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DATES TO NOTE

NEW CHAPTER, NEW SPACE FOR CBF/GA
2019 has been a year of transition
for CBF/GA, and this fall has
brought a major development in
CBF/GA’s life. By the time you
receive this issue of Visions, CBF/
GA should be settled into our new
home, at 988½ Bond Street in
Macon. We are now in the Carriage
House behind the Woodruff mansion, beside the Mercer University
Law School. This building is familiar
to many of you, as it has housed
Nurturing Faith (formerly Baptists
Today) for many years, and we are
honored and grateful to be sharing
space with this ministry partner.
Our mailing address stays the
same: PO Box 4343, Macon, GA
31208, and the telephone remains
478-742-1191. We apologize for
an unintended break in telephone
service. The number 478-742-1191
has been reconnected.
The sale of the Hillcrest Avenue
building has been in the works since
spring, when the Coordinating
Council of CBF/GA voted to explore

selling that space. As Jody Long,
Executive Coordinator, has said, “For
nearly 20 years, the office building
at 2465 Hillcrest Avenue provided a
firm foundation for our mission and
ministry efforts. If its wall could talk,
we would hear stories of faithful,
committed Baptists whose devotion
to the Kingdom of God called them
to reimagine congregational missions
and ministry. We would be regaled
by tales of the challenge of uniting
congregations from around our state.
But while our office building has
been an important part of CBF/GA’s
life, it is not the sum total of who
we are and what we do. As our office
staff has been restructured to meet
our current ministry goals, we found
that the office was now too large for
our goals.”
On Wednesday, October 3, the
sale of the building was completed.
Because of a delay while necessary
renovations and repairs were being
made to the new location, most of
CBF/GA’s furniture and materials
were put in storage by mid-October,

Previous location on Hillcrest Avenue

and staff worked remotely from
home until the week before
Thanksgiving, when the final move
took place.
Proceeds from the sale are being
placed in the Frank & Susan Broome
Endowment Fund so that our
future ministry and mission will
continue to be supported for years
to come. We express deep gratitude
to Frank Broome, retired Executive
Coordinator of CBF/GA, for his loving care of and personal investment
in the Hillcrest Avenue building.
A word about the buyers of the
building — The Dennard Difference Foundation and Sky Innovations, Inc., plan to use the building
to provide safe space, educational
programs, athletic opportunities, and mentoring and life skills
development for children and teens,
especially for those living in the surrounding neighborhood. Darqueze
Dennard is a native of Middle Georgia and is a cornerback for the NFL’s
Cincinnati Bengals. n

New location on Bond St., Woodruff Mansion Carriage House

Change Is Hard, But ...

C

hange is hard. But you already
know that. We all have faced
changes, usually outside of our
control, that force us to recalibrate
our lives. Maybe it’s the sudden illness of a loved one or an unforeseen
accident. Personal life change is hard.
Organizational change is hard, too,
but years of practices and policies,
when seen through a new lens, may
need to be adapted or changed. A new
leader often develops a new vision for
the organization. Unfortunately, some
of these changes directly affect longtime employees. This kind of change
is where CBF/GA finds itself. Here
is part of an email that I sent to our
Coordinating Council on Wednesday,
November 13:
In late 2017, when I was called to be
Executive Coordinator of CBF/GA, I
was given a mandate by the Executive
Coordinator Search Committee and
the CBF/GA Coordinating Council to
help lead CBF/GA as it enters its next
season of mission and ministry. And to
that end, we’ve made great strides in
right-sizing our operating budget and
personnel expenses.
As I’ve travelled our state in the past
nearly two years, I’ve continually heard
from pastors, laity, and other committed supporters that the largest gap
in ministry opportunities within our
partner congregations is within college
and young adult ministry.
This past spring, an opportunity arose
for CBF/GA to engage more fully and
truly in campus ministry at Mercer
University. Thanks in large part to the
CBF’s 25th Anniversary grant, we have
funds that can be directed to engaging
and supporting young Baptists within
our state. Since the spring, I have
had extensive conversations with the
Executive Committee about engaging
in campus ministry at Mercer with
the intention that we explore ways to
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establish CBF/GA-affiliated campus
ministries in other parts of our state.
To accomplish this new part of ministry
engagement, the Executive Committee
has voted to eliminate the current
position of Associate Coordinator for
Congregational Life. We will be launching a search committee to help us
find a new staff member, who will focus
half of their time on developing a
CBF/GA-branded collegiate ministry
that we hope can be replicated in areas
around our state. This new position
will also focus on continuing developing
ministry and mission opportunities for
children and youth, and their ministers
and leaders, around our state.
Martha Kate Hall has served
CBF/GA well over the past six-plus
years. She’s worked alongside ministers and congregations around our
state, providing capable service and
commitment to the vision of
CBF/GA. She’s helped lead some
of our signature ministry opportunities, including March Mission
Madness and other youth events,
our Peer Learning Group networks, scholarship programs, and
Congregational Ministry Grants.
She’s helped with clergy searches
and other vital Gospel work around
our state and even into the broader
CBF world. The Executive Committee
developed a generous severance package for Martha Kate to help ease this
job transition and life change.
This change in focus to more purposefully include collegiate ministry
means that we hopefully will be moving our organization in a profound
direction. The future of the moderate
Baptist movement will largely depend
on how we connect generations of
younger Baptists to the church and
its people. Our partner congregations
often do a good job of providing
spiritual nurture and development

