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Experiencing

ave you ever thought about how worship looks
and feels in a “typical” CBF/GA church? That
might seems easy, since we have so much in
common: support for certain core Baptist
principles, a commitment to missions, support
for the equal giftedness of women for leadership and ministry, and belief in the autonomy of the local
church. With so much shared history and identity, how
different can our experience of worship be?
We at CBF/GA set out to explore just that question, and
the answers are enlightening if not surprising. While we
have much in common, and while we agree essentially
on what worship is, our congregations vary widely in how
they experience worship. We sent a brief survey to pastors
and music ministers/worship leaders, asking a few simple
questions:
»How would you describe the worship style of the church
you serve?
»How would you describe the style of preaching?
»What resources are most helpful to you for sermon or
worship preparation?
»Does your church follow the lectionary? Do you follow
the liturgical year in worship planning?

Worship

We also asked if respondents would be willing to share
further with us about more specific issues, and that group
was asked these questions:
»If you have tried to change something significant in
worship, what challenges have you faced?
»What advice would you offer other pastors/worship
leaders/churches based on your own church’s experience with change or attempted change?
»If your church has separate contemporary and traditional worship, how have you worked to maintain unity
and avoid the “two congregations” issue with which
some churches have struggled?
»How do you imagine worship trends to evolve in the
next decade, in your church and/or in the larger faith
community?
In this issue of Visions, we share with you some of what
we have learned and celebrate the depth and breadth
and richness of worship practices across our state. The
responses to the original survey were anonymous. In the
interest of encouraging church leaders to share openly in
responding to the second set of questions, we have chosen
not to cite names or names of churches in the article. We
greatly appreciate the response from pastors and ministers
of music and worship leaders.

FROM OUR COORDINATOR

Worship Life in CBF/GA Congregations
I can’t remember the first time I attended a
worship service, nor could I count how many
I’ve experienced in my life. And I suspect many of
us share the same history. Baptists have been called
“People of the Book” because of the emphasis we
place on scripture, both in personal and community
reading of it. Given the diversity of worship styles
in our free-church tradition that emphasizes local
church autonomy, we could also be called “People
of the Worship Service.”
Traditional. Blended. Contemporary. Liturgical.
Free. Ordinances. Sacraments (yes, some of our
CBF use this traditionally forbidden word to
describe elements of worship, albeit with a nuanced
understanding of its meaning). Choir. Praise Band.
Processionals and Recessionals. Acolytes. Choral
Introits. Calls to Worship. Pastoral Prayers. Prayers
of the People. Set-lists.
All of these terms, and many more, describe the
worshipping life of CBF/GA partnering congregations on any given Sunday. In my first year at
CBF/GA, I have been blessed to worship among
many types of congregations and have found that
no matter the style of worship or the terminology
used in the order of service, each congregation
gathers to offers its best self to God.
We all sing songs that lift our voices and our hearts
to God. We all offer prayers from the depths of our
being in the faith and hope that God is actively
hearing and responding to our cries for mercy,
shouts of thanksgiving, and pleas for forgiveness.
We all hear sermons that call us to give God our
best, whether through attention to the suffering of
the world or even through attending to the pain of
our own sin. And we do this at least weekly, in the
company of strangers and family and friends, with
many of whom we have chosen to invest some of
the most significant moments of our lives.
When I was in college, I was told to read Salvation
on Sand Mountain, by Dennis Covington. Thanks
to the cover, I knew the book had something to
do with preacher-like personality and snakes. Not
being a lover of snakes, I pushed off reading the
book until my seminary days. Then I was struck by
the story! Covington, a self-professed “city boy”
journalist from Birmingham, found himself in
Scottsboro, Alabama, at a snake-handling church.
He was there because he was covering the trial of
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Brother Glenn Summerford, pastor of the Church
of Jesus with Signs Following who had been
convicted and sentenced to ninety-nine years in
prison for trying to kill his wife with rattlesnakes.
Covington’s observation from his first visit to the
church has stuck with me since my first reading:
T
 here are moments when you stand on the brink of
a new experience and understand that you have no
choice about it. Either you walk into the experience
or you turn away from it, but you know that no
matter what you choose, you will have altered your
life in a permanent way. Either way, there will be
consequences. I walked on in. (Covington, p. 2)
At its best, that’s what worship does: it alters our
life in a permanent way. Whether hearing a choir
sing a beautiful John Rutter anthem or a setting
of a traditional Latin scriptural text or hearing a
praise band lead in a stirring rendition of the latest
Hillsong Worship or Matt Redman or Chris Tomlin
song, when we worship our ears should be altered
in a permanent way. Whether seeing the burning
flame of the light of Christ being brought forth in
a worship processional or seeing immersive images
placed before us through the wonder of multimedia, when we worship our eyes should be altered
in a permanent way. Whether singing from the
depths of our lungs the long-remembered songs of
our faith that call us to repentance or forgiveness
or reconciliation or praise or singing with a driving
chorus words that will carry us through the dark
valleys of our coming week, when we worship, our
mouths should be altered in a permanent way.
In this issue of Visions, we hope you’ll find the
wonderful breadth and depth of Christian worship that takes place each week in our partnering
congregations around the state. Even more, we hope
you’ll find your way to one of these congregations
to lift your eyes, ears, voice, and
heart in worship.
But know this: if you go to worship this week for the first time in
a long time or just the first time
in this week, be prepared to have
your life altered in a permanent
way. So, walk on in and discover
the goodness of God in the midst
of the people of God at worship.
Thanks be to God. n

JODY LONG
Executive Coordinator
CBF/GA
jlong@cbfga.org
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How Does Your Church Experience Worship?
BASIC FINDINGS OF OUR SURVEY

Contemporary? Blended? Traditional?

