fountain City
Knoxville, TN

April 26-28, 2020

Senior Adult Retreat
First Baptist Church, Dalton
Dalton, GA

Join us in Birmingham, AL
June 19-21
for the CBF Global General Assembly
& June 20
for CBF Georgia State Meeting
The Georgia state meeting at Assembly will be in the
Forum Building, Meeting Room A (which is on the second
floor), Thursday, June 20 from 3-4 p.m. We will be voting
on a six-month budget to cover July 2019 – December
2019, as well as welcoming our new moderator, Wendy
Peacock, pastor of Fellowship Baptist Church in Americus.

Keep up to date with events at www.cbfga.org