for children and teenagers, but they
struggle in trying to connect high
school graduates and other young
adults to a congregation. As these
young adults lose connection with
our congregations, they either find
a home in other branches of God’s
family, or else they slip away from the
church altogether. To make matters
worse, congregations may only notice
this slipping away about ten years
too late, when these young adults are
married and starting families and
those new families are nowhere to be
found on Sunday mornings.
While I usually don’t take a “gloom
and doom” approach to church,
I’m convinced that if we do not
attempt to engage these students in
meaningful ways, the future of our
congregations will be shakier than
need be.
In this issue of Visions, you’ll see
and read about the past year’s events
as well as look ahead to upcoming
opportunities. You will also read
words of appreciation from ministers
and colleagues around the state for
Martha Kate as we honor her time
with us.
John F. Kennedy once remarked,
“Change is the law of life and those
who only look to the past or present
are certain to miss the future.” As
we end one season of ministry and
turn our eyes to the next, know that
we are keeping our eyes focused on
God’s future for
us. May you and
your families turn
your eyes to God’s
hope-filled future,
found most fully in
the birth of Jesus as
we celebrate Him
JODY LONG
in this Christmas
Executive Coordinator
season. n
CBF/GA
jlong@cbfga.org

mar c h mission

s
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2020 MMM Set
for Athens and Carrollton
2020 WILL MARK THE TWENTY-FOURTH YEAR of March Mission Madness (MMM), an event very
familiar to most readers by now. MMM is a missions and worship event for middle and high school
students from churches across Georgia. Each weekend lasts from Friday evening through Sunday
morning, and students have opportunities to work on a variety of mission projects throughout the
communities in which MMM is being held.
REGISTRATION: Now open for both weekends and continues through January 13. A
$25 deposit per participant is required with
registration.
COST: $50 per participant (not including hotel)
LODGING: Group rates have been secured at
area hotels for both weekends. Groups are
responsible for procuring their own lodging.
QUESTIONS?: Please direct questions to Jody
Long at jlong@cbfga.org.

ATHENS

CARROLLTON

First Baptist Church, Athens

First Baptist Church, Carrollton

March 13-15, 2020

March 20-22, 2020

HOTELS

HOTELS

Hampton Inn
220 W Broad St
706-548-9600
2 Doubles: $134
Group Code: MMM
Deadline Wednesday, Feb 12

Holiday Inn Express – Carrollton
1545 U.S. Hwy 27
770-809-7100
2 Queens or 1 King: $114
King Suite: $134
Group code: MMM
Deadline Thursday, Feb 20, 2020

Comfort Inn & Suites
3980 Atlanta Hwy
706-227-9700
2 Queens: $79.20
Group Code: WO09R8
Deadline Friday, Feb 21
Sleep Inn & Suites
109 Florence Drive
706-850-12612
2 Queens: $150
Group Code: SE37Q2
Deadline Friday, Feb 21

Quality Inn
700 S Park St,
678-272-3139
1 King or 2 Doubles: $63
Group Code: TN27C4
Deadline Friday, Feb 28, 2020
Holiday Inn Express – Bremen
125 HWY. 27 Bypass (EXIT 11)
770-537-3770
No blocked rooms
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CBF/GA Partners to Offer
Mid-Winter Collegiate Retreat
January 24-26, 2020

Camp Thunderbird at Lake Wylie, SC (near Charlotte, NC)
Mid Winter Retreat is a gathering of young adults from
across a large region including campuses and congregations
in Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, and
Tenneseee. It is planned by young adults, for young adults.
It’s a chance to gather, mid-year, to grow in faith and relationships with other young adults. Mid-Winter features large
group worship, small group discussions, relevant break-out
sessions, and a chance to meet representatives from CBF
partner schools from across the region.
Contact Jody Long at jlong@cbfga.org for more info. Or, visit
www.cbfga.org/event/mid-winter-collegiate-retreat-2020/.