These are the three main categories commonly used to
delineate worship styles, and probably to no one’s surprise,
Georgia CBF churches are found at all points on the
spectrum. A majority of the churches who responded to
our survey self-define their worship as traditional (about
60%), with another 10% self-identifying as “very traditional/liturgical.” About 15% offer contemporary worship
(many offer at least two distinctly different worship
experiences, both contemporary and traditional), while
the remaining 15% describe their worship as blended. The
churches in this sample are fairly evenly split between
those who follow the lectionary and those who don’t and
those who follow the lectionary “sometimes. The majority
follow or at least acknowledge the liturgical year.

What our survey suggests is a somewhat different scenario
— that the churches firmly on one end or the other of
the spectrum of worship styles — perhaps 30% of CBF/
GA congregations - have fully embraced their identities,
are settled and unapologetic in terms of style of worship,
and do not anticipate significant changes in style, at least
in the near future. For those churches, authenticity and
excellence are common themes — they know who they are,
and they work hard to keep worship vibrant whatever the
style. As one pastor of such a church said, “We’re working hard every week to figure out what works best in our
worship experiences.” Another music minister offered,
“We just work hard to make that hour the best hour of the
week for our community of faith, and we may not hit it
out of the ballpark every week, but we know who we are.”

And why does this matter? Some would argue that the
“worship wars” of the late 1980s and 90s have finally
passed, and that churches have, for the most part, figured
out what works best for them and their participants.

For the majority of churches in the CBF/GA family, however, the question of congregational identity often remains
more open, perhaps because of the changing makeup
of the congregation, and worship practices continue to
(continues on next page)
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be fluid, with pastors and music ministers/worship leaders seeking new and fresh ways to engage their people. This
group would include many of the churches whose worship is
described as traditional, along with the churches who describe
their worship as blended. As Mark Wingfield so aptly said in
an opinion piece for Baptist News Global back in July of 2013,
“What works in one place may not be the recipe for success
in another place. Context matters quite a bit…all worship
is local.” One CBF/GA church recently included bluegrass
alongside Bach in one worship service, quite successfully, and
both done with excellence! Would that work for every congregation? No, but for this congregation, yes. Knowing your
congregation seems essential, regardless of worship style. One
pastor, whose urban church is solidly traditional, says that he
would want two services, one traditional and one contemporary, were he pastor of “the biggest church in a small town”
— further evidence that context is important.
Even within the “traditional” category, the definition of
that word varies markedly. Some consider “traditional” to
mean hymn-based or including use of an organ along with
piano, with a choir, perhaps an orchestra, and sometimes
handbells. Descriptions of traditional worship came with
qualifiers in our survey —
 one church’s worship is “warm
traditional,” another “traditional with flexibility,” and yet
another, “traditional but evolving — slowly.” Blended worship varies similarly, from “blended and casual” to “blended
with traditional music as well as contemporary — in a word,
‘eclectic.’” An interesting finding was that for most — though
not all —
 of these churches, the same challenges apply: to
offer authentic worship that is true to the identity and nature
of each congregation, and to “do what we do very well.”

Frustrations and Roadblocks
When asked about roadblocks and challenges to change, our
findings were interesting. The consensus is that change is
often difficult. One music minister lamented the vagueness
of terms, particularly the definition of “contemporary” as
meaning a particular style of music, when actually, the word
“contemporary” should apply to any recent work, regardless of
style. Worship leaders and pastors alike want participants to
understand worship for what it is, not as a means to an end —

for example, simply as a vehicle “to get new members.” They
also lament the pressure that can sometimes come from all
sides, particularly when a congregation is unsettled as to their
identity. One pastor, who said that he has been very cautious
about change, said, “I have been seen as the bad guy from
both sides, and I am probably not atypical in this!" Another
pastor offered,” We have tried a lot; some of the changes
are now greatly valued, and others are a distant memory.”
A music minister in a church that has been in transition
between pastors said, “Change comes so slowly. Compromise
seems the best avenue, even to slow change.”
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An interesting finding was that for most ...
the same challenges apply:
to offer authentic worship that is true
to the identity and nature
of each congregation...

Several pastors cited previous attempts at significant
change —
 usually adding a contemporary service — in
their church’s past history, all before their tenure. In a
couple of instances, that attempt had ended badly and
ended in a split, and those pastors are understandably
leery of suggesting major change to worship style.

How Churches Maintain Unity
For the churches who have separate traditional and contemporary worship, we asked how they maintained unity,
as it can be easy for a church to devolve into a “two congregation” church. One pastor, of a church which has two
contemporary and one traditional service each Sunday,
stresses church-wide fellowship and mission service as
opportunities for people to come together. He preaches in
all services (three each Sunday), with no video preaching,
and he tries to emphasize “one church” in his messaging.
The staff at the church rotates through leadership roles
in each service, so that each group has some connection
to the entire staff. The music minister at another church
with two types of services says that the church had not
historically really tried to unite the two groups over many
years of two distinct services. They unite through special
services such as Ash Wednesday and have had more
success through an annual Christmas concert and a
summer patriotic celebration. Another church has had
success in bringing the church family together for special
Holy Week services. One pastor said, “For the most part,
we had to decide whether reaching more people and
growing was more important than everyone knowing
one another and always being together.” Again, context
matters!