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT

Sunday Evening, April 26 - Tuesday noon, April 28, 2020
Hosted by First Baptist Church, Dalton
Activities will include interesting breakout sessions, engaging worship,
musical offerings, and wonderful fellowship. Monday afternoon will
also allow for sightseeing in the nearby mountains or in Chattanooga
either on your own or with friends.
COST for the retreat is $20, which includes Monday lunch and snacks.
Other meals will be through hotels or Dutch treat at local restaurants.
REGISTRATION will open in mid-January, 2020 at www.cbfga.org/
senior-adults/.
DALTON HOTEL OPTIONS: No hotels currently have specific group
blocks. Information about blocks of rooms will be available when
registration opens.
• Comfort Inn and Suites $$ (Exterior Doors and Includes Breakfast)
706-259-2583
• Courtyard by Marriott $$$ 706-275-7215
• Days Inn Comfort Inn and Suites $$ (Exterior Doors and Includes
Breakfast) 706-508-4638
• Hampton Inn $$ (Exterior Doors and Includes Breakfast)
706-226-4333
• Hilton Garden Inn $$$ 706-529-6000
• Holiday Inn Express $$$ (Includes Breakfast) 706-217-6200
• Quality Inn $$ (Exterior Doors and Includes Breakfast)
706-278-0500
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Farewell, and Thank You
MARTHA KATE HALL

I MUST CONFESS TO YOU that I am
deeply saddened as I sit to write this
final column for Visions. With the
decision of the Executive Committee
and Executive Coordinator, my position of Associate Coordinator has
been eliminated, effective November
30 of this year.
As I interviewed for this position in
early 2013, I shared with the search
committee that I felt truly called
to this role and to serve churches
and ministers within the state of
Georgia. This is a role I have strived
to fulfill to the best of my knowledge
and ability for just over six years.
While the details and tasks of my job
have changed throughout this time,
my sense of calling has remained
constant. Each and every day in
the office, each day spent driving
throughout our state, and each
weekend spent making sure the bits
and pieces of any given event ran

smoothly was in order that I might
best minister to you, the people and
churches that create this thing called
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
of Georgia. Snapshots of March
Mission Madness, State Assemblies,
Senior Adult Events, Youth Choir
Festivals, CBF National Gatherings
and countless meals shared together
have flashed through my mind over
these last few days. I am grateful for
each friendship that has been formed
and each church that has welcomed
me to participate in ministry with
you.
Thank you for allowing me to serve
alongside you, to grow in relationship with each of you as I have
sought to deepen my understanding
of what it means to be the Church.
My heart for this ministry and this
sense of calling has not changed,
and I covet your prayers as I seek to
discern what my next steps will be. n

M

artha Kate Hall, thank you! Thank you
for the endless hours you have spent
putting together events throughout the
state of Georgia for children, youth, adults,
pastors, and senior adults! I am particularly
grateful for your work to listen, dream, and
help create the Young Pastors Gathering.
As God continues to lead you into the
next chapter of your life, rest in knowing
you have done excellent work for so many
throughout the state of Georgia.
—Jonathan Barlow, Senior Pastor,
First Baptist Church, Dalton

I

am so very grateful for Martha Kate’s
ministry with CBF of GA. She has led us in
significant ways by sharing her many gifts
with us. Her work has enabled us to remain
focused on missions, educational ministries,
and partnerships within our state and
region. We will see the fruits of her labor for
many years to come.
—Wendy Peacock, CBF/GA Moderator and
Pastor, Fellowship Baptist Church, Americus