Advice to Other Churches and Church Leaders
Where we found consensus across worship styles was in
advice pastors and worship leaders would offer regarding
comfort level with worship styles, change, and attempted
change. Here is a sampling of the consistent advice given:
• Know who you are —
 people are looking for authentic
community.
• Focus on excellence. Do what you do, whatever style,
exceptionally well.
• Go slowly. Get people on board before attempting
change. “You have to change hearts and identify
(continues on next page)
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FAVORITE PREACHING RESOURCES
OF CBF/GA PASTORS
Printed Resources:
Bible/Scripture/translations/various commentaries
New Interpreter’s Bible
(12 volume or software)
Feasting on the Word
(12 volume or software; John Knox Press)
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary
for Teaching and Preaching
(43 volumes; Westminster John Knox Press)
Books by Fred Craddock and Chuck Poole;
current readings of various sorts
Online Resources (websites, podcasts):
Working Preacher (www.workingpreacher.org)
Homiletics Online (www.homileticsonline.com)
Preaching Today (www.preachingtoday.com –
connected with Christianity Today)
www.textweek.com (The Text this Week)
Ministry Matters (www.ministrymatters.com)
Two Bubbas and a Bible (www.lectionarylab.com)

FAVORITE RESOURCES OF MUSIC MINISTERS/
WORSHIP LEADERS
Printed Resources:
Abingdon Worship Annual
Hymnals (Celebrating Grace and others)
Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching
and the Arts (Presbyterian Church [USA])
Prepare! An Ecumenical Music & Worship Planner
Reformed Worship (print and online at
www.reformedworship.org)
Online Resources:
Celebrating Grace website
(www.celebrating-grace.com/)
Planning Center Online! (organizational platform)
PraiseCharts (www.Praisecharts.com)
ProPresenter (www.worshiphousemedia.com)
Livestream.com (for streaming – www.livestream.com
Worship.com
Worship Design Studio (with Dr. Marcia McFee –
www.worshipdesignstudio.com)
JW Pepper (www.jwpepper.com;
physical store in Lithia Springs, GA)
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette hymns (www.carolynshymns.com/)
Re:Worship
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Worship Style ... (continued from page 5)
specifically the motivation to change.” Talk about changes
and why they are being implemented. Leading people to
change is an educational process for sure. “Most people
are willing to go in a new direction if they understand the
WHY.”
• Be sure changes are for the right reasons.
• Be patient: “A good idea at the wrong time makes it a wrong
idea.”
• Be very open. “Communicate, communicate, communicate.”
• Relationship matters; trust is essential.
• Conducting a survey is helpful — “Our members felt like
they had input into the changes... . Even if they did not agree
with the final decisions, they at least felt that they were
heard and that their ideas and opinions were important to
the ministerial staff.”
• “Clarify vision, over-communicate, over-love on the group
that will be affected the most, keep the future goal before
the congregation, and make sure your staff supports the
change.”
• “Looking back, it would have been helpful to not make any
promises except to do what was best for the church at any
particular time.”

Looking Ahead
On the subject of the future of the church and worship
practices, most pastors and worship/music leaders are
noncommittal. Again, churches on the ends of the worship
spectrum see very little change in the future of their worship
styles. Others hope for a swing of the pendulum back towards
more formal, even liturgical worship. Another really thinks
worship will become even more casual in the next ten years.
Their musings? The more thoughtful considered the impact
of family changes, saying that worship might need to be more
flexible in the future, even taking place at different times
and in different places. One church is planning a Saturday
afternoon Easter service in addition to their Sunday worship
offerings, and he has challenged his staff to be thinking and
planning for a 1:00 pm Sunday service. Another pastor said,
“I believe the larger faith community will have to be more
inventive about offering variety in our worship experiences.”
Involving young people in worship seems important to several
ministers as they look to the future. One pastor said: “I see
good worship as a combination of ancient traditions and
rituals while including more progressive and contemporary
expressions. Worship is always in the process of evolving.”
We wish that we could share all that we gleaned through this
exercise, and we hope that the information we are sharing
is helpful and informative. Thank you to all the pastors and
music ministers/worship leaders who participated in the
survey and offered feedback! n

SENIOR ADULT EVENTS

2019 Senior Adult Retreat
Come Retreat with Us at Saint Simons!
April 28-30 (Sunday evening - Tuesday noon)
First Baptist Church, Saint Simons Island

Retreat Speaker: Chris George, Pastor, Smoke
Rise Baptist Church, Stone Mountain. Says Chris:
“Many of us were always told ‘to’ read the Bible,
but we were never taught ‘how’ to read the
Bible. On the Senior Retreat, let’s fall in love
with the scriptures again as we set aside time to
Rediscover the Word together.”
Chris George is a graduate of Samford University and Harvard Divinity
School and received the Doctor of Ministry from Methodist Theological
School of Ohio. Chris loves hearing and telling the stories of God at
work in the past and present and leading people into God’s good future.
He has served at pastor at Smoke Rise since April 2013.
Music Leader: Michael Jennings, Minister of Music, First
Baptist, Saint Simons Island.
Michael Jennings studied music at Carson-Newman
University and holds a Master of Church Music from
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Originally
from Knoxville, Tennessee, Michael has been a full-time
Minister of Music/Worship for over twenty years.
Registration: To register online and pay the $20 retreat fee by credit card,
go to www.cbfga.org/senior-adults/. You may also contact Melissa Kremer
at the CBF/GA office at 478-742-1191 or mkremer@cbfga.org and pay at
the retreat.
Lodging: A block of rooms is available at the Saint Simons Inn by the
Lighthouse for $139 per room per night. Call 912-638-1101 or make
reservations online using the group code CBFG19.
Other suggested lodging:
Hampton Inn SSI
912-634-2204

TENTATIVE RETREAT SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 28
6:30–8:00 pm » Check-in and
Cake Fellowship at the Fellowship Hall,
First Baptist Church, Saint Simons Island
Monday, April 29
9:00 am » Check-in for late arrivers
9:30-11:00 am » Gathering Time,
Sanctuary, followed by Breakout Session I
11:15 am » Lunch and brief program,
Fellowship Hall
Monday afternoon » free time to relax or
to enjoy a tour, shop, or go to the beach!
Dinner is on your own.
6:15 pm » Retreat Choir Rehearsal,
Sanctuary
6:45 pm » Music and Retreat Worship,
Sanctuary, followed by an Ice Cream and
Cookies Fellowship
Tuesday, April 30
9:00 am » Breakout Session II
10:00 am » Closing Retreat Worship

Holiday Inn and Suites SSI
912-634-2175
Home2Suites by Hilton SSI
912-638-0333
Epworth by the Sea SSI
912-638-8688
Queens Court Inn SSI
912-268-4966
Best Western Plus SSI
912-638-7805
Ocean Inn and Suites SSI
912-634-2122

Senior Celebrations
Late September • Two locations
Details available soon!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

“In Your Neighborhood”
Preschool and Children’s Sunday School Teacher Training
Saturday, September 7, 2019, 9 am -1 pm
Smoke Rise Baptist Church • Stone Mountain, GA
Contact Martha Kate Hall at mkhall@cbfga.org for more information.

Panhandle Mission Madness June 2-5 and October 11-14
CBF/GA is partnering with CBF/AL and CBF/FL to offer

a March Mission Madness-like event for churches (both
youth groups and intergenerational groups) to help with
disaster relief in the Florida Panhandle, around Marianna,
Florida.
We are calling this opportunity “Panhandle Mission
Madness”! Work will include debris removal, clean-up and
muck-out, and possibly some small repairs.
Cost is $50 per person, plus hotel (cost includes breakfast
and lunch on Monday and Tuesday, and breakfast on
Wednesday, plus supply costs). Groups will arrange for
their own hotel lodging in or near Marianna.
Space is limited, due to the ongoing nature of relief efforts,
so if interested, please contact Jody Long at jlong@cbfga.
org or at 478-742-1191 for more details.
Two Panhandle Mission Madness opportunities are

planned. Dates for Panhandle Mission Madness I are June
2-5, which is a Sunday through Wednesday. Panhandle
Mission Madness II will take place over Columbus Day
weekend, October 11-14 (Friday night through Monday).
Tentative schedule for JUNE
Panhandle Mission Madness:
Sunday, June 2: T ravel to Marianna, Florida
Evening Church Group Devotional Time
Monday, June 3: Morning Gathering and Short Devotional
Work Day
Evening Worship
Tuesday, June 4: Morning Gathering and Short Devotional
Work Day 2
Evening Worship
Wednesday, June5: Time to go to the beach at
Port St. Joe/Mexico Beach
Travel Home

Please contact Jody Long at jlong@cbfga.org as soon as possible if your church is interested
or if you have questions.
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YOUNG ADULT EVENTS

Not Why But Who
MARTHA KATE HALL, Associate Coordinator
for Congregational Life, mkhall@cbfga.org

Last year the CBF/GA staff read
Start with Why, by Simon Sinek,
in preparation for a staff retreat and
discussion about the work of our
organization and our goals for the
coming year. If you haven’t read the
book or at least watched the TED talk on which the
book is based, I would encourage you to do so, for it
offers a wonderful way to consider how we approach
our work and the things we are creating in our work.
Throughout my time reading the book, I kept thinking that perhaps the focus sometimes for CBF/GA is
not “why” but “who.” Who is the purpose behind our
programs, initiatives and daily tasks? I think there
are a lot of answers to that question, but the most
basic answer is you. CBF/GA exists to help further the
ministries and mission of the churches and ministers
within our state. Most of the events and programs
that we support are people-centric; they involve a
“who,” not just a “what.” This is not unlike the ministry and mission of Jesus. Jesus focused his ministry
on teaching, healing and helping people. He sought to
bring others alongside himself in ministry in order to
share the story of God and build the church.
Throughout this issue of Visions, you will find many
ways that we are seeking to support and encourage
the “who” of CBF/GA. Each year we seek to invest
in young leaders through scholarships for seminary
students and through summer Student.Church internship opportunities. This is the fourth summer in
which we will be supporting summer interns through
the Student.Church program and the second summer
that we will be adding our support to the Student.Go
summer missions program. We are looking forward
to our annual Senior Adult Retreat at First Baptist
Church, Saint Simons, when we will join for a time
of renewal and fellowship. We are introducing a new
Congregational Ministry Grant program that will not
only allow CBF/GA to invest in our local congregations but will support those congregations as they
invest in their local communities.
The “who” continues to grow and expand as you,
the church, minister in your own communities and
throughout this wonderful state. I invite you to be a
part of the “who” as we continue to journey together.