I

will be forever grateful for Martha Kate
Hall’s ministry at the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship of Georgia, specifically for the
way she helped me find my way home to
Smoke Rise Baptist Church. She was a much
needed comfort and pastoral presence to
me throughout the stress of my family’s
transition. As my ministry has grown here in
Georgia, Martha Kate has continued to be
a go-to person to float children’s ministry
and training ideas. Collaborating with her
this past September to host the statewide
Children’s Ministry teacher training was a
joy. She did a wonderful job bringing my
lofty ideas into a reality. I wish Martha Kate
the best and look forward to seeing where
her ministry continues in the future.
—Rebecca Caswell-Speight,
Minister of Families, Faith Formation and
Connection, Smoke Rise Baptist Church
Fourth Quarter 2019 VISIONS
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Reaping Results from Congregational Ministry Grants
Church Sponsor Medical Coder Classes
Edgewood Church, Atlanta, applied for a Congregational Ministry Grant
through the State Mission Offering to provide support and scholarship help
for students to take part in a medical coding class. The ultimate goal was to
offer possible life-changing chances to people to gain employment in the
medical field. The classes were offered at Edgewood Church from February
to July, 2019. A colleague of a deacon at First Baptist Church, Decatur,
offered to teach the classes on a volunteer basis if a place and a group
of interested people could be identified. Edgewood Church collaborated
with Decatur Cooperative Ministry to offer the classes, and childcare was
secured from Agnes Scott College and
FBC Decatur.
Twenty-three persons began the class,
and twelve sat for the demanding, 5
½ hour certification. Three students
passed on the first try, which is above the
national passing average of one in five
after two tries. The rest are entitled to
take the exam again for free. Support is
continuing to help those students prepare for the second try.
While several groups and many people were involved in the planning and implementation of the medical coding classes, CBF/GA is grateful for the opportunity to
provide a $2000 matching grant. The Congregational Ministry Grant program will be
continued in the coming year through the CBF/GA State Mission Offering.
Shelter Liberia: “Better Housing, Better Health”
Shelter Liberia is the project chosen by First Baptist Church of Christ,
Macon, as the focus of their request for a Congregational Ministry Grant.
Joseph Kollie, a native Liberian, came to Macon as a Mercer University
student and became a member of this church. He has gone back to Liberia,
and along with teaching at Ricks Institute near Monrovia, he is working
to help economically struggling Christians there who are without home
or who are living in shacks. A slogan of Shelter Liberia is “Better housing
better health,” since having safe housing is a means of promoting good
health. Because of economic struggles, benefitting families are not required
to contribute financially, but they ARE required to physically
contribute toward the construction of their homes. The CBF/GA
grant helped to start a new project for Shelter Liberia.
Dan Riley, a member of FBCX, Macon, is the contact person for
Joseph in the Macon congregation. He drew house plans for the
project and took Joseph to visit the Global Village at Habitat for
Humanity in Americus to see examples of Habitat houses built in
Africa. The Liberia houses each have a living room, kitchen, bath,
three bedrooms, and an outdoor cooking porch. The cost for each
house averages $3300.
The families who receive the houses all have children and formerly lived in huts made from vegetation, according to Riley. n
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The Mixed Blessing of Change
WENDY PEACOCK, CBF/GA Moderator, wendyjpeacock@gmail.com

AS I WRITE THIS COLUMN, we are
entering one of my favorite seasons.
We have just celebrated Thanksgiving
and are now celebrating the Advent
and Christmas seasons, as well as the
beginning of a new year. For many of
us, this is a time to gather with family
and friends and to give thanks. It is a
time to express our appreciation to God, and to others,
for the gifts we have received. It is a time to remember the
blessings of the past, and to look forward to the future
with great anticipation. This season holds much for us, as
we are invited once again to consider the passing of time
and to make plans for the days to come.
In a recent sermon, I preached about the ways that the
future is often a “mixed blessing”. As we consider the
future, and the inevitable changes it will bring, we experience a multitude of feelings. There can be joy and hope
and excitement about new opportunities. There can also
be anxiety, a fear of the unknown, and perhaps even
sadness for a chapter of life that is ending. The passage of
time brings change in our personal lives, in the life of the
church, and in the life of our communities. I believe that
the call for us in these times is to live with both radical
gratitude and radical trust.

stood at a threshold in time and asked “What now?” It
would have been easy to despair and turn back, but God
invited them to remember God’s goodness in the past and
to step forward toward the future with radical trust.
In Psalm 46:1-7, we find these words, “God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we
will not fear, though the earth should change, though
the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its
waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with
its tumult. There is a river whose streams make glad the
city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is
in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will
help it when the morning dawns. The nations are in an
uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth
melts. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our refuge.” In the days to come, on the days when it is
easy to celebrate and when it is hard to move forward,
may we remember God who is our refuge and strength.
May we trust in the God who is with us, even in the midst
of shaking and change. May we give thanks for what has
been and for what is yet to be. Amen. n

After all, the people of God have always been people on
a journey. God delivered the nation of Israel from slavery in Egypt, and they wandered in the wilderness until
God led them to the promised land. The people of Israel
experienced captivity and exile in Babylon, and God sent
the prophets with words of promise and deliverance that
they were indeed going to return home. Jesus’ disciples
watched as it appeared Jesus’ life and ministry were ended
on a cross, only to bear witness God’s power in the resurrection on Easter Sunday. The early church experienced
astounding growth as well as intense persecution, and
God provided what they needed not only to survive, but to
flourish as people of faith and hope. Each of these groups

“This season holds much for us,
as we are invited once again
to consider the passing
of time and to make plans
for the days to come.”