CBF/GA Seminary Scholarships Available
CBF/GA is now accepting scholarship applications for the
2019-2020 academic year. Applications and references, all to
be submitted online, are due by Thursday, April 18. The three
required references are: a CBF/GA reference, a professor or an
employer reference, and a personal reference. Please visit
www.cbfga.org/theological-education-scholarships/ for links to
all forms.
Scholarship Qualifications:
• Be currently enrolled in a ministry-related master’s level
degree program or higher at an accredited institution (not
restricted to Baptist institutions)
• Demonstrate a connection to the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship of Georgia
• Show potential for leadership within the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship
• Must not have been a recipient of a CBF/GA scholarship in
previous years for the current degree program

Student.Church and Student.Go
Offer Summer Opportunities
This summer CBF/GA will use funds from the earnings of
the Frank and Susan Broome Endowment Fund to further
support students serving in the Student.Church and Student.
Go programs. Please visit www.cbf.net/studentdotgo, or
www.cbf.net/church-internships to learn
more. For information about the CBF/GA
supplement for the Student.Church program, please visit www.cbfga.org/college/.
Churches interested in hosting a Student.
Church summer intern may also find
information on that webpage.
These programs provide opportunities for
college, graduate and seminary students
to serve alongside ministers, CBF Field
Personnel, and ministry partners in a
variety of settings. Students gain invaluable
first-hand experience as they explore a potential calling to
ministry.
There are six openings for students to serve in Georgia with
Student.Go this year, at one of two mission placements. At
Koinonia Farms, students will have a holistic experience
working on the farm, learning about living in community and
practicing love through service to others. At the Andrew P.
Stewart Center in Atlanta, students will provide leadership
for summer day camps that focus on academic readiness,
spiritual growth, leadership, and character development.

For questions about either program, please contact Martha Kate Hall at mkhall@cbfga.org or call 478-742-1191.
First Quarter 2019 VISIONS
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NEWS WORTHY

Athens Pastor Named CBF Global Executive Coordinator
Transitions are never easy,
especially in church life. And
yet, when a new leader or minister is
called, the quality of the individual
can make the transition easier. And
that is what the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship has done. Whoever was
to follow Suzii Paynter as Executive
Coordinator would have big shoes
to fill. Suzii’s work among us and
for us propelled the CBF family to
new heights. With the calling of Dr.
Paul Baxley, Senior Minister of First
Baptist Church, Athens, as the new
Executive Coordinator of CBF, that
progress will continue. I have great
confidence that Paul will continue
the legacy of leadership of those who
have held the role before him: Cecil
Sherman, Daniel Vestal, and Suzii
Paynter.
In Paul’s eight-year leadership of
First Baptist, Athens, CBF/GA has
been greatly enriched. He has served
as State Moderator and helped lead
us through our most recent discernment process, which still guides our

Paul (Baxley) will continue the legacy of leadership of those who have held
the role before him: Cecil Sherman, Daniel Vestal, and Suzii Paynter.
approach to missions, ministry, and
partnership throughout the state.
He has been a friend to many of
our pastors and a mentor to many
young clergy, both at First Baptist,
Athens, and around the state. We
at CBF/GA could not be more
thrilled with Paul’s selection to be

the next Executive Coordinator of
CBF. We covenant with him to pray
for him and his family, to pray for
his former church, and to pray for
the good work of CBF still to come.
Congratulations, Paul!
—Jody Long

FOCUS ON OUR PARTNERS: BWIM of Georgia
Baptist Women in Ministry of Georgia (BWIM)
strives to recognize and promote the ministry of all
women. BWIM of Georgia wants to help you connect
to women in ministry and learn about the work Baptist
women are doing in Georgia. Whether ordained clergy,
serving as a Sunday school volunteer, directing the youth
choir, visiting the homebound, or serving in any other
capacity for the Gospel, women in ministry are invited to
participate and connect with the group. BWIM of Georgia
provides support through fellowship, spiritual renewal,
and positive influence to affirm and encourage women as
vocational and lay ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
in all areas of ministry, including as Senior Pastors.
BWIM of Georgia recognizes two women each year is
special ways. First, BWIM of Georgia honors a woman
from our state as the Pearl DuVall Distinguished
Churchwoman of the Year. The award was renamed in
2018 in honor of DuVall, who was a wonderful leader,
10 |
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servant, mentor, friend, wife, and mother. She paved the
way for Baptist women in ministry in Georgia and was an
example of faith and strength to all who knew her.
Additionally, each year BWIM of Georgia awards the Sara
Owen Etheridge Scholarship to a Baptist woman who is
from or currently resides in Georgia and has completed at
least one year of seminary education (30 hours of study),
whether at the Masters or Doctoral level. Applicants may
attend a Baptist or non-Baptist seminary.
BWIM of Georgia has for several years partnered in a
special way with CBF/GA to provide leadership for one
of the worship services at the annual CBF/GA General
Assembly. All are invited to join BWIM of Georgia and
CBF/GA this November 3-4 at First Baptist Church,
Columbus, for the 2019 General Assembly.
Visit www.bwimga.com to learn more about BWIM of
Georgia. n