A New Way to Read Visions in 2020!
By mid-2020, we plan to introduce an online INTERACTIVE version of Visions! Our designer,
Donna Jackson, has been working with us to develop this exciting new option.
While we will continue to provide the print edition of Visions, we hope that over time many
subscribers will choose the online option, since it will provide readers active involvement
allowing convenient access to a greater variety of rich digital information — and will ultimately
save significantly on printing and postage costs. Watch for more information in 2020!
Fourth Quarter 2019 VISIONS
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2019 CBF/GA GATHERING

... discover the “new thing”
that God has for us as
church and as believers ...
—Emily Hull McGee

THE CBF/GA FAMILY GATHERED at FBC Columbus November
3-5 for a busy and meaningful time of worship, music, learning, and fellowship. A combined CBF/GA State Gathering and
BWIMGA (Baptist Women in Ministry of Georgia) Annual Meeting
on Sunday evening and Monday was followed by a Ministers’
Gathering which began with supper on Monday and continued
until noon on Tuesday.
Dinner on Sunday featured presentations of BWIMGA awards and
also the introduction of CBF/GA scholarship recipients, along with
a brief business session during which the CBF/GA 2020 budget was
passed and the Nominating Committee report was affirmed.
Worship times on Sunday evening and in closing on Monday
morning featured Emily Hull McGee, Pastor of First Baptist Church
on Fifth in Winston-Salem, NC. Her messages focused on the need
to discover the “new thing” that God has for us as church and as
believers.
Breakouts on Monday morning offered a variety of learning experiences, from hearing about missions from CBF field personnel in
Japan, to how to work through congregational change and transition; from how to have effective pastoral conversation, to ways to
develop local congregational missions engagement.
Monday afternoon brought opportunities for CBF/GA participants
to visit Columbus area mission sites with which FBC Columbus
partners. The idea was for other churches to gain insight and ideas
to take back to implement in their own communities.
The Ministers’ Gathering, which featured Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell,
Research Director of the Duke University Clergy Health Initiative,
focused on ministers’ physical and emotional health and how to
work toward healthier practices and well-being.
We look forward to meeting again next year at FBC Rome,
November 8-9, 2020!

8|

Fourth Quarter 2019 VISIONS

“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of
old,” the prophet Isaiah cries out to the people of Israel. But didn’t
Isaiah know that this is the people of Israel? They’re the people of
memory! Don’t remember the former things, I imagine them to say?
The former things are what got us here today! That’s where we came
from! That’s who we are!
But then there are the times when those memories of what has
been act as a stranglehold on us and our communities…when the
former things become more like an anchor than a foundation…
when the former things make us stumble in the darkness. When
memory threatens life — any life! — the former things must die so
that all things might be made new.
—Emily Hull McGee

NEW CBF/GA Coordinating
Council Members
Cindy Folendore • Hardwick Baptist
Church, Milledgeville
Paula “Pete” Frost • The Oaks
Baptist Church, Lyons
*John Paul Harris • Horizon Baptist
Fellowship, Summerville

20
20

*Suzanne Hooie • First Baptist Church, Dalton
Beth McQuaig-McIntyre • Fellowship Baptist, Fitzgerald
*Will Runyon • Fellowship Baptist Church, Americus
Laure Smith • First Baptist Church, Marietta
Todd Smith (filling 2-year unexpired term) • Vineville Baptist
Church, Macon
Becca Springfield • Central Baptist Church, Newnan
* Indicates clergy

NEW CBF/GA Officers
*Wendy Peacock, Moderator
Fellowship Baptist Church, Americus
*Ron McClung, Moderator-Elect
Haddock Baptist, Haddock

“Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness.” This
text centers us on the great hope of which we have – hope that
God is doing a new thing, hope that we can surely offer what gifts
we have for God’s work of Love in the world, hope that the former
things won’t be the last things but that in Christ, all things will be
made new. And out of that hope, we act…with courage…with
energy…with great boldness for such a time as this.
—Emily Hull McGee

*Jennifer Jindrich, Finance
Committee Chair
First Baptist, Carrollton

20
20
20
20

NEW CBF/GA Budget
Missions $74,750.00
Administration $54,250.00
Personnel $245,900.00
Fellowship $18,000.00
Communications $37,200.00
TOTAL $430,100.00
TOTAL Projected Budget Expenditures

THANK YOU to our HOST CHURCH
CBF/GA is grateful for the wonderful, grace-filled hospitality
of FBC Columbus as they hosted our 2019 CBF/GA State
Gathering. The facilities were great and the church staff was
extremely helpful and wonderful to work with.

NEXT YEAR ...
Our 2020 State Gathering will be November 8 - 9, hosted
by FBC Rome. More information will be coming in future
newsletters and on the CBF/GA website.

Fourth Quarter 2019 VISIONS

|9

2019 in Review

As CBF/GA moves forward into the new year, we pause for a moment to take stock
of who we are and where we have been. Enjoy this look-back at the past year
even as we look forward to what is in store for us in 2020!