UPCOMING EVENTS

the frank & susan broome
endowment fund
Now that we are in the third and final year of the
Frank & Susan Broome Endowment Fund campaign,
please consider a gift to the Endowment. The goals
are to grow the endowment to over $1 million, to
increase the number of individuals and churches
giving to the endowment, and to increase the
number of CBF/GA churches which have their own
endowments. Will you join us in helping fund in
perpetuity our much-needed mission and ministry of
CBF/GA?
You may give online at www.cbfga.org;donate/, or by
mailing your Endowment contribution to:
CBF/GA,
P.O. Box 4343
Macon, GA 31208-4343

Dawnings Retreat
May 31-June 1
Hardwick Baptist Church, Milledgeville
CBF/GA is partnering with Hardwick Baptist
Church to host a Dawnings Retreat for individuals
and churches. The Dawnings process is a way for
congregations and individuals to begin discerning
God’s call for direction in their lives. A Dawnings
Retreat is the first step in the process.

2019 General Assembly

Save the Date

Sunday – Tuesday, November 3-4
First Baptist Church, Columbus
(begins Sunday evening with dinner and BWIM of Georgia-led worship)

Keynote Preacher – Emily Hull
McGee, Pastor, First Baptist Church on
Fifth, Winston-Salem, North Carolina
Emily Hull McGee is a third-generation
minister in a family of ministers.
After majoring in voice and opera
performance at Furman University and
continuing with graduate music studies at Northwestern
University, Emily felt the tug of a call to ministry.
Her sense of call developed slowly, through a sense of
the deep chasm between the steeple and the sidewalk
and a strong belief of the need for the church and the
world to meet. Emily continued her studies at Wake
Forest University School of Divinity and then served as
Minister to Young Adults at Highland Baptist Church in
Louisville, Kentucky, before being called as pastor of First
Baptist Church (now known as First Baptist Church on
Fifth) of Winston-Salem. Emily has served in leadership
in a variety of ways in CBF life, including chairing the
CBF Ministries Council from 2015-2016. We welcome
her to the CBF/GA General Assembly!
A special Ministers’ Gathering will
continue from Monday evening
through Tuesday morning, November
4-5, with Dr. Rae Jean ProescholdBell, author of Faithful and Fractured:
Responding to the Clergy Health Crisis, as
Keynote Speaker.
Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell is the Duke University Clergy
Health Initiative Research Director and a health psychology researcher. She has worked for a decade in a
research project chronicling the health and wellness of
nearly 1800 United Methodist Church clergy in North
Carolina.

If you or your church is interested in cultivating a
new way of life, a new way of living faithfully, then
contact Jody Long, jlong@cbfga.org.
For more information, visit www.cbfdawnings.org.
First Quarter 2019 VISIONS
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UPDATES & REPORTS

New Church Ministry Grant Opportunity for Congregations
CBF/GA is seeking to further invest in our
vision “to serve Christians and churches
as they discover and fulfill their Godgiven mission” through the State Mission
Offering. Congregational ministry grants
provide an opportunity for CBF/GA to
serve our churches who are seeking new
ways to fulfill their mission within their
local community.
Churches may apply for a matching grant
from $1,000 to $2,000 to support a new
ministry or missional endeavor. Each
church which is awarded a grant must
provide funds equal to or greater than
the amount awarded by CBF/GA towards
the cost of the proposed project. While
CBF/GA does not have specific projects in
mind, we do hope that these projects will
further support the mission and values

CBF Georgia
STATE MISSION OFFERING

Together

of CBF/GA. As such, we have identified
four specific categories into which projects
should fall:
• Community Partnerships
• Interfaith Initiatives
• Local Mission Engagement
• Young Leadership Development
For more information and for an
application, please visit www.cbfga.org/
state-mission-offering/. Applications must
be submitted by Thursday, April 18, 2019.

Coordinating Council Update
At the most recent CBF/GA Coordinating Council meeting, held January 29 at the
CBF/GA offices in Macon, the Council heard that our financial position is still good
even though recent market fluctuations have affected the total amount of our endowment. Additionally, the Council heard about upcoming events in the life of
CBF/GA, including March Mission Madness, the Senior Adult Retreat, and new missions partnership events with CBF of Alabama and CBF of Florida (Panhandle Mission
Madness).
The Coordinating Council also unanimously approved a recommendation from the
Executive Committee that CBF/GA consider selling its current location to better meet
our staffing and organizational needs. In 2002, when CBF/GA purchased our building
from the Boy Scouts of Central Georgia, it was a blessing and much needed. Through
the past sixteen years, the office has been beneficial for the needs of CBF/GA. Currently,
however, the building is far too large for our staffing, and the overhead expenses
take away from monies that could be used for our missions and ministry needs.
Unfortunately, the neighborhood where the office is located has transitioned in recent
years and can seem unsafe at times for staff and visitors. The Coordinating Council
authorized Jody Long, Executive Coordinator, to begin the process of listing the building
and property for sale as well as to begin exploring other options for office space. Jody
will keep the Council updated as to any developments on either front. n
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the

frank & susan
broome
endowment fund

2018 Donors
Community Foundation
of Central Georgia
First Baptist Church,
Athens, GA
First Baptist Church,
Griffin, GA
First Baptist Church,
Eatonton, GA
Haddock Baptist Church,
Haddock, GA
Joe & Ann Baskin
Renée Bennett
Nancy Blake
John & Nancy Bryson
Gwendolyn Cottrell
Willis & Leona Duvall
Richard Epps
Bertha Farrar
Donald & Lynn Futral
Anne Gardner
Barbara Anne Green
Mark & Cindy Green
Gail Hammock
Tom & Carol Hawkins
Neil & Anne Heath
Tom & Joan Hill
Carey & Denise Huddlestun
Ernest Gordon Jones
Gerald Kersey
Cathy Lacy
Virginia Land
Cyrell Lynch
Brian & Joyce McCartney
Ron McClung
Shirley Noles
Dorothy Potts
John W. Rigdon, Sr.
James & Arly Ross
Norma Rushing
Kenneth & Kathryn Russell
Matt & Julie Sapp
Stan & Andrea Savage
Charles & Pat Schaible
Joe & Judy Shank
Mary Elizabeth Smith
R. D., Jr. & Varion Spear
Ronald & Karen Stone
Norma J. Thompson
C. E., Jr. & Gloria Williams

What We’re Reading...
From Jody:

care about your health or if you love a minister and care
about their health, you should read this book.

Faithful and Fractured: Responding to
the Clergy Health Crisis, by Rae Jean
Proeschold-Bell and Jason Byassee

Additionally, Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell will be the featured
speaker at our Ministers’ Gathering at the CBF/GA Fall
General Assembly at FBC Columbus on Monday evening,
November 4 and on Tuesday morning, November 5.

Proeschold-Bell is the Duke University
Clergy Health Initiative Research
Director and a health psychology
researcher, and Byassee holds the
Butler Chair of Homiletics and Biblical
Interpretation at the Vancouver School of Theology in
Canada. In this easily readable volume, Proeschold-Bell
details her work in the decade-long research project with
the nearly 1800 United Methodist Church clergy of North
Carolina. Byassee offers pastoral commentary to unpack
some of the facts and findings. If you are a minister and

CBF OF GEORGIA ON THE ROAD:
December 2018 through February 2019
In each issue of Visions, we’ll try our best to keep you
updated as to the travels
and visits of the CBF/GA staff throughout
our state and with our partners in ministry.
If you’d like Jody or Martha Kate or any of our staff to speak,
preach, teach, consult, lead,
or minister with your congregation,
please contact the CBF/GA office.
These are the places we have been
December 2018 through January 2019:
CBF Global Offices, Decatur
Celebration Church, Hoschton
Central Baptist, Newnan
FBC Athens

(Pick up Disaster Relief Donations)

FBC Augusta
FBC Eatonton

(Pick up Disaster Relief Donations)

FBC Jasper
FBC Jefferson
FBC Morrow
FBC Saint Simons Island
McAfee School of Theology

(CBF Day and Self Preaching Lectures)

Mercer University

(Harry Vaughn Smith Lectures in Christianity)

Mid-Winter Collegiate Retreat
Lake Wylie, SC

Second Ponce de Leon Baptist, Atlanta
Vineville Baptist, Macon

What Do They Hear?: Bridging the Gap
between Pulpit & Pew, by Mark Allan Powell
If you’ve ever preached, or even spoken to
a large group about something you cared
deeply about, you recognize the difficulty
in putting into words the matters of your
heart. Even more, you may even worry how
those words are heard by the audience or
congregation. Powell, a professor of New
Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, explores how
to bridge the gaps in communication between preacher/
speaker and congregation/audience.

From Martha Kate:

Canoeing the Mountains: Christian
Leadership in Uncharted Territory,
by Tod Bolsinger
Bolsinger is a former pastor who now
serves as vice president and chief of leadership formation at Fuller Theological
Seminary. He speaks to the need for
leadership in today’s church ministering in a post-Christendom world. Bolsinger draws
distinctive parallels between the leadership of Lewis and
Clark on their expedition to explore the West and those
who are leading the church into the future. Bolsinger also
provides a six-session study guide at the end of the book,
which is an excellent tool to be used by small groups or
church staffs.
“For Christian leaders today, this is the moment of truth.
Are we willing to
 take the risks and get up the nerve to lead a big
•
adventure?
 lead our people to face the challenge of a changing
•
world?
 acknowledge that what is in front of us is not at all
•
like the world where we have previously thrived?
 learn a new way of leading that begins with our own
•
transformation?” (Bolsinger, p. 46)
If you have not read Canoeing the Mountains: Christian
Leadership in Uncharted Territory, I suggest that you add it
to your list. n
December / January
First
/ February
Quarter 2019
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2019

September, 2019
September 7 “In Your Neighborhood” Preschool
and Children’s Sunday School Teacher Training
Smoke Rise Baptist Church, Stone Mountain

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Georgia
P.O. Box 4343 • Macon, GA 31208-4343
phone 478-742-1191 • fax 478-742-6150
www.cbfga.org
Late September Senior Celebrations

March, 2019

Locations and dates to be determined

March 15-17
March Mission Madness,
Johns Creek Baptist Church, Alpharetta

March 29-31

march mission

madnes

s

March Mission Madness,
Fellowship Baptist Church, Americus
Maranatha Baptist Church, Plains

October, 2019
October 6-8 Mercer Preaching Consultation
The Chattanoogan, Chattanooga, TN
October 11-14 Panhandle Mission Madness II,
Marianna, FL