JANUARY

MARCH

Students from several states gathered at
Camp Thunderbird at Lake Wylie, SC
(near Charlotte, NC)
for the Mid-Winter

Students from all across Georgia
gathered in March for two
meaningful weekends of service,
worship, and fellowship. The
first March Mission Madness
of 2019 was held at Alpharetta,
Georgia, hosted by Johns Creek
Baptist Church. The second
weekend took place in Americus/
Plains, hosted by Fellowship
Baptist Church,
Americus, and
Maranatha
Baptist Church,
Plains.

Collegiate Retreat.
The weekend event
was co-sponsored
by CBFs of North
Carolina, Georgia,
South Carolina, and
Tennessee.

APRIL
April brought the 4th annual Senior Adult Retreat, held once again at St. Simons
Island and hosted by FBC St Simons Island. A good time was had by all! Over 100
senior adults were in attendance at the retreat, which featured worship led by
Chris George, Pastor of Smoke Rise Baptist Church, Stone Mountain. Breakouts
and fellowships rounded out the retreat.
The 2020 Senior Adult Retreat moves to north Georgia April 26-28, FBC Dalton!

Did you know? At least 1380 people from Georgia participated
in a CBF/GA-hosted or CBF/GA-sponsored event in 2019!
10 |
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MAY

JUNE

In May, CBF/GA hosted
two important events. We
welcomed Paul Baxley,
newly-named Executive
Coordinator of CBF Global,
with a luncheon at Highland
Hills Baptist Church, Macon,
for CBFers from Middle
Georgia.

June was an active month for CBF/GA! We engineered
and participated in a Panhandle Mission Madness
work trip to Marianna, Florida, partnering with CBFs of
Florida and Georgia. About 50 people from 5 CBF/GA
churches participated.

CBF/GA also co-hosted a

support-raising event for
one of our Georgia-related
CBF field personnel, Missy
Ward Angalla, who ministers
with women and children
in crisis in Uganda. Smoke
Rise Baptist Church, Stone
Mountain, partnered with
us in this event. (Part of the State Mission Offering for
2020 will go to support CBF field personnel with Georgia
connections.)
A Dawnings discernment
retreat took place May 31June 1 at Hardwick Baptist
Church in Milledgeville, in
partnership with CBF/GA and
CBF Global.

JULY
CBF/GA partners with CBF
Global, through the Student.
Church and Student.Go
programs, to provide extra
financial support for Georgia
students in this summer ministerial internship program.
In 2019, 11 students served
in 6 churches, with two other
mission partners in Georgia,
and overseas.

June also brought the CBF Global General Assembly
in Birmingham, Alabama. CBF/GA was well-represented
at the Assembly, which was the first presided over by our
own Paul Baxley, former pastor of FBC Athens.

Fourth Quarter 2019 VISIONS
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2019 in Review ... (continued from page 11)

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

September was a busy month in CBF/GA life. Early in
the month, preschool and children’s leaders gathered
at Smoke Rise Baptist Church for a day of workshops
entitled “In Your Neighborhood,” based on the
life and teachings of Mr. Rogers and “Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood.”

October was a month of
transition, as CBF/GA vacated
the Hillcrest Avenue building that had been home for
many years and prepared to
move into new space on the
downtown Macon campus
of Mercer University’s Law
School. The Carriage House,

at 988 1/2 Bond St., is
our new home! CBF/GA is

pleased to be sharing this space with Nurturing Faith.

NOVEMBER

Late September brought two Senior Celebration days,
one hosted by Heritage Fellowship in Canton, and
the other by FBC, Morrow. Both events were marked by
meaningful worship and fantastic entertainment, not to
mention a delicious lunch each day!

The CBF/GA State Meeting, held in conjunction with
BWIM of Georgia’s annual meeting and a separate
Ministers’ Gathering, was a highlight of early November.
See pages 8-9 for complete coverage!

A second major event in November came in two parts, as
CBF/GA sponsored support-raising and informational
events with CBF field personnel Laura and Carson
Foushee. Those gatherings were hosted by Highland Hills
Baptist Church in Macon and by Smoke Rise Baptist Church
in Stone Mountain. n
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2020

June 2020

June 22-26 CBF Global Assembly, Atlanta, GA

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Georgia
P.O. Box 4343 • Macon, GA 31208-4343
phone 478-742-1191
www.cbfga.org

January 2020

CBF/GA State Meeting at the CBF Global Assembly
TBA. This event lets us meet together and share
CBF/GA’s work.

July 2020

July 21-24 PASSPORT Kids Camp
Rock Eagle 4-H Center, Eatonton, GA

January 17-19 Winter Youth Summit
First Baptist Church, Huntsville, AL

September 2020

January 24-26 Mid-Winter Collegiate Retreat
Camp Thunderbird, Lake Wylie, SC (near Charlotte, NC)

September 18-20 CBF/GA Marriage Retreat
The Lodge on Lake Oconee, Eatonton, GA

January 28 Coorcinating Council Meeting Macon, GA
January 28-31

OASIS … A Spiritual Retreat for Youth Ministers
Montreat Retreat and Conference Center, Montreat, NC

October 2020

January 31-February 1 Baptist Women in Ministry

Mercer Preaching Consultation Location and date
to be determined

of Georgia Retreat Location and date to be determined

Early October Senior Celebrations
Locations and dates to be determined

March 2020

March 2-4 ChurchWorks
Central Baptist Church Fountain City, Knoxville, TN

November 2020

March 13-15 March Mission Madness
Athens First Baptist Church, Athens, GA

March 20-22 March Mission

madne

April 2020
April 21 Coordinating Council Meeting
Location and date to be determined

April 26-28 Senior Adult Retreat
First Baptist Church, Dalton, Dalton, GA

May 2020

May 2 Together for Hope
Regional Summit Americus, GA
Pull & Post event card

s

s

Madness Carrollton First Baptist Church,
Carrollton, GA

mar c h m
ission

November 8-9
CBF/GA General Assembly
(and BWIM of Georgia Gathering)
First Baptist Church, Rome, GA

2020 Gathering State Assembly

November 9 CBF/GA Ministers’ Gathering ,
First Baptist Church, Rome, GA

As needed

CBF/GA is available to help with:
Disaster Relief Response

Reference and Referral

Educational Conferences

Training

Ministry Network Initiatives

Staff Retreats

Mission Training

Sunday School Training

Peer Learning Groups

Fourth Quarter 2019 VISIONS
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Black Belt RURAL

DEVELOPEMENT
SUMMIT 2020

Non-profit & Community Leaders
Friday, May 1, 2020
11:00 - 4:00 PM*
Clergy and Lay Leaders
Saturday, May 2, 2020
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Americus, Georgia
Cost: $20 per day
•optional site visit 4:00 - 6:00 PM
Priorities of Hope:

EDUCATION • HEALTH & NUTRITION
HOUSING & ENVIRONMENT
SOCIAL ENETERPRISE

Summit Facilitators
Melissa Browning is a theologian, ethicist, and
activist who studies community-based responses to
injustice. She teaches seminary students at Columbia
Theological Seminary where she is the interim
Director of Contextual Education and International
Partnerships. Browning is committed to helping
students, community members and congregations
understand the deeper issues surrounding poverty
and racism.
Jeremy Lewis serves as the Executive Director of
Urban Recipe, a non-profit organizarion in Atlanta, GA,
that runs food co-ops for the food insecure in order to
stabilize families and create community. Lewis previously served as the National Coordinator for Together
for Hope which focused on the 20 most economically
disadvantaged rural counties in the U.S.
Harold Tessendorf has served as Executive Director
of Habitat for Humanity Sites throughout Georgia
in the cities of Savannah, Macon, and Milledgeville
between 2001-2019. He previously served as the
Country Director for Concern Universal in Lichinga,
Mozambique, where he managed local economic
community development.
The Rev. Dr. K. Jason Coker is the National Director
of Together for Hope (TFH), the Rural Development
Coalition of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. Coker
is originally from the Mississippi Delta. Having escaped
the grinding poverty of the Delta, he felt compelled to
connect resources with the needs in his home region.
Coker founded Delta Hands for Hope (DHH) in 2013,
which is a partner organization with TFH. Since its
incorporation, DHH has become an award winning
non-profit and has secured grants from the USDA that
provides meals to children across MS.

2020 CBF GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
Atlanta, Georgia

Mark your calendar now and join us

June 22-26

for our Fellowship family reunion!

cbf.net/general-assembly
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CBF OF GEORGIA ON THE ROAD:
August - October 2019
COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
OF GEORGIA

In each issue of Visions, we’ll try our best to keep you updated as to the travels
and visits of the CBF/GA staff throughout our state and with our partners in ministry.

P.O. Box 4343, Macon, GA 31208-4343
phone 478-742-1191
www.cbfga.org

If you’d like Jody Long or any of our staff to speak, preach, teach, consult, lead,
or minister with your congregation, please contact the CBF/GA office.