April, 2019
April 28-30 Senior Adult Retreat
First Baptist Church,
Saint Simons Island

May, 2019
May 7 Coordinating Council Meeting
May 31-June 1
Dawnings Retreat
Hardwick Baptist Church, Milledgeville

June, 2019
June2-5 Panhandle Mission Madness I, Marianna, FL
June 17-21 CBF Global General Assembly
Birmingham, AL

June 20 CBF/GA State Meeting at the CBF
Global Assembly This event lets us meet
together and share CBF/GA’s work.
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November, 2019
November 3-4
CBF/GA General Assembly
(and BWIM of Georgia Gathering)
First Baptist Church, Columbus

2019 General Assembly

November 4-5
CBF/GA Ministers’ Gathering
First Baptist Church, Columbus

January, 2020
January 17-19
“Connected” Winter Youth Summit
First Baptist Church, Huntsville, AL

As needed

CBF/GA is available to help with:
Disaster Relief Response

Reference and Referral

Educational Conferences

Training

August, 2019

Ministry Network Initiatives

Staff Retreats

Mission Training

Sunday School Training

August 13 Coordinating Council Meeting

Peer Learning Groups
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COOPERATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
OF GEORGIA
P.O. Box 4343, Macon, GA 31208-4343
phone 478-742-1191 • fax 478-742-6150
www.cbfga.org
CBF/GA Staff
executive coordinator

Jody Long
jlong@cbfga.org

associate coordinator for congregational life

Martha Kate Hall
mkhall@cbfga.org

assistant to the coordinator for communications
and resources

Melissa Kremer
mkremer@cbfga.org
assistant to the coordinator for administration
and programming

Rachel Greco
rgreco@cbfga.org
CBF/GA Coordinating Council
• Keithen Tucker, Eatonton
moderator-elect • Wendy Peacock, Americus
clerk • Glenda Kessler, St. Simons Island
finance chair • Ron McClung, Haddock
treasurer • Neil Heath, Macon
Lamar Barden, Rome
Geraldine Bridges, Commerce
Nancy Bryson, St. Simons Island
Jeremy Colliver, Stone Mountain
Gwen Cottrell, Decatur
Joe Davis, Dalton
Jake Hall, Macon
Gail Hammock, Griffin
Tom Hill, Alpharetta
Howard Hooper, Columbus
Jennifer Jindrich, Carrollton
David Keel, Augusta
Norma Rushing, Atlanta
Matt Sapp, Canton
Vanessa Strickland, Royston
David Tew, Morrow
Sarah Timmerman, Cairo
Michael Tutterow, Cartersville
Betty West, Hawkinsville
moderator

Student Representatives
Heather Franklin, McAfee School of Theology
Kent Russell, McAfee School of Theology
VISIONS is published four times a year by CBF/GA.
All questions and comments may be directed to
Melissa Kremer at the CBF/GA office
at 478-742-1191, ext. 4.
Graphic design and layout
by Donna Jackson
donnabjackson@gmail.com

FINANCIAL UPDATE

2ND QUARTER OF 2018-2019 FISCAL YEAR (Oct. - Dec. 2018)

BUDGET/OPERATING
Quarterly Budget Requirement:

$126,937.50

Received:

$102,014.13

Expenses:

$111,213.28
Gain/(Loss): ($9,199.15)

DESIGNATED
Received:

$60,153.33*

Expenses:

$10,835.70

*Total does not reflect an unrealized
loss in our CBF/GA Endowment Fund
of $81,653.92, due to stock market
uncertainties.

YEAR TO DATE
Budget Requirement:

$253,875.00

Received:

$194,293.03

Expenses:

$210,618.43
Gain/(Loss): ($16,325.40)
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ON THE CALENDAR
March 15-17, 2019

2019

March Mission Madness
Johns Creek Baptist Church, Alpharetta

March 29-31, 2019

March Mission Madness
Fellowship Baptist Church, Americus
Maranatha Baptist Church, Plains

September 7, 2019

“In Your Neighborhood”
Preschool and Children’s Sunday
School Teacher Training
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Smoke Rise Baptist Church,
Stone Mountain

September, 2019

April 28-30, 2019

Senior Celebrations
(dates and locations tbd)

May 31-June 1, 2019

Mercer Preaching Consultation
The Chattanoogan,
Chattanooga, TN

Senior Adult Retreat
First Baptist Church,
Saint Simons Island
Dawnings Retreat
Hardwick Baptist Church,
Milledgeville (see page 11 for details)

June 2-5, 2019

Panhandle Mission Madness Event I
Marianna, FL (see page 6 for details)

June 17-21, 2019

CBF Global General Assembly
Birmingham, AL
June 20 CBF/GA State Meeting
at the CBF Global General Assembly.
This event lets us meet together and
share CBF/GA’s work.

October 6-8, 2019

October 11-14, 2019

Panhandle Mission Madness Event II
Marianna, FL (see page 6 for details))

November 3-4, 2019

CBF/GA General Assembly
First Baptist Church,
Columbus, GA

November 4-5, 2019

CBF/GA Ministers’ Gathering
First Baptist Church,
Columbus, GA

Fall will be here
before we know it!
Save the date:

CBF/GA General Assembly
November 3-4, 2019
First Baptist Church • Columbus, GA

Keep up to date with events at www.cbfga.org