CBF/GA Staff
executive coordinator

Jody Long
jlong@cbfga.org

assistant to the coordinator for communications
and resources

Melissa Kremer
mkremer@cbfga.org
assistant to the coordinator for administration
and programming

Rachel Greco
rgreco@cbfga.org
CBF/GA Coordinating Council
• Wendy Peacock, Americus
moderator-elect • Ron McClung, Haddock
clerk • Glenda Kessler, St. Simons Island
finance committee chair • Jennifer Jindrich, Carrolton
treasurer • Neil Heath, Macon
Lamar Barden, Rome
Jeremy Colliver, Stone Mountain
Joe Davis, Dalton
Cindy Folendore, Milledgeville
Paula “Pete” Frost, Lyons
Jake Hall, Macon
Gail Hammock, Griffin
John Paul Harris, Summerville
Tom Hill, Alpharetta
Suzanne Hooie, Dalton
Howard Hooper, Columbus
Jennifer Jindrich, Carrollton
Beth McQuaig-McIntyre, Fitzgerald
Will Runyon, Americus
Norma Rushing, Atlanta
Laure Smith, Marietta
Todd Smith, Macon
Becca Springfield, Newnan
Vanessa Strickland, Royston
Sarah Timmerman, Cairo
Betty West, Hawkinsville
moderator

Student Representatives
Heather Franklin, McAfee School of Theology
Kent Russell, McAfee School of Theology
VISIONS is published four times a year by CBF/GA.
All questions and comments may be directed to
Melissa Kremer at the CBF/GA office
at 478-742-1191, ext. 4.
Graphic design and layout
by Donna Jackson
donnabjackson@gmail.com

These are the places we have been August - October 2019:
CBF Global Office, Decatur, GA
FBC Athens
FBC Carrollton
FBC Columbus
FBC Manchester
FBC Morrow – Senior Celebration
FBC Rome
Heritage Fellowship, Canton – Senior Celebration
Highland Hills Baptist, Macon
“In Your Neighborhood” Workshop, Smoke Rise Baptist Church
Interfaith Children’s Movement Breakfast, Atlanta
McAfee Founder’s Day
Milledge Avenue Baptist Church, Athens
New Baptist Covenant Regional Forum, Macon
Peachtree Baptist Church
Smoke Rise Baptist Church, Stone Mountain
The Oaks Baptist Church - Lyons
Wieuca Road Baptist, Atlanta

Marriage Retreat 2020
September 18-20 at The Lodge on Lake Oconee,
near Eatonton. More information coming soon!
Quarterly Financial Report
July - September 2019

BUDGE T:
Total Designated Gifts: $90,450.43
Total Expenses: $95,906.63
Gain/(Loss): ($5,456.20)
DESIGNATED:
Total Designated Gifts: $4,570.00
STATE MISSION OFFERING:
Total Gifts this Quarter: $1,783.28
FR ANK & SUSAN BROOME ENDOWMENT:
Total Gifts this Quarter: $1,750.00
ENDOWMENT BALANCE AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2019:
$992,259.39
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Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

P.O. Box 4343
Macon GA 31208-4343
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May God fill your life with love, joy, and peace this Christmas
and throughout the New Year!
NOTE: All CBF/GA contributions to be credited to 2019 MUST be postmarked by
December 31, 2019 (the actual envelope must have a 2019 postmark – we cannot
count checks that are dated 2019 but mailed in the new year!).
Online contributions for 2019 will be accepted through December 31, 2019 as well.
Please direct any questions to Rachel Greco at 478-742-1191 or rgreco@cbfga.org.

ON THE C ALENDAR

2020
JANUARY 17-19, 2020
Winter Youth Summit
First Baptist Church
Huntsville, AL

MARCH 2-4, 2020
ChurchWorks
Central Baptist Church Fountain City
Knoxville, TN

JANUARY 24-26, 2020
Mid-Winter Collegiate Retreat
Camp Thunderbird
Lake Wylie, SC (near Charlotte, NC)

MARCH 13-15, 2020
March Mission Madness
Athens First Baptist Church
Athens, GA

JANUARY 28, 2020
Coorcinating Council Meeting
Macon, GA

MARCH 20-22, 2020
March Mission Madness
Carrollton First Baptist Church
Carrollton, GA

JANUARY 28-31, 2020
OASIS … A Spiritual Retreat
for Youth Ministers
Montreat Retreat and Conference Center
Montreat, NC
JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 1, 2020
Batist Women in Ministry of Georgia Retreat
TBA

APRIL 21, 2020
Coordinating Council Meeting
TBA
APRIL 26-28, 2020
Senior Adult Retreat
First Baptist Church, Dalton
Dalton, GA

Keep up to date with events at www.cbfga.org

MAY 2, 2020
Together for Hope Regional Summit
Americus, GA
JUNE 22-26, 2020
CBF General Assembly
Atlanta, GA
JULY 21-24, 2020
PASSPORT Kids Camp
Rock Eagle 4-H Center
Eatonton, GA
SEPTEMBER 18-20, 2020
CBF/GA Marriage Retreat
The Lodge on Lake Oconee
Eatonton, GA
NOVEMBER 8-9, 2020
CBF/GA State General Assembly
First Baptist Church
Rome, GA

